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250 drowned in Bangladesh disaster 

DHAKA (AFP) — Up to 250 people going borne for a holiday 
were feared drowned Saturday ia eastern Bangladesh when a ferry 
capsized in rough waters in the country's worst such disaster in 
rcceflt yean, reports said. The United News of Bangladesh (UNB) 
news agency, quoting witnesses and a ship worker, said that up to 
250 people may have drowned. But an aide to the local district 
chief gave a lower toO, telling AFP by telephone that "after about 
70 (people were) rescued, we now fear that up to 150 have 
drowned'* when the boat tipped over in a rivermouth in Clundpur 
district, sooth of here. He said survivors had put the number of 
passengers on the MV Dinar-2 at between 200 and 300. He said no 
bodies had yet been found and that rescue workers would find it 
difficult to ascertain the exact number of deaths immediately as 
corpses would probably be washed downstream. Most of the ferrv 
pas se nge r s were going home for the festival or the birth 
a nn iv e t aa ry of the Prophet Mohammad. A local official said that 
about SO people had been taken to a local hospital . 
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King condoles 
Maori family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on . 
Saturday sent a cable of con- 
dolences to HDcmat A1 Masri 
sod the Masri family over the 
( [fcarh of Maazouz Al Masri, a 
; Burner mayor of the West 
Batik, city of Nablus who pas- 
sed away Thursday at the age 
of 85. “I have received with 
stock and grief news about 
die passing of my big brother 
Haj Mazzouz Al Masri after 
a me of work and persever- 
ance for the sake of his home- 
land and people,” said the 
King in the cable. “As 1 
Apress to you and the Masri 
■ *Xi3y the warmest feelings 
of condolences, I remember 
what die late dear brother 
has offered in the fields of 
charity and giving. He was 
dose to the (ate King Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein, and was 
from the old generation 
who... shouldered their re- 
sponsibilities in defending the 
nghts of the Arab Palestinian 
people he was one of those 
who supported their brethren 
and stood for the unity of 
; both banks of the eternal 
Jordan River,” added the 
King. Mr. Masri was laid to 
rest in his hometown of Nab- 
lus on Friday. 

Israeli shelling kills 
1 f - wounds 3 

NABATIYEH (AP) — 
Israeli forces fired mortars on 
a village in southern Lebanon 
Saturday, killing a civilian 
mail and wounding three 
women, security sources said. 
It was not immediately 
known what triggered the 
Israeli shelling against the vil- 
lage of Arab Salim on the 
edge of the central sector of 
an Israeli-occupied border 
enclave in South Lebanon. 
The security sources said 
sporadic shelling of the yQt 
J fee from an Israeli hilltop 
outpost of Zaffata began at 
aridmonring. At 2 p.m. (1100 
GMT) several shells hit the 
Beidar southern quarters in 
the village, lolling Hassan 
'Mnsa, 45, and injuring Ame- 
lia HanjonI, 45, Afifa Musa, 
80, and Mouna Hammond. 
28, said die sources. Several 
Houses were damaged in 
Arab Safim. eight kilometres 
north of this southern market 
town, said the sources. There 
was no immediate comment 
from Israel on the shelling. 

U.N. soldiers clash 
with Somali gunmen 

NAIROBI (R) — U.N. 
Peacekeepers from Nigeria 
mot dead two Somalis and 
captured eight others in 
Somalia on Saturday when 
§*00101 attacked their con- 
wy outside the southern port 
Mena, a military spokesman 
spd. “The Nigerians man- 
aged to loll two of the attack- 
ers and captured eight of 
them." UJs. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) mffit- 
>ry spokesman Major 
wriard McDonald told Reu- 
in Nairobi by telephone. 
Waj. McDonald could not 
gy what UNOSOM would 
'r. with the prisoners. 
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Israeli soldiers kill 1 , 
injure 8 in Ramallah 


RAMALLAH, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers disguised as 
Arabs shot dead a Palestinian 
in the occupied West Bank 
on Saturday, witnesses said. 

A Palestinian photo- 
grapher for Reuters was 
among at least eight Arabs 
wounded in the violence. 

Photographer Khaled Al 
Zaghari, shot in the left 
shoulder, said undercover 
soldiers waded into a crowd 
of stone-throwers and 
opened fire with pistols at 
dose range in the town of 
Ramallah, just north of Jeru- 
salem. 

Palestinians said the inci- 
dent occurred during a 
Hamas rally to mar k the birth 
of the Prophet Mohammad. 

Mr. Zaghari said he was 
shot while trying to take cov- 
er in a shop. 

“The man who was shot 
with me has died now in 
hospital. His family has taken 
his body,” Mr. Zaghari said 
in a hospital in Ramallaha, 
which discharged him after 
removing the ballet. 

Hospital officials said eight 
other Palestinians were 
wounded in the town. The 
army put the figure at seven 
and said it could not confirm 
any deaths. It deefined im- 
mediate comment on 
whether undercover soldiers 
carried out the shootings. 

Clashes with Israeli 


occupation troops have been 
less frequent m the West 
Bank since the signing last 
September of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) accord on 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Much of the focus of 
Israeli-Palestiman tensions 
has shifted to Gam, where 
guerrillas opposed to the 
peace deal have been mount- 
ing attacks against Israeli 
troops and dvitians near Jew- 
ish settlements in the strip. 

But Palestinian residents of 
occupied areas outside the 
autonomous enclaves of 
Gaza and Jericho say they are 
impatient to see Israeli troops 
leave. 

In a first step leading to a 
pullout. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said after 
meeting PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat in Gaza on Friday 
that Israel would begin im- 
plementing “early empower- 
ment” in the West Bank next 
week. 

He said the handover of' 
power to the Palestinians 
would begin with their taking 
responsibility for education 
in the area on Sept. 1. 

Mr. Peres said overall 
agreement also would be 
readied next week on the 
other spheres of expanded 
self-rule: tourism, taxation, 
social affairs and health. 

Violence was also reported 


Clinton sees ‘steady’ 
Syria-Israel progress 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton has 
said he saw steady progress in 
peace talks between Israel 
and Syria but acknowledged 
that “serious problems” re- 
main. 

“1 believe that we are still 
on a path of steady progress 
in the hope of achieving an 
agreement to resolve the dif- 
ferences between Israel and 
Syria," Mr. Clinton told a 
news conference Friday. 

The attempt to end 27 
years of hostilities between 
the two countries had been 
the thorniest part of efforts to 
nail down a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 

“Serious problems remain 
but I think significant adv- 
ances are being made,” Mr. 
Omton said. 

Mr. Clinton also played 
down what he called “oper- 
ational difficulties" in imple- 
mentation of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) agreement on 
limited Palestinian autonomy 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

He said much of the prob- 
lem stemmed from the fact 
that the PLO had never ran a 
country before, with all its 


minute details of administra- 
tion. 

‘1 think we are making 
some headway there," Mr. 
Clinton said, “I don’t want to 
minimise the difficulties but I 
don’t expect them to be so 
great as to derail what we are 
doing.” 

In a related development, 
the White House said Mir. 
Clinton adviser Mack McLar- 
ty visited Saudi Arabia tins 
week and would report to tire 
president on discussions with 
King Fahd. Mr. McLarty was 
accompanied by Security 
Council senior director Mar- 
tin Indyk. 

Syria’s state-run newspap- 
ers Saturday warned that 
Israel's stand on the occupied 
Golan Heights and its milit- 
ary actions in South Lebanon 
could wreck the peace talks. 

The newspaper and other 
dailies said that remarks by 
Israel's chief of staff. General 
Ehud Barak, Wednesday that 
the Jewish state should keep 
the strategic Golan even if 
peace is achieved with Syria 
undermined the U.S.- 
sponsored peace process. 


YSP unlikely to be 
in Yemeni cabinet 


SANAA (R) — The Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP), whose 
leaders’ attempt to set up a 
breakaway southern state 
was crushed last month in a 
civil war, is unlikely to be 
included in a new Yemeni 
government, political sources 
said on Saturday. 

Yemen's two other main 
parties, allies against the 
breakaway state in the war, 
are holding intensive con- 
sultations over a new cabinet 
which is expected to be 
announced by the end of the 
month, the sources said. 

Some of the YSP’s mem- 
bers opposed the secession 
bid, which was led by party 
leader AH Salem Al B e i dh . 
The present Yemeni cabinet 
officially includes four YSP 
members. 

“For sure the YSP wll not 
join the new cabinet,” one 
source said. “The post-war 
stage needs a harmonious 
government and political de- 
cisions which the GPC and 
Jslah can offer.” 

The General People’s Con- 
gress (GPC), led by Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, and the Islamist Islah 
Party of Parliamentary 
Speaker Sheikh Abdullah 


Ben Hussein Al Ahmar were 
partners with the YSP in a 
pre-war coalition govern- 
ment. 

The coalition, formed after 
general elections in 1993, was 
beaded by Haidar Abu Bakr 
Al Attas of the YSP but was 
paralysed by the political dif- 
ferences between GPC and 
YSP which led to the out- 
break of rivfl war on May 4. 

But some sources said it 
was posable some YSP mem- 
bers could join the new 
cabinet, to be formed mainly 
of technocrats, in a personal 
capacity but not as YSP rep- 
resentatives. 

The formation of a new 
cabinet was expected shortly 
after Mr. Saleh's forces won 
the war on July 7 by captur- 
ing Aden, the seif-declared 
capital of the breakaway 
southern Yemeni state 
announced by Mr. Beidh on 
May 21. 

But the new cabinet was 
delayed pending a comprom- 
ise between the GPC and 
Islah over amendments to the 
constitutioir which, if passed 
by parliament, win streng- 
then Mr. Saleh’s position, the 
sources said. 


on Saturday in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, where 
a Jewish settler killed dozens 
of Palestinians at prayer in 
February, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Israeli soldiers last killed a 
Palestinian on Wednesday 
when an army petrol shot a 
suspected infiltrator on the 
border between Palestinian- 
raled Gaza and Egypt. Under 
the peace deal, Israel is re- 
sponsible for security along 
the frontier. 

The Palestinian police 
chief said meanwhile his 
force wifi not take up arms 
against Islamic fundamental- 
ists who attack Israelis, but 
will instead use persuasion to 
stop them. % 

Israel has urged the 
Palestinians to rein in oppo- 
nents to the peace process 
who have attacked Israelis. 

Five Israelis have died in 
Gaza in such attacks since the 
Palestinian autonomy began 
in May, but the Palestinian 
police have so far not laid any 
charges. Palestinian sources 
have said off the record that 
no charges are likely. 

Gaza police commander 
Major General Ghazi Jabah 
told Israel Radio that the 
Palestinian police did not 
want to risk civil war by 
directly confronting Hamas, 
the main opponent to the 
peace process. 


Algerian 
parties 
meet today 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria's military-backed 
government and five of the 
eight legal opposition parties 
will sit down Sunday for a 
fresh round of talks aimed at 
ending a guerrilla war which 
has killed 15,000 people in 
less than three years. 

President Li amine Zeroual 
failed to invite the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), which has spearheaded 
the uprising against the 
military-backed regime. 

FIS deputy leader Ali 
Belhadj, filling in for the 
group's two senior jailed 
leaders, has rejected the idea 
of taking part m talks that do 
not also include other armed 
Islamic groups. 

“Muslims do not condemn 
legitimate (armed) resistance 
as an alternative to so-called 
dialogue with the junta,” he 
said in a letter to the presi- 
dent last month. 

Any attempt to “isolate the 
armed branch (of the Islamic 
opposition) is in vain,” be 
wrote. 

Three previous rounds of 
talks broke down over the 
issue of whether to legalise 
the FIS, outlawed since April 
1992 for threatening national 
security. 

Mr. Zeroual, in a radio and 
television address late Fri- 
day, urged Algerians to 
“meet the challenge of 
national reconciliation.” 

Invitations to the talks 
were accepted by the Move- 
ment for Islamic Society, the 
Movement for an Islamic Re- 
naissance, the Movement for 
Democracy in Algeria, and 
the Algerian Renewal Party. 

The former sole ruling par- 
ty, the National Liberation 
Front, has also agreed to 
attend 

But the Rally for Culture 
and Democracy (RCD) and 
Ettahaddi Movement of for- 
mer communists, declined. 
Both said the meeting could 
open the way to formation of 
an Islamic government, an 
idea they bitterly oppose. 

In a letter to the president 
published a week ago, RCD 
General Secretary Said Sadi 
noted that talks “held for two 
years by the predecessors of 
Mr. Zeroual produced no- 
thing." 

Another legal opposition 
party, the Socialist Forces 
Front, had still not said 
whether it would attend, 24 
hours before tire talks were 
due to open at presidential 
headquarters. 



ALGERIAN QUAKE: An Algerian man walks by a tent 
erected in the middle of the debris of houses following a 
tremblor that devastated a large part of northwestern 


A lg er ia before dawn Thursday. The provided death tou 
from the quake roae to 171, the Interior Ministry announced 
Saturday (see page 12) (AFP photo) 


PLA unit chief thanks King for 
prompt response to appeal 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
commander in Jordan, Bri- 
gades Mohammad Qudsieh 
on Saturday thanked His 
Majesty King Hussein for his 
quick response to help the 
PLA's Badre Brigade after 
it was told to put its men on 
leave without pay until furth- 
er notice. 

“His Majesty reacted 
promptly to our request 
which he has always done. 
He has never left us at bay," 
Brig. Qudsieh said. 

lung Hussein, responding 
to a request made to him by 
Brig. Qndsieh, instructed 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Al MajaJj to pay the salaries 
and maintain the Bader Bri- 
gade in Jordan. 

More than 2,200 members 
of the Jordanian- trained Bad- 
er Brigade, which initially 
numbered 3300, are still in 
Jordan. They are unlikely to 
be transferred to the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) enclaves in Jericho 
and Gaza as had been initial- 
ly envisioned. Some 1,100 are 


serving in the various bran- 
ches of the Palestinian secur- 
ity forces in Gaza. 

Brig. Qudsieh said his 
appeal to the King came after 
IWA President Yasser Arafat 
informed him that 1743 mem- 
bers of the brigade in Jordan 
could be retired, that an addi- 
tional 246 shmdd be put on 
an open-ended vacation witb- 
■out pay and that all addition- 
al salaries should be frozen 
for the moment. 

The salaries for the PLA 
which are normally j>aid by 
the PLO “were consistently 
late,” according to a member 
of the Brigade’s finance de- 
partment. 

The salaries for the PLA 
members for the month of 
•June were the last to be paid 
to the servicemen by the PLA 
on Aug. IS. 

“The problem was not only 
salaries which did come on 
time; it was the upkeep which 
was not being taken care of," 
Brig. Qndsieh said. 

In his instructions to Prime 
Minister Majali, the King 
asked that all “operational 
expenses" of the Bader Bri- 
gade be paid by the govern- 
ment. 


“A cash-strapped PLA is 
barely making its ends meet 
in the self-rule areas and they 
don't have any money left 
over for us,” said the mem- 
ber of the unit's finance de- 
partment. 

However, most members 
of the brigade who spoke to 
the Jordan Times on condi- 
tion of anonymity said that 
issues of politics and loyalty 
were the primary reasons be- 
hind Brig. Qudsieh ’s appeal 
to the King. 

A few appeared not to 
agree with Brig Qudsieh *s de- 
cision to appeal to the King. 

“Even if we are not happy 
with the status quo, this was a 
bad move at a time when 
Palestinian-Jordanian rela- 
tions are strained,” said one 
of them. 

But the history of ties be- 
tween the Bader Brigade and 
Jordan are older than a few 
months of delayed pay. 

The first units of the PLA 
were founded in Gaza and 
Jordan in the 1950s. After 
1970, several units of the 
PLA remained in Jordan and 
continued training as a 
Palestinian force against 
Israel in the Khaw training 


PLO team opens talks here 
today on ‘outstanding issues’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior-level 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) delegation 
opens talks here today with 
Jordanian officials on out- 
standing issues and coordina- 
tion, officials from both sides 
said yesterday. 

Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani said Jordan 
was expecting answers from 
the delegation of some of the 
issues that the Kingdom had 
raised in previous contacts. 

“In addition to political 
and economic issues, the 
talks will cover sectoral coor- 
dination between Jordan and 
the Palestinians," Dr. Anani 
said, adding that issues re- 
lated to health, education 
and legislative matters would 
be among the topics to be 
discussed. 

Asked whether the poHtic- 
al atmosphere was conducive 
for such detailed talks on 
coordination, given the ob- 
vious strain in ties. Dr. Anani 
said; “It is not a matter of the 
atmosphere being conducive. 
Issues are there and they 
won’t just go away, they have 
to be addressed.” 

Under the Sept. 13 auton- 
omy accord with Israel and a 
subsequent agreement 
readied in Cairo in May, the 
PLO is expected to take con- 
trol of some administrative 
sectors of the West Bank 
starting with education next 
week. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has said that Jordan stood 
ready to offer whatever help 


it could extend to the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies and has welcomed ali 
opportunities for dialogue 
and discussions with the PLO 
leadership. 

“We have to start some- 
where and perhaps this is the 
best time to start,” Dr. Anani 
said. 

A Palestinian source said: 
“We hope to discuss all out- 
standing issues with Jordan, 
and hopefully pave the way' 
for better coordination ana 
cooperation in all spheres." 

Jordan has repeatedly said 
that the PLO was apathetic to 
coordinating with the King- 
dom, starting with the secret 
negotiations that led to the 
autonomy accord with Israel. 

In reply to a question on 
Jordan’s understanding of the 
status of an economic accord 
the Kingdom signed with the 
PLO in January and a subse- 
quent document drafted in 
May on modalities of the 
January accord, Dr. Anani 
said Jordan bad sought clar- 
ifications from the PLO. 

“We hope to find out 
tomorrow” what their clar- 
ifications are. Dr. Anani 
said, “It is too early to com- 
ment.” 

Ambiguity surrounds the 
Jan. 7 accord and the May 15 
draft on modalities after PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat re- 
portedly refused to endorse 
some of the provisions in the 
May document, which spelt 
out the mechanism for dose 
economic cooperations be- 
tween the Palestinian terri- 
tories and the Kingdom. 

Mr. Arafat argues that 


those provisions infringe 
upon what be sees as the 
independence of the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) that he heads in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Against the strain, coupled 
with Jordan's complaints of 
PLO apathy In coordinating 
positions with the Kingdom 
in the peace negotiations with 
Israel, came the Washington 
Declaration of July 25 in 
which Israel recognised the 
historic role of Jordan in the 
Islamic holy shrines in Jeru- 
salem. 

Despite Jordan's affirma- 
tions that the Kingdom's role 
in Jerusalem was religiously 
oriented and had no bearing 
on the Palestinians' quest for 
political sovereignty over the 
Holy City, the PLO pressed 
ahead with criticism of Jor- 
dan and has lodged protests 
with the Arab League and 
the United Nations as well as 
the U.S. 

After a meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher in Alexandria early 
tins month, chief Palestinian 
negotiator Nabfi Shaath said 
Mr. Christopher bad assured 
the PLO chairman of the 
non-political nature of the 
Jordanian role in Jerusalem. 
However, no public concilia- 
tory statement has come from 
Mr. Arafat. 

It was not immediately 
clear bow high Jerusalem was 
to figure on today's discus- 
sions. which, some reports 
say, could pave tire way for a 

(Continued on page 3) 


camp 40 kilometres north of 
Amman. 

Most of the younger 
Palestinian recruits in the 
Bader Brigade have neither 
the ideological background 
nor the revolutionary spirit 
their predecessors had. Un- 
like their predecessors they 
were “looking for a job’* and 
did not necessarily have any 
political inclinations when 
joining the PLA. These 
young men have also known 
no other home than Jordan. 

Since the PLA members 
are almost exclusively drawn 
up from 1948 refugees, most 
do not feel that the Israd- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accords or the 
Israeli-Jordanian agreement 
has addressed their plight, be 
it the right of return or com- 
pensation as guaranteed by 
U.N. Resolution 194. 

Many, drawn from poor 
homes in refugee camps, 
want to “move up" and 
“move out of their economic 
misery.” Three months after 
their colleagues were de- 
ployed in Gaza and Jericho, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Arafat 
tries to win 
funding 
in Geneva 

GENEVA (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat held talks in 
Geneva on Saturday with the 
president of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in a bid to 
win funding for Palestinian 
sclf-nde. 

He left the Gaza Strip ear- 
lier the same day ana had 
been expected to stopover in 
Alexandria. Egypt at the 
start of a tour which will also 
take him to Tunis for talks 
with Palestine National 
Council (PNC) members. 

Mr. Arafat met UAE Pres- 
ident Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan, who is in 
Switzerland on a private visit, 
Palestinian officials here said. 

The PLO chairman was 
also expected to discuss fund- 
ing with U.N. officials. 

The Palestinians have re- 
peatedly complained about 
the reluctance of donor coun- 
tries to put up the funds 
pledged for Palestinian self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho- 

Mr. Arafat's planned visit 
to Tunis-based PNC mem- 
bers comes after Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
rave the green light on Friday 
for the PNC to convene in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The PLO leader is under 
pressure from Israel to call a 
meeting of the PNC and ful- 
fill pledges to amend the* 
PLO Charter by scrubbing 
articles calling for the des- 
truction of Israel (see page 2). 
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Arafat under strong 
Israeli pressure to 
amend PLO charter 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat is under 
an ultimatum by Israel that 
there would not be any rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces or 
Palestinian elections in the 
occupied territories before 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) charter 
is amended to remove clauses 
calling for the destruction of 
the Jewish state, PLO 
sources said Saturday. 

The ultimatum was served 
by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres in meetings 
with Mr. Arafat in Gaza on 
Friday and with chief PLO 
negotiator Nabil Shaath in 
Alexandria, Egypt, on 
Wednesday, the sources said. 

'There was no mistaking 
the message from Peres," 
said one source. "He said 
clearly that the Israeli gov- 
ernment insisted on the 
amendments before it would 
order any redeployment of its 
forces in the West Bank and 
make way for Palestinian 
elections to a self-rule coun- 
cil." 

Mr. Arafat, in a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Mr. Peres 
in Paris in June, promised 
that he would convene the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), the only Palestinian 
body authorised to amend 
the charter, in the Gaza Strip 
soon. 

However, the PLO chair- 
man, under fire from many 
hardline and independent 
members of the 4£4-seat 
council, is finding it difficult 
to raise quorum for the meet- 
ing, which will be die hist 
since 1988 when it met in 
Algeria and proclaimed the 
State of Palestine. 

Many Amman-based PNC 
members, affiliated with the 
various PLO factions as well 
as independents, have 
mounted: irstrorig campaign 
to deny Mr. 'Arafat a qourum 


for the proposed meeting in 
Gaza. 

PNC members represent- 
ing factions such as the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
and other hardliners based in 
Syria oppose the entire 
autonomy deal and would 
have nothing to do with any 
move to amend the 1964 PLO 
charter. 

The two main reasons pub- 
licly cited for the rejection of 
independent members of a 
PNC session are that no 
amendments to the charter 
could be made as long as 
Israeli troops remain in the 
territories that the Jewish 
state occupied in the 1967 
war and that the council 
should not meet in the Gaza 
Strip under the shadow of 
occupation. 

Many of the independent 
PNC members are also 
opposed to the self-rule 
agreement. It was not dear 
bow many members of the 
council would actually attend 
a meeting if convened in 
Gaza, but activists said it 
would definitely be below 
quorum under the present 
setup of the council. 

However, the rejectionists 
fear that Mr. Ararat might 
resort to ''illegitimate 
means" to gather quorum for 
a PNC session in Gaza by 
unilaterally filling 180 vacant 
seats in die council by his 
loyalists in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“This will be totally illegal 
since the PNC statute clearly 
states that filling vacant seats 
could be done only at a ses- 
sion attended by two-thirds 
of the serving members of the 
council,” said a leading 
Palestinian activist. 

“If Mr. Arafat goes ahead 
and appoints die 180, then 
that would mean a delegiti- 
misation of the Palestine 
National Coundl," said the 
activist,, who. preferred 


Scientists look inside mummy 
for clues into ancient ways 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hospital workers wheeled 
the little Egyptian man in for 
computerised X-rays Friday, 
giving scientists a detailed 
look inside a 2,200-year-oId 
mummy. 

“We’re looking at the 
pinnacle of 20th century tech- 
nology, looking at the pinna- 
cle of (ancient) Egyptian 
technology," said Smithso- 
nian Institution anthropolog- 
ist David R. Hunt. 


U.S. ambassador to Turkey 
who donated the mummy to 
the museum in 1886. 

Minister Cox — the mum- 
my, not the diplomat — died 
sometime between 200 B.C. 
and 150 B.C.. aged 40 to 46, 
apparently of natural causes. 
Dr. Ulan said. There was no 
immediate evidence of dis- 


Hunt said. While the religion 
of the day required every- 
one's body to be preserved, 
poor people were merely 
“pickled," be explained. 

Dr. Olan said the only 
damage to the body is a 
broken bone in the upper 
right part of the face behind 
the nose. 


The sophisticated X-rays 
will allow the scientists to 
create a three-dimensional 
image of the mummy, includ- 
ing a hologram, for display at 
an exhibit being developed 
for the National Museum of 
Natural History. 

"He’s a couple years older 
than our average patient." 

2 uipped Dr. Wayne Olan of 
ieorge Washington Uni- 
versity Hospital. Reports and 
television crews jammed the 
corridors for the event, amus- 
ing hospital staff and confus- 
ing real patients. 


ease or injury. ‘ 

Dr. Olan said he was sur- 
prised at how well the bones 
were preseved and com- 
plimented the sophistication of 
the Egyptians in preserving 
bodies. 


“The bone structure is very 
similar to what we see in our 
patients today,” Dr. Olan 
said. In life. Minister Cbx 
was slightly shorter and light- 
er than the average male of 
today but slightly larger than 
most people of the time. Dr. 
Hunt and Dr. Olan said. 

The mummy came from 
Luxor but little else is known 
about it. “If there's any 
curse, it has been lost," Dr. 
Hunt said. 


That allowed the brain to 
be removed, Dr. Hunt ex- 
plained. The brain and intes- 
tines of mummies were re- 
moved to help ensure pre- 
servation. 

Brains were thought un- 
necessary, with intelligence 
and the body's essence be- 
lieved to reside in the heart, 
Dr. Hunt said. 


Because nobody knows the 
real name of the mummy, 
hospital workers dubbed him 
the “Little Egyptian Man." 
The Smithsonian staff calls 
him Minister Cox. after the 


He was probably wealthy, 
and was preserved carefully 
in a large, decorated sar- 
cophagus. That sort of wrap- 
ping and care was reserved 
for royalty and the rich. Dr. 


The heart stayed with the 
mummy, so that when the 
spirit arrived in the afterline 
the heart could be weighed. 
Bad deeds were believed to 
create a heavy heart. 

Using the computerised X- 
rays allows researchers to 
study details of the mummy 
without destroying it. 

, “Mummies aren’t as com- 
mon as you might think," Dr. 
Hunt said. There used to be a 
lot of them, but in the 19th 
century thousands were 
burned for firewood. ■ 


anonymity. “But we will fight 
against any such move and 
expose the illegality of such 
appointments." 

Mr. Arafat was dearly re- 
ferring to the problems he 
faces to convene the meeting 
and endorse amendments to 
the charter when he said at a 
joint press conference with 
Mr. Peres in Gaza on Friday 
that “I do not have the right 
to decide ... it is not my right 
... it is against democracy ... 
that is the business of the 
PNC ... you have to respect 
our democracy.” 

Mr. Peres appeared to 
deny Mr. Arafat an avenue of 
excuse to have his own way in 
convening the council with or 
without its members. He said 
he told the PLO chairman 
that “we shall not object to 
having the PNC meet in Gaza 
and invite all its members to 
participate in the meeting." 

That public statement 
dosed the door against a 
possible Arafat argument 
that he has no choice but to 
appoint members of the West 
Bank and Gaza to fill the 
vacant seats because many of 
the members living outside 
are “blacklisted” by Israel 
and would not be allowed to 
travel to the occupied terri- 
tories to attend the meeting. 

“We expect a stepped-up 
campaign by Arafat to con- 
vince many independents to 
attend the meeting,” said a 
member of a hardline PLO 
faction. "The obvious 
approach would be that ‘you 
are free to say and suggest 
what you want and seek sup- 
port in the coundl. and no 
one will object,”* he said. 

“But it is not going to work 
this time,” he said. “We have 
had more than enough ex- 
perience dealing with Arafat 
and the PNC. Speeches and 
addresses go down very well, 
but when it comes to voting 
on any resolution, Arafat and 
his camp will have their way 
at. the end of the day.” 
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EX-DETAINEES WELCOMED: A youth waves a Palesti- 
nian flag cheering Palestinian prisoners arriving at the 


setf-nrie Jericho area after being released from Israeli jails 
late Friday. Some 250 P ale stin i a n prisoners were released 
by 'the Israeli army on Friday (AFP photo) 


Wanted 
southerner 
arrested 
in Sanaa 



UAE in crackdown on video pirates 


SANAA (AP) — One of the 
southerners sought on 
treason charges stemming 
from Yemen’s nine-week 
cxvfl war was seized Friday 
while boarding a plane to flee 
the country, security and 
aviation officials said. 

Ahmad Obeid Ben 
Dagfaer, a prominent mem- 
ber of the Yemen Socialist 
Party, and 10 aides were 
seized at the international 
airport, according to the offi- 
cials, who spoke on condition 
they not be named. 

Mr. Dagher was carrying a 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has ordered video and audio cassette shops to 
remove all pirated material by the end of August* under 
new laws to protect copyrights, newspapers said. Author-, 
hies said they would start inspections to ensure all shops 
respect an Aug. 31 deadline to comply with the new laws 
drafted last year under pressure from tire United States. 
“There win be no extraction of the deadline,” newspapers 


quoted the information ministry’s censorship chief, Abdul 
Aziz AI Madfa, as saying. “All fake material will be 


Aziz AI Madfa, as saying. “All fake material will be 
destroyed and the shops will bear the losses.” The United 
States has been pressing the UAE and other Gulf states to 
enforce legislation to protect copyrights, trade mart; mid 
intellectual property. Hie drive followed complaints from 
U.S. companies that they were bring nearly $500 million a year 
due to piracy in the Gulf. Several Gulf states have yielded 


to the pressure but have yet to folly enforce the protection 
laws. 4f We advise all video and cassette shops to adhere to 


forged passport, they said. 
The officials said th< 


The officials said the 
arrests occurred early Fri- 
day, and led to the delay of 
some flights. But they would 
not say where Mr. Dagher 
had been beaded. 

Mr. Dagher is one of 16 
people, led by Yemen’s for- 
mer vice president, Afi Salem 
AI Beidh, whom the 
northern-based government 
wants to try on charges of 
high treason for announcing 
the south’s secession soon af- 
ter the north-south civil war 
erupted May 4. 

The government accuses 
the group of triggering the 
war which causedtfaousands 
of casualties. It considers 
Beidh and his lieutenants to 
be war criminals. 

The conflict raided July 7 
when northern forces seized 
the southern stronghold of 
Aden on the Gulf of Aden. 

Most of the wanted men 
have sought refuge in neigh- 
bouring countries. 

It was not known why Mr. 
Dagher was in Sanaa. In 
addition to being a top 
Socialist Party member, be 
also was an elected member 

P resident*** Ali Abdullah 
(Saleh had declared a general 
amnesty for at least 10,000 
subordinates from military 
and civilian ranks who fled 
with the leaders. But the 
amnesty, which expired Aug. 
15, did not include Mr. Beidh 
and the 15 others. 

Sanaa is pressing the neigh- 
bouring governments to ex- 
tradite these men for trial, 
but officials have said that 
they may also be tried in 
absentia. 


laws. “We advise all video and cassette shops to adhere to 
the new regulations because the UAE has international 
commitments and trade relations with many countries,” 
Mr. Madfa said. “Any delays in the implementation of the 
new laws will harm those relations and the UAE's image. 
Hundreds of video and andio cassette! shops operate in tire 
UAE most of them run by Indians, Pakistanis and other 
Asians. Authorities have already launched a crackdown on 
pornography and closed several video houses. 


McLarty makes quick trip.to S. Arabia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — White House Conselor Mack 
McLarty carried a letter from President Bill .Ctinton to 
King Fabd of Saudi Arabia tins week and held discussions 
concerning a range of Middle East issues, a White House 
official said Friday. Mr. McLarty, a dose friend of the 

staff. A WJutofSoiisc offidd^^king on condition he not 
be identified, said Mr. Clinton had been hoping fin- a 
face-to-face meeting with King Fahd and sent Mr. McLarty 
when that could not be quickly arranged. The discussions 
included an exchange of views on the Middle East peace 
process, the situation in the Gulf and the. situation in 
Yemen, the official said. Mr. McLarty returned to the 
capital Friday afternoon, the official said. He was accompa- 
nied on his trip by Assistant Secretory of State Robert 
Pelletreau and Martin Indyk, senior director of the 
National Security CoundL 


Cyprus to boost ties with Lebanon 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus plans to boost its economic, 
and political ties with Lebanon, Foreign Minister -Alekos 
Michaelides said Friday, ahead of his list official visit to 
Beirut. “We will explore tire means to get doser in all 
fields, political and economic,” he told AFP. Cypres, 
wanted to play its role in “building a prosperous” Middle 
East. “Lebanon has shown high business acumen and can 
make a significant contribution," he added ahead- of the 
visit starting on Sunday. Mr. Michaelides recalled that 
during the 1975-1990 civil war in Lebanon, thousands of 
Lebanese escaped to Cyprus and “were welcomed as 
friends and brothers.” Their “presence and business 
activities injected a significant contribution when Cyprus's 
economy was ruined after the invasion” of northern Cyprus 
by the Turkish army in 1974, be explained. Mr. 
Michaelides said that Cyprus would appoint a non-resident 
ambassador to Lebanon, as the island has daily air links 
and is only 25 minutes flying time from Beirut. Lebanon 
has had an embassy in Nicosia since 1960 when the country 
gained its independence from Britain.' The trade balance is. 
largely in favour of Cyprus, which export to Lebanon $100 nriSkra 
worth of light manufactured products and food per year but ; 
imports only S10 million worth of Lebanese goods. Nearly , 
50,000 Lebanese visit the holiday, island each year. ! 
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Lebanon’s 
top-ranking 
Maronite 
cleric dies 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
highest-ranking Maronite 
Catholic cleric. Cardinal 
Antonious Bntros Khreish, 
has died of old age, the sect’s 
patriarchate annonneed 
Saturday. He was 87. 

Khreish was the only cleric 
with a Vatican-bestowed car- 
dinal’s rank among the one 
million-strong Maronite com- 
munity, Lebanon’s largest 
Christian sect 

. “Cardinal Khreish passed 
away at 7 p.m. (1600 GMT) 
Friday after a long battle with 
illness,” a brief patriarchal 
commaniqae said. 

Khreish reigned as pat- 
riarch of Antioch and the 
entire Orient during the early 
-years of Lebanon’s 1975-199Q 
civil war, in which the major- 
ity Muslims rebelled against 
the Maronite’s dominance of 
power. 

After the war, power was 
reapportioned on an equal, 
baas between Muslims and 
Christians under an Arab 
Leagnorbrokered accord that 
ended the conflict. 

Khreish, bom in 1907, be- 
gan his clerical career in 1936 
and became an acting bishop 
of the Maronite commun- 
ity in Haifa in pre-1948 Pales- 
tine. 

He then servedas a bishop 
in the northern Syrian port 
city of Tartous in 1950 and 
then moved to the same post 
in Sidon, Sooth Lebanon, be- 
fore he was elected Maronite 
Patriarch in 1975. 

He resigned 10 years later 
because of failing health and 
was made a cardinal by the 
Vatican. 


BEIRUT (AP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin's envoy reaf- 
firmed Russia's cammrtmeilt 
to Middle East peace effort 
on Saturday and- Lebanon^ 
foreign minister said Moscow 
can play an active role fo 
reviving die stalled talks. ; 

Special emissary Viktor 
Fosovalyuk made the cont- 
inents after separate meet- 

- ings with President Elias Hra- 
wi and Foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez on the first leg of la 
Middle East tour to rebuftj 
Moscow's influence in the n*- 
gion. 

Mr. Posovalyuk, who 
directs Middle East relations 
in Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
delivered a message from Mr. 
Yeltsin on the Arab-Isradi 
peace talks to Hrawi at the 
presidential palace in sub- 
urban Baabda. 

Details of the .message 
were not divulged. 

Later, he met with Mr. 
Bouez at the foreign minis- 
ter’s residence in the mou» 
tain town of Balloune, nomr- 
east of Beirut. 

Those talks covered pros- 

- pects for widening political 
and economic cooperation 
between the two countries! 

“I was very pleased that 
the minister spoke about the 
necessity of Russia returning 
to the Middle East arena as a 
superpower," Mr. Posovaly- 
uk told reportersin Arabic. 
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Russia signed an economic 
cooperation' pact with Leba- 
non last week. C ; 

Mr. Posovalyuk said Mos- 
cow “wishes that Lebanon 
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regains its position as a major- 
commercial and financial 
centre in the Middle East ^nd 
that’s what’s happening 
now.” 

His visit also touched onan 
expected visit by Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri to Mos- 
cow, The date has yet to be 
set. 

Russia co-sponsors the 
Middle East peace process 
with the United States, but 
‘has been . very much .t£e 
junior partner. ' 

The Russian envoy .reaf- 
firmed Russia's commitment 
to see the talks succeed ai)d 
stressed: “Russia's r61e 
should not be mi^limi 2 ed; ,, • 

Mr. Bouez told reports 
that "that Russian fedeaf- 
tion’s knowledge of the Mid- 
dle East makes it qualified to 
play a major roje.” 

He said Russia bad special 
historic relations with Argb 
countries of the region and 
Moscow’s “experience” ‘re- 
garding the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict “should be taken into 
consideration and utilised.” 

Mr. Posovalyuk arrived in 
Beirut Friday and was ex- 
pected to leave later Saturday 
by land for Damascus ’fj»r 
talks with Syrian official^. 

He was scheduled to spjp 
in the Bekaa Valley townbf 
Zahle for meetings with 
Christian religious leaders. 
After Syria, Mr. Posovalyuk 
was slated to visit Jordan add 
Israel. 

He began his Middle East 
tour in Beirut, a far cry frpbi 
similar shuttles by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warifn 
Christopher who has skipped 
Lebanon on fonr peace mis- 
sions since May. 

Talks on the Syrian-lsradH 
and Lebanese- Israeli tra’cfcs 
have been stalled sigee 
February despite U.S. efforts 
to revive them. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation signed a peace 
accord with 1 Israel in Septem- 
ber and Jordan formally en- 
ded hostilities with it last 
month. 


Khreish, who haded from 
the village of Ibl Saqi in 
Sooth Lebanon, spent his last 
days in Bkiriri, the traditional 
hilltop seat of Maronite pat- 
riarchs, northeast of Berrnt. 

When Khreish resigned. 
Archbishop Nasrallah Sfeir 
was elected patriarch. He still 
heads the sect that has paid 
allegiance to the Pope of 
Rome since die 15th century. 

The Maronites emigrated 
from central Syria five cen- 
turies ago to escape persecu- 
tion. They entrenched them- 
selves in a string of remote 
mountain monastries, estab- 
lishing a Christian heartland 
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jflng receives cables 

(Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday 
Medved cables of good wishes on the holy occasion of 
HOftet Mohammad's birthday. The cables came from 
gjng Hassa n of Morocco, President Saddam Hussein of 

- of E SyP t » President of 
t«®“ Ab^dlah Saleh, Tunisian President Zain A1 
Baa Ah, the emir of Qatar Sheikh Khalifeh Ben 
^n ad Ai Thay, Umtcd Arab Emirates President Zayed 
jcn Mtan, Pafestme President Yasser Arafet, and Mai- 
ftves PTraident Mamoun Abdul Qayoum as well as the 
Gnmnandec of the ^destine liberation Forces in Jordan 
Brigadier General Mohammad Qudsieh. 

Xarak opens first AYF festival 

JIARAK (Petra) — Deputising for His Royal Highness 
Crowu Pnnce Hassan Karak Governor Khalaf Mahasneh 
Saturday inaugurated the first cultural folklore festival 
organised by the Arab Youth Forum. Speakers at the 
opening ceremony outlined the aim of the festival, noting 
the various cultural activities conducted by the Arab Youth 
Farum. The speakers included Ali Karalti, the Karak 
mayor. 

Qatari news agency chief arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Qatari News Agency Director Gener- 
al A hmad Hmnmar arrived in A mman Saturday on an ■ 
official viat to Jordan. Mr. Hmnmar, who was met by the 
director of the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Abdullah 
Etomn, is expected to discuss cooperation between the 
Jordanian and Qatari national news agencies in exchan ges 
jof news materials and training of personnel. 

fCsment factory management meeting to open 

AMMAN (Petra) — Forty delegates representing five 
Arab countries including Jordan wfil gather at Anna hotel 
today to discus s ma na g ement of cement factory projects in 
the Arab World. The participants in the four-day m eeting, 
who are all directors of cement factories in Jordan, 

Arabia, Libya, Egypt, and Syria, will discuss fmanriat and 
administrative management and quality control, among 
other issues, according to the Institute of Public Adminis- 
tration which is organising the meeting in cooperation with 
die Arab Federation of Cement and Bmkfing Materials 
Institute Director General Zuhair Kayed said Saturday that 
die meeting, the second of its land to be organised in 
cooperation with the federation, is designed to upgrade the 
factory directors’ knowledge in die management of their 
businesses. He said a tt e nti on will also be centred on ways 
to cater to the international quality standards of cement 
products. Federation Secretary General Ahmad Rousan 
and Dr. Kayed will deliver addresses to the opening 
session. 


PLA unit chief thanks King. 


Naval blockade of Aqaba to end Thursday 
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(Coa rtnnrd from page 1) 

stories filtering bade to Jor- 
dan were of a security force 
flat was forced to depend on 
kawdo nts from the people for 
tfatir daily bread. 

Has, says one PLA mem- 
ber whs joined in die 1950s, 
“has brought great dsflln- 
aonment” among the troops. 
“Now many would rather 

or Jericho and beg.” 

Brig. Qudsieh’s appeal to 
Kim ^ Hussein to “take care of 
the Bader Brigade” came like 
an answer to the prayers of 
many of thebridgade’s mem- 
bers. 

“If Arafat does not want ns 
we wffi stay here and serve 
here with the King as our 
leader” said a young recruit 
who joined the unit m 1993. 

_ Ear away from the battle- 
field and even further away 
from being assigned the task 
. d bu3£^ a nation, many of 
the Bader Brigade members 
appear content to remain in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat, according to 
some high-ranking PLA offi- 
cials in Jordan, was always 
“wary" of the “Jordanianisa- 
.tton” of the brigade. All of 
the PLA’s headquarters are 
decked with large photo- 
graphs of King Hussein next 
‘ to the picture of Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Arafat consciously 
chose older Bader Brigade 
jnembers who had been 
' “with him in Beirut” when he 
.seat the first batches of the 
HA members to Gaza and 
Joicho. Bader forces were 
: stationed almost exclusively 


in Gaza — “as faraway from 
Jordan as possible,” as one 
lieutenant put h_ 

The Associated Press adds: 
Hie voice of Palestine radio, 
,Mr. Arafat’s mouthpiece, de- 
nied the PLO chairman had 
^ordered die unit's disband- 
ment or refused to pay its 
salaries. 

But in an interview Satur- 
day with the Associated 
Press, Brig. Qudaeh said Mr. 
Arafat had sent his office 
director, Ghazi Mohanna, 
and Jaweed Ghussem, head 
of the Palestine National 
Fund, to Jordan with orders 
to disband the unit. 

Brig. Qndsieh said be pro- 
tested the move, but Mr. 
Arafat s ent h im a formal 
letter c onfirming his orders. 

The army official said all 
PLA units were asked to 
submit lists of their members 
for Israeli permission to enter 
the self-rale areas with the 
sole exception of the Bader 
Brigade. After the 500 left 
for the territories in May, no 
officer from this unit was 
asked to prepare for deploy- 
ment there. 

“Despite all my appeals, 
Arafat insisted on disbanding 
the unit,” he said. “I had no 
choice but to appeal to His 
Majesty to resolve our 
plight.” 

In an interview with Jordan 
radio. Brig. Qudsieh read oat 
what he sakl was Mr. ArafaPs 
letter to him to prove his 
case. The letter, according to 
Brig. Qudsieh, said: “An 
open leave should be given to 
all soldiers.” 


PLO team opens talks today 


(Continued from page 1) 
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: ““cting between King Hns- 
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; _ Earouk Kaddoumi, head of 
.'me political section of the 
HD, said during a recent 
to Jordan that he was 
Taot satisfied” with the level 
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-On the economic side, 
Ahmad Qorniea, bead of die 
^fmomic deparhneiit of the 
criticised the Kingdom 
mr signing a trade accord 
Jth laad last week. Under 
■hat accord, Israel permitted 
Jordanian exports worth 530 
?2fion to the West Bank this 
«ar. 

> Accortfing to Mr . Qouriea, 
Jordan was seeking to 
2$pass” the Palestinian au- 
wonty by agoing the agree- 
ment. Jordanian officials 
®*ve made no public re- 
*ponse to the charge. But 
Joey say in private that the 
gtaord wag self-explanatory 

m that it involves the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian private 
lectors which have to make 
necessary arrangements 


in coordination with the 
PNA. 

In today’s talks, the de- 
legation, whose visit to Jor- 
dan was decided upon by a 
meeting of the PNA last 
week, will also raise the issue 
of Palestinian identity docu- 
ments permitted under die 
self-rule accord with Israel. 

The delegation that will 
open talks here today com- 
prises mostly of PNA mem- 
bers. They indnde: 

— Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
minister of information and 
culture; 

— Yasser Amr, minister of 
labour; 

— Mohammad Nashashibi, 
minister of finance; 

— Riyad Zanoon, minister 
of health; 

— Freih Abu Meidan, 
minister of justice; 

— Abdul Hafiz Ashhab,) 
minister of comumnicarions; 
and 

— Faisal Hnsseini, minis- 
ter without portfolio. 

Jamil Tarin, & dose Arafat 
confidant who is not a mem- 
ber of the PNA, will also be a 
member of the team. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A U.S.-led nav- 
al force which has been inter- 
cepting all Jordan-bound 
ships since August 1990 will 
move away from the month 
of the Golf of Aqaba at soon 
Thmsday when a land-based 
verification regime is ex- 
pected to take position at 
Aqaba to observe the King- 
dom's adherence to die inter- 
national sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Final approval has been 
given to the arrangement 
under which the London- 
based Lloyds Register would 
main tain a presence at Aqaba 
with an eight-member team 
winch would work in coor- 
dination with Jordanian ports 
and customs authorities to 
observe that no Iraq-bound 
cargo passes through the port 


cargo passes through the port 
in violation of die sanctions, 
imposed when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The Ports Corporation and 
Jordan Shipping Agents 
Association (JAAA), in a 
joint circular to all shipping 
agents and other concerned 
parties, said Saturday that 
they were “glad to announce 
that the . naval blockade of 
Aqaba will end as of Thurs- 
day.” 


“It has been officially 
understood that the offshore 
Inspections by multinational 
interception forces at the en- 
trance of the Gulf of Aqaba 
will cease as of noon Thurs- 
day, Aug. 25, 1994 ” said the 
Circular, signed by Port Cor- 
poration Director-General 
Durcid Mahasneh and JAAA 
Chairman Tawfiq Kawar. 

The circular said that the 
Lloyds Register, described as 
an international non-profit 
organisation which monitors 
shipping, would take over 
“the observation of all cargo 
as of that date, and they will 
conduct onshore inspection 
of cargo inside the port of 
Aqaba... in a maimer that 
will not interfere with the 
normal procedures of clear- 
ing cargo from the port.” 

The cost of the inspection 
will be paid for by Jordan, 
through a levy from Jorda- 
nian importers. The money 
will be paid into an escrow 
account controlled by the 
United Nations, and Jordan 
is expected to claim the 
amount from a U.N. com mis- . 
si on in charge of paying com- 
pensation for losses incurred 
as a result of the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait and the subse- 
quent crisis. 

The details of the observa- 
tion procedures and related 




Dureid Mahasneh 

charges are expected to be 
announced at a press confer- 
ence scheduled to be held in 
Aqaba on Wednesday. 

Mr. Mahasneh, Mr. Kawar 
and Lloyds Register repre- 
sentatives will address the 
press conference. 

The naval enforcers of the 
sanctions against Iraq have 
intercepted more than 20,000 
ships since they took up posi- 
tion in August 1990. 

Several hundred of the ves- 
sels were refused entry while 
others were allowed in or 
permitted entry after they 
were diverted to get rid of 
“suspect”- cargo or rearrange 


Mayor reviews strategies 
at international conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — In New 
York Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi told an interna- 
tional conference of heads of 
municipal councils that dur- 
ing the Gulf war Amman’s 
population was inflated by 10 
per cent in two months be- 
cause of die forced migration 
of Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians from the Gulf states, 
largely from Kuwait. 

The influx of hundreds of 
thousands of people to the 
capital led to the emergence 
of random population settle- 
ments around the city and ... 
wi thin its boundaries, result- , , 
mg in an increase in the 
volume .of poverty in Jordan, ■« 
said Dr. Abbadi. 

Amman municipality, he 


said, was trying to find solu- 
tions to the housing problems 
by reorganising allotment 
plans for the construction of 
housing units, facilitating 
economic activities for the 
needy and easing conditions 
for people to set up hand- 
icraft workshops to earn a 
living. 

The municipality has been 
undertaking these measures 
in cooperation with the 
ministry of social develop- 
ment, the Queen Alia Fund 

:for Social, Development and 
other social and voluntary 
institutions*, and municipali- 
ties, some- of which are help- 
ing to rehabilitate the QCC< ty 
and offer them vocational 


training in different trades, 
according to Dr. Abbadi. 

The mtemational confer- 
ence, which was attended by 
95 mayors from around the 
globe, ended its two-day deli- 
berations. 

Conference sources said 
that a final statement sum- 
ming up the discussions and 
offering recommendations 
and proposals will be re- 
garded as a working paper 
that will be submitted to In- 
ternational Social Confer- 
ence- due to . be held in 
Copenhagen in March 1995, 
and the U.N. Summit on 
Population Settlement (Habi- 
tat) which is scheduled to be 
held in Istanbul in 1996. 


IMF is highly satisfied with 
Jordan’s performance — Gammoh 


By n Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has expressed high 
satisfaction that Jordan is 
adhering to the targets set 
in the IMF-prescribed eco- 
nomic restructuring prog- 
ramme, Minister of Fi- 
nance Sami Gammoh said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Gammoh said an 
IMF delegation, which was 
here last month for a regu- 
lar review of the perform- 
ance of Jordan's economy 
in the first six months or 
this year, was “highly im- 
pressed” that the Kingdom 
had not only managed to 
remain within the fimrts set 
in the economic program- 
me but also to positively 
surpass some of the taigets. 

“Exports have gone up 
beyond the expected target 
set by the IMF, and im- 
ports have also declined in 
addition to inflation re- 
maining within the ceil- 
ing,” Mr. Gammoh told 
tire Jordan Times. “The 
IMF mission expressed 
high satisfaction with the 
economic figures for the 
first half of this year.” 

He said the Kingdom’s 
exports bad gone up oy two 
per cent over the figure set 
by the IMF, while its im- 
ports dropped by 0.4 per 
cent Annual inflation is 
seen around four per cent 
for this year. 

The finance minister said 
the IMF team was also 
satisfied with Jordan's 
moves to address Its foreign 
debts burden. 

IMF support is key to 




Rami Gammoh 

Jordan's debt rescheduling 
efforts as well as the King- 
dom’s quest for low-cost 
financing for development 
projects and for plugging 
tile deficit in the balance of 
payments. 

Mr. Gammoh expressed 
confidence that Jordan 
would be able to pursue the 
same course and register an 
even better performance in 
the second half of the year. 

According to interna- 
tional financial experts, the 
IMF and die World Bank 
often rite Jordan as an ex- 
ample for Third World de- 
btor countries trying to re- 
cover from dire economic 
straits under programmes* 
prescribed by the interna- 
tional economic, financial 
and monetary watchdogs - 

Jordan has complied with 
most of the conditions set 
by the IMF and World 
Bank, but is resisting some 
of the measures saying they 
would have an adverse im- 
pact on the socio-economic 
structure of the country if 


they were to be adopted 
now. 

These include hikes in 
the water and power tariffe 
and structural and adminis- 
trative reforms in the water 
and energy sectors. Priva- 
tisation of some of the pub- 
lic entities is also recom- 
mended by the IMF. 

Jordan met one of the 
most difficult conditions of 
the IMF programme when 
it introduced a sales tax two 
months ago to replace a 
consumption tax that was 
in force since 1992. That 
cleared the last hurdle in 
the Kingdom's efforts to 
reschedule its debts to the 
Paris Chib of creditor gov- 
ernments. 

An accord with the Paris 
Club was reached on June 
28 after the IMF gave a 
green signal indicating that 
Jolttan was indeed abiding 
by the economic restructur- 
ing programme. 

Officials say that no ma- 
jor economic measures are 
envisaged this year under 
the economic programme. 
However, the IMF and the 
World Bank are known to 
be [messing the Kingdom 
for increasing the power 
and water tariffs. 

According to govern- 
ment experts, proposals 
under consideration in- 
volve “Hock tariffs” under 
which prices of water and 
power will go up along with 
the rate of consumption. 

Such a structure, they 
say, will ensure that the 
poor, whose consumption 
tends to remain low, will 
not be asked to pay higher 
prices for the basic ser- 
vices. 



Tawfiq Kawar 

cargo for accessibility for in- 
spection. 

The circular noted that be- 
cause of the cargo accessibil- 
ity requirements of the enfor- 
cers, ships were unable to 
take in full-capacity cargo 
and were deprived of up to 20 
per cent of cargo space. 

This, coupled with the de- 
lays pcsed by the inspection, 
prompted shipowners to add 
extra freights of up to SI ,000 
per 40-foot container. S500 

? er 20-foot containers and 
15 per tonne of loose cargo. 
However, the positioning 
of Lloyds surveyors is not 


expected to dramatically 
bring down the freight rates if 
one is to compare today's 
costs, shipping sources said. 
They said shipowners had 
gradually reduced the rates in 
the past few months in the 
wake of reports that the land- 
based verification regime was 
agreed upon in principle. 

Washington, winch leads 
the international effort to 
punish Iraq, agreed to the 
arrangement in April. Since 
then only a handful of ships 
were intercepted or diverted. 
As a role, no shipping agent 
would report any such in- 
terceptions since the agree- 
ment was reached. 

One of the best expecta- 
tions of shipping drries is the 
possible return of some of the 
24-plus shipping lines which 
stopped sailing to Aqaba as a 
result of the difficulties and 
problems posed by the 
offshore inspections. 

Another marked change 
will be the elimination of the 
delays and the rescheduling 
of sailings to Aqaba. With 
the offshore inspections in 
place, shipowners had to en- 
sure that Aqaba would be the 
last port of call for their 
vessels to avoid delays. 

Furthermore, they also had 
to make room in their sche- 
dules for possible diversion of 


tbe ships to neighbouring 
ports to unload or rearrange 
cargo. 

Saturday’s circular paid tri- 
bute to tiie efforts of Hk 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan and their per- 
sonal intervention to bring 
about tbe change at Aqaba. 

It described the Lloyds 
Register presence as a tem- 
porary arrangement and said 
that tbe Ports Corporation 
“would exert all efforts to 
eliminate all kinds of inspec- 
tions and observations at 
Aqaba” by non-Jordanians. 

it also expressed hope for 
an early end to the “unjust 
embargo imposed on the peo- 


R le of Iraq by the United 
lations.” 

It was also an indirect re- 
ference to the decline in acti- 
vities of the port and the 
Jordanian transport sector in 
general. 

Shipping circles do not ex- 
pect any dramatic rise in the 
volume of Iraq-bound cargo 
comine in through Aqaba as 
a result of the new arrange- 
ment. 

“For a marked improve- 
ment in the situation, there 
has to be an easing if not an 
outright lifting of the sanc- 
tions against Iraq.” said a 
leading shipping agent. 


Iran starts paying phosphate, 
fertiliser debts to Kingdom 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As a result of 
talks conducted in Tehran 
last week by a Jordanian 
economic and trade delega- 
tion, the Iranian govern- 
ment has started making 
weekly payments, to the 
Kingdom for phosphate 
and fertilisers it had bought 
m 1991 and 1992, according 
to Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Marwan A wad. 

Mr. Awad told the Jor- 
dan Times upon his return 
from Iran Saturday that the 
Tehran government has 
also agreed to facilitate 
trade between Jordan and 
Iran, encourage the ex- 
change of visits by 
businesspersons from the 
two countries and con- 
sented to the formation of a 
joint business council to 
encourage dealings be- 
tween Iranian and Jorda- 
nian banks. 

According to Mr. Awad, 


Jordan sells Iran an aver- 
age S25 million worth of 
phosphate and fertilisers 
annually and imports SI0 
million worth of Iranian 
foodstuffs and several 
other products. 

During the visit Mr. 
Awad initialled an agree- 
ment with Iran on future 
economic and trade coop- 
eration. Tbe deal will be 
formally signed in Amman 
by the concerned ministers 
in November, Mr. Awad 
said. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the two coun- 
tries will diversify products 
exchanged between them, 
facilitate the organisation 
of trade fain, exempt from 
customs fees samples of 
goods introduced for dis- 
play in either country from . 
tbe other, and agreed to set 
up a joint trade committee 
to bold alternate meetings 
in Amman and Tehran to ' 
discuss and remove obsta- 
cles that impede the prog- 
ress of trade exchanges. 


according to Mr. Awad. 

The two sides agreed that 
tbe joint committee should 
hold its first meeting in 
Amman in November, and 
that an Iranian trade fair 
should be organised m Am- 
man the same month, 
added Mr. Awad. 

Jordan has also submit- 
ted to the Iranian govern- 
ment a draft agreement on 
overland transport to be 
signed formally at a later 
date after the Iranians have 
endorsed the proposal, said 
the ministry official. 

He said the Jordanian 
delegation, which compris- 
ed representatives of the 
ministries of Industry and 
Trade and Transport as 
well as the Central Bank 
and the Amman Chamber 
of Industry visited several 
factories in Tehran and 
Tabriz and inspected items 
displayed at the Tabriz In- 
ternational Fair win-re 125 
firms from 12 countries are 
currently exhibiting their 
products. 



Dentistry conference to start 

Topics include effects of drugs in treatment 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
ntal Department at tbe Royal 
Medical Services is organis- 
ing a three-day conference on 
dentistry at the Farah Centre 
of tbe King Hussein Medical 
Centre next week. Yassin A! 
Hisban, the department 
director, Saturday said that 
36 working papers by special- 
ists and pharmacists from 
Jordan, Arab and foreign 
countries will be submitted to 
the meeting, the fifth to be 
organised by the Royal 
Medical Services in Amman. 

Dental implants, jaw mal- 
occlusion and problems re- 
lated to the tempo mandibu- 
lar joints will be among the 
topics to be discussed by the 
300 participants, said Dr. 
Hisban. 

He said that one of tbe 
papers from Jordan will tack- 
le the challenges faring the 
dentistry profession in the 
Kingdom. 

The pharmacists* papers, 
he added, will discuss the 
effects of medicines on dental 
treatment in general. 

The head of medical ser- 
vices in the Canadian armed 
forces will deliver a lecture 
on the training and recruit- 
ment of doctors and nurses in 
the Canadian army, said Dr. 
Hisban. 

He said that apart from 
doctors from the Royal 
Medical Services and the 
pnblic health sector in Jor- 
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A dentist examines the teeth and g^nns of her young 
patient (File photo) 


£ 


dan, the meeting will be 
attended by specialists and 
dental surgeons at Jordanian 
universities and the private 
sector. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference, the Royal Medic- 
al Services will open exhibi- 
tion displaying dentistry 
equipment, and the partici- 
pants will be taken on a tour 
of the various archaeological 


and tonrist areas in Jordan, 
said Dr. Hisban, 

Referring to the dentistry 
department. Dr. Hisban 
noted that a new dentistry 
section including a unit for 
dental implants will be 
opened at the centre on Nov. 
14, coinciding with the King- 
dom’s observance of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
birthday. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins Royal Cultural Centre on 20:00. 

and tbe deify Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify . ___ 

tbe listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 1 LEtTURc 

„„ Lecture in Arabic entitled “AIDS Between Reality and 

MU " nation*’ by Dr. Rome! Jad’an at Abdul Hameed 

☆ ram entitled “Splash!” at the American Center at Sbtmatt Fon » taa « Amman at 18:30. 

17:00. EXHIBITIONS 

_l ☆ {fainting on copper exhibition by Mohammad Jodi at the 

Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (Td. 695291). 

☆ Children’s {day entitled “Long Liver the Dead Sea** at « “The Child’s World Festival 1994’* (containing aB 

children needs) at the World Exhibition Center, Uat- 
versify Road (Td. 643844). 

* Exhibition of painting by several Jordanian artists 
entitled “The Fact Between Paintings and Viewers As 
Viewed By Artist” at the Royal Cultural Centre, 

* Exhibition of new by Diana Shamonnld ml The 1 

GaBtty, Jordan In ter.Con (mental Hotel (8:00 a.m. - 
7.-00 p.m.) 

* Exhibition of ofl paintings by Princess Wtydao AH at the 
Bnlqa* Art Gallery in Ffahcb (ltkOO a.m.- 8H)0 
(TeL 720677). 
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— Cuba accuses Clinton of double blockade on refugees 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Cuba and some of its fiercest 
critics have found a rare point 
of agreement — denuncia- 
tions of President Bill Clin- 
ton's plan to detain Cuban 
refugees rather than welcome 
them to U.S. shores. 

In a first reaction to Mr. 
Clinton’s move, Cuba's offi- 
cial Prensa Latina news agen- 
cy called it "a cheap political 
manoeuvre" and blamed the 
U.S. economic embargo for 
the exodus ftom the Com- 
munist island. 

Cuban exiles in Miami also 
protested, claiming the U.S. 
measure punishes those who 
had risked their lives to reach 
the United States. 

Many Cubans continued to 
head out to sea in home-built 
rafts Friday even after Mr. 
Clinton said they would be 
detained at the U.S. naval 
base in Guantanamo, Cuba, 
rather than allowed automa- 
tic residence in the United 
States. 


However, at least one raf- 
ter who was forced back to 
shore by problems at sea said 
the new U.S. policy meant he 
would not try again. 

Reporters in Cuba said 
they saw scores of people 
setting out to sea in the Hava- 
na area several hours after 
the new U.S. policy was 
announced. 


trusted in the open-arms 
propaganda of the powerful 
neighbour.” 

Mr. Castro dropped efforts 
to prevent non-violent depar- 
tures from Cuba last week 
after a series of armed boat 
hijackings and the worst riot 
of his 35-year rule. 

He accused the United 
States of encouraging illegal 
departures by tightly limiting 
legal visas while welcoming 
Cubans who arrive illegally in 
Florida. 

Cuba’s desperate economic 
crisis had already fed a grow- 
ing clandestine exodus. The 
new freedom to leave led 
hundreds to openly launch 
rafts from Havana beach- 
fronts for the dangerous 145- 
kilometre (90-mile) voyage to 
the United States. 

More than 3,000 Cubans 
have been rescued by tbe 
U.S. Coast Guard so far this 
month, nearly as many as in 
all of last year and the largest 
number since 1980, the last 
time Mr. Castro opened the 
gates to unrestricted depar- 
tures. 


Prensa Latina said the new 
policy was "the payment 
from Washington for those 
who trust in the neighbour." 

It said the action, coming 
on top of the economic 
■embargo, was "a double 
blockade, this one of a cheap 
political character, to block 
the arrival of those who 


Some Cubans said the new 
U.S. policy would not stop 
the exodus. 

“If the people are ready to 
drown (aboard rafts), the 
matter of Guantanamo is not 
important," said a young 
man repairing a 1951 Chev- 
rolet as hundreds jammed the 
nearby waterfront at Co- 
jimar. The small East Hava- 
na harbour has become a 
major new launching pad for 
refugees. 

“The base at Guantanamo 
isn’t going to be big enough," 
said an older man sitting on 
the Cojimar Sea wall watch- 


ing people leave. 

Neither he nor the younger 
man gave their names. 

In Ecuador, Cuban Fore- 
ign Minister Roberto 
Robaina said Friday that 
Havana was ready for “se- 
rious and profound discus- 
sion" with the United States 
to put an end to the exodus. 

But he said, “my country is 
not willing to continue pro- 
tecting the coasts of the Un- 
ited States." 

Even Mr. Castro’s foes in 
Florida felt wounded by the 
policy change that coaid 
mean long detention for 
family members fleeing 
Cuba. 

“We have been betrayed," 
said Leticia Ramos, who 
waited overnight in Key West 
in vain for two cousins who 
left Cuba by raft Wednesday. 

“These people have been 
through hell in tbe ocean and 
putting up with Castro." said 
her husband. Jack Canafejo. 
“Now they have pnt up with 
all this and they can’t even 
see their family." 

1 Following up on his deci- 
sion to bar Cuban boat peo- 
ple from U.S. shores. Presi- 
dent Clinton is preparing a 
four-step action plan to in- 
crease the pressure on Mr. 
Castro's Communist regime. 

As sketched by a senior 
White House official Friday 
night, the actions include “a 
significant cutback" in pay- 
ments made by Cuban- 
Americans to relatives in 
Cuba, a step that could deny 
the financially strapped coun- 
try an important source of 
hard currency. 

The administration mobil- 
ised resources quickly to start 
detaining Cuban boat people 






Hnmtrwk of Cubans gather ou tbe coast near Cqjhnar, 
Cuba, to say goodbye to friends and fondly preparing to 


escape in makeshift boats. U.S. President Bffl Cfinton said 
Cubans caught to ft* United States would be 

detained (AFP photo) 


and avoid a large influx of 
refugees into tbe United 
States. 

But it has yet to decide 
what will eventually happen 
to those it intercepts. 

The new steps to be 
announced by Mr. Clinton 
Saturday also include 
“beefed-up” U.S. radio 
broadcasts to Cuba and a 
cutback of flights between 
the United States and 
Cuba. 

Tbe United States will seek 
farther punitive action 
against Cuba at tbe United 
Nations, said the White 


House official, who briefed 
reporters under condition of 
anonymity. 

The official said the details 
of tbe actions to be taken 
Vrere still being worked out, 
such as exactly what cuts will 
be made in remittances from 
Caban- Americans to rela- 
tives and others still firing in 
Cuba. 

Some Republican senators 
bad criticised Mr. Clinton 
earlier for not moving direct- 
ly to punish Mr. Castro for. 
the “provocative” policies 
that led to an exodus of re- 
fugees from Cuba. 


But the White House offi- 
cial said, tiie new policies will 
speak for themselves and that 
the president “is moving de- 
liberately and quite sharply." 

Mr. Clinton, meanwhile, 
met Friday night with Florida 
Gov. Lawton Chiles, whose 
state has been a magnet for a 
recent outpouring of Haitian 
as well as Cuban refugees. 

Mr. Chiles said in a state- 
ment that Clinton’s policy of 
denying Cubans entry into 
tbe United States while 
granting them safe havens 
elsewhere will save Cuban 
lives and “lessen the impact 


of this crisis on the people of 
Florida.” 

Mr. Chiles was accompa- 
nied to the White House 
meeting by several Cuban- 
American leaders. He said 
they exchanged views with 
Mr. Clinton and would return 
for a second session Saturday 
after taking an opportunity 
“to do a little thinlang about 
it." 

Pentagon officials said the 
Coast Guard will take the 
lead in setting up a “picket 
line" to intercept Cubans at 
sea who would then be shut- 
tled to the naval base. 


Seoul sets conditions on nuclear 
aid; North rejects inspections 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
. Korea said Saturday it won’t 
give North Korea a modern 
nuclear reactor unless it 
opens its nuclear programme 
to foil inspection, a demand 
the North immediately re- 
jected. 

“We will never allow the 
inspection of the military 
sites at the expense of our 
sovereignty to receive light- 
water reactors.” North 
Korea’s Foreign Ministry 
said. 

4< This is our unshakable 
will," Pyongyang said in a 
report carried by its Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA). 

“Therefore, we declare 
once again that we will never 
allow a ‘special inspection,’ 
though we are willing to in- 
volve ourselves in clearing up 
‘nuclear suspicion’ in the fu- 
ture," North Korea said. 

Its apparent intrasigence 
on the issue of special inspec- 
tions casts a pall over the 
U.S.-North Korea nuclear 
agreement concluded on 
Aug. 13. 

South Korea’s deputy 
prime minister, meanwhile, 
said Washington ought to 
help pay for the reactor, an 
idea sure to rub the U.S. 
Congress and American tax- 
payers the wrong way. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Lee Hong-Koo linked a 


series of preconditions to 
Seoul’s willingness to provide 
the North with the new reac- 
tor. 

“The government’s posi- 
tion is that South-North eco- 
nomic cooperation will be 
pursued in stages if and when 
the North Korean nuclear 
issue is resolved,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Lee Hong- 
Koo told reporters. 

“Concrete plans to that 
end will gradually emerge in 
the course of talks between 
the United States and North 
Korea and between the two 
parts of Korea themsleves," 
said Mr. Lee, who is also the 
minister of unification affairs. 

Pyongyang would first 
have to fully comply with the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty, complete dry storage 
of 8,000 plutonium-laden 
spent fuel rods and stop 
building two graphite- 
moderated reactors in ex- 
change for electric power 
from the South, officials told 
Yonhap News Agency, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 


Later, Seoul will demand 
that the reactors provided to 
the North be of South Ko- 
rean design and manufacture, 
and Japan and the United 
States help pay for them, the 
officials were quoted as 
saying. 


Various U.S. laws bar the 
United States from providing 
funds or nudear technology 
to an “enemy" state such as 
North Korea, thus complicat- 
ing the package deal. 

Mr. Lee told reporters af- 
ter a meeting with President 
Kim Young- Sam that “the 
U.S. should be willing to 
extend appro p riate finandal 
and technological support for 
the project in keeping with its 
commitment to uphold the 
(nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty) regime. Japan should 
also fulfil an appropriate role 
in the project.” 

Also, as part of second- 
phase preconditions, linkage 
between North Korea-U.S. 
talks preconditions, linkage 
between North Korea-U.S. 
talks and inter-Korean dia- 
logue. and discussion of fami- 
ly reunions and human rights 
improvements in North 
Korea should be considered, 
Yonhap reported. 

About 10 million Koreans 
in the North and South are 
separated from relatives by 
the impenetrable border be- 
tween the two states. 

The officials were quoted 
by Yonhap as saying that 
while Seoul is wilting to 
supply surplus electric power 
to North Korea. It will not 
provide oil, fearing it could 
be used for military purposes. 


Observers are sceptical a credible 
election can be held in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Foreign and domestic obser- 
vers sav Mexico’s weekend 
vote for president may be the 
cleanest ever, but many are 
still skeptical it will be free of 
fraud. 

Civic Alliance, the largest 
of several independent poll- 
watching groups, said its 
directors were roughed up, 
its offices in Matamoros Ran- 
sakced, and some of its work- 
ers threatened around the na- 
tion. 

The alliance, a coalition of 
non-governmental groups 
helping to train foreign 
observers, blamed the gov- 
ernment and ruling party for 
the harassment. 

■ “The conditions do not ex- 
ist that would permit the 
qualification of the 1994 elec- 
toral process as fair or trust- 
worthy,” the group said 
ahead of Sunday’s vote, a key 
test of Mexico’s resolved to 
match economic with demo- 
cratic reforms. 

; But it said late Friday 
enough advances had been 
made to leave open the possi- 
bility of a “relatively credi- 
ble” election. . 

The election is of crucial 
interest to the democraciesof 
North America and Europe, 
which embarked on a greater 
tree-trade relationship with 

Mexico after this country dra- 
matically opened its eco- 
nomy' 


President Carlos Salmas 
De Gortari, allowed only one 
six-year term, launched the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement will the United 
States and Canada on Jam 1 
after adopting bold free- 
market reforms. 

In Washingto, President 
BDI Cfinton said Friday he 
expected the election would 
be “free, open and fair.” 

“I expect them to produce 
a result which will be 
accepted by die people of 
Mexico," Mr. Clinton said. 

Ernesto Zedillo of the in- 
stitutional Revolutionary 
Party, or PRI, is favoured to 
win. That would ensure the 
party’s continuous bold on 
the presidency since it was 
formed 65 years ago. 

Former Congressman 
Diego Fernandez De Ceval- 
los of the conservative 
National Action Party was 
second in recent polls. 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, re- 
peat candidate of the leftist 
Democratic Revolutionary 
Party, lagged in third after a 
lackluster campaign. He con-, 
tends Mr. Salinas stole the 
1988 election from him. 

Analysts said that with one 
in four of Mexico’s 45.7 mil- 
lion voters undecided, Sun- 
day’s election could deliver a 
surprise. The top vote-getter 
wins regardless of the final 
totals. ■ 

The Carter centre at Em- 


ory University far Atlanta, 
Georgia, sent a 15-member 
team that reported the elec- 
tion likely will be the deanest 
in Mexico’s history but dot 
problems remain. Hie de- 
legation included a group of 
former heads of state and 
politicians. 

“It’s important that Mex- 
icans know the world is 
watching,” said spokesman 
Joe Clark, a former Canadian 
prime minister. 

Former U.S. House Speak- 
er Em Wright said he was 
“very sensitive,” to Mexican 
concerns about foreign in- 
terference and prejudging die 
vote. 

“I consider myself an in- 
vited guest,” Mr. Wright said 
at a group news conference 
Friday. “I wouldn’t go into 
my neighbour’s home and tell 
him how to hang his pictures 
or how to arrange his furni- 
ture.” 

Bnt the group, in a report 
issued last week, said Mex- 
ican parties were fighting on 
“an uneven playing field” 
due to media coverage 
favouring die PRI and S40 
milli on presidential campaign 
spending cap only die PRI 
conk) reach. 

The Civil Alliance said 
armed men carrying walkie- 
talkies broke up a meeting of 
eight of the alliance’s direc- 
tors Thursday night at a 
downtown restaurant. 


Murayama confronts history on Asian visit 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama begins Tuesday 
an official eight-day visit to 
four Asian countries, a trip 
which may show how well the 
scars of history have healed. 

Tbe main objective for the 
Socialist government head is 
to tighten economic links 
with South East Asia, the 
primary target of Japanese 
investors. 

But Japanese atrocities in 
-World War U is a subject that 
won’t go away and one of tbe 
biggest obstacles* Mr. 
Murayama will face daring 
his trip. 

He will first visit the Philip- 
pines, one of the places 
where “comfort women” 
were forced by the Japanese 
army to serve as prostitutes 
for the emperor’s soldiers. 
Surviving victims and victims' 
families have threatened to 
demonstrate during his visit. 

Nelia Sancho, president of 
an organisation defending the 
interests of the women who 
are claiming compensation 
from the Japanese govern- 
ment, said the demonstra- 
tions will occur in front of the 
Japanese embassy and the 


Manila Hotel where Mr. 
Murayama will stay. • 
Mr. Murayama is due to 
arrive in Vietnam Thursday, 
becoming the first Japanese 
head of government to visit 
since the country's 1975 uni- 
fication. 


He will then travel on to 
Malaysia Friday where 
opposition leader, Lim Kit 
Siang has already demanded 
that Mr. Murayama give tbe 
go ahead for compensation to 
victims of atrocity committed 
in the country by the 
Japanese army. 

Mr. Murayama ends bis 
visit Monday in Singapore, 
where the Japanese army’s 
legacy is equally keenly felt. 

The civilian death toll 
while Japan overran vast 
areas of Asia is estimated at 
up to two million in Indochi- 
na, 1.1 million in the Philip- 
pines and about 50.000 in 
Malaysia and in Singapore, 
according to figures pub- 
lished by Japanese scholars. 


all description" on Asian 
countries during the war. 

Seeking to repair tbe dam- 
age caused three days earlier 
by State Minister and En- 
vironmental Agency Director 
General Shin Sakurai, who 
said Japan had not wanted to 
lead a war of aggression in 
Asia, Mr. Murayama 
accepted his resignation and 
announced the setting up of a 
fund to compensate Japan’s 
war victims. 


Mr. Murayama. on tbe 
49th anniversary of Japan's 
surrender on Aug. 15, said 
the country had inflicted 
“tragic suffering which defies 


’ On the economical and 
political front. Aria is now 
considered as “the most im- 
portant region" for Japan, in 
the words of a senior foreign 
affairs minister. 

Japanese investments rep- 
resent 25 percent of the total 
foreign investment among 
the ASEAN (Association of 
Sooth East Asian Nations) 
nations: Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand. 

In Vietnam Murayama is 
expected to announce an aid 
padcage of 7.7 billion yen 
($77 million) to assist reforms 
there. 

Japan suspended its econo- 
mic relations with Vietnam in 


1979 following the invasion of 
Cambodia, but began grant- 
ing leans to Hanoi in 1992 
after foe withdrawal of Viet- 
namese personnel from Cam- 
bodia. - 

In the Philippines and 
Malaysia, Mr. Murayama will 
discuss the effect of the soar- 
ing yen. on trade and the 
repayment of yen loans. 

On the political front, tins 
trip, which may be followed 
by an autumn visit to China, 
will be a chance for Mr. 
Murayama to assure Japan’s 
trading partners of the con- 
tinuity of Japanese policy and 
diplomacy after the rise to 
power in June of the first 
Socialist prime minister for 
47 vears. 


More than 50 per cent of 
Japanese have a low opinion 
of the cabinet of Mr. 
Murayama, according to a 
Jiji Press opinion poll pub- 
lished Saturday. 

The Jiji survey covering 
some 1,400 eligible voters, 
aged 20 or more, found that 
51 per cent of them rated the 
Murayama cabinet low, 
against 33.3 per cent who 
rated it high. 


Jakarta rules out talks with ‘non-existent’ rebels 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
Indonesian military Saturday 
rejected an offer of a un- 
ilateral ceasefire by East 
Timorese guerrillas in ex- 
change for talks, saying the 
offer was groundless as the 
rebel group no longer posed a 
serious threat. 

A spokesman for the East 
Timor military command. 
Major Simbokm, told AFP 
by phone that the offer was 


Maubere Resistance National 
Council, tbe rebels’ umbrella 
group, told Lisbon radio sta- 
tion TSF that tbe offer had 


been proposed in a message 
from resis tan ce Commander 


to make people 
that they still exist." 

However they have been 
paralysed “and no longer ex-< 
ist," be said. “They do not 
have any more power." 

Maj. Simbolon put the 
number of guerrillas still 
fighting from tiie jungle at no 
more than 200, and said they 
no longer represented a 
security threat. 

On Friday Ramos Horta, 
special repres en tative of tbe 


Kums Santana. . 

Com. Santana and his par- 
tisans are fighting for tbe 
independence of East Timor, 
a former Portuguese colony 
that was seized by Indonesian 
troops in December 1975. 

The annexation has never 
been recognised by the Un- 
ited Nations. 

Mr. Horta said the propos- 
al called for talks to take 
place either under tbe au- 
spices of the bishop of Dili, 
Monsignor Ximenes Bek>, or 
the United Nations. 

Tbe possibility of direct 
negotiations was “an Indone- 
sian military initiative,” 

according to Mr. Horta. 

In his broadcast Mr. Horta 
added that tbe United Na- 


tions must become involved 
in tbe talks to ensure that 
they do not become “a tri- 
lateral affair” and to prevent 
possible Indonesian govern- 
ment pressure on Monsignor 
Belo. 

He said the army and the 
rebels were currently en- 
gaged m “heavy fighting” in die 
Baucau, Los Palmas and 
Vjqueque regions. 

“Tbe resistance is veiy ac- 
tive in these central areas," 
according to Mr. Horta, “to 
the extent that Indonesian 
authorities refused to autho- 
rise a visit to the region by 
Japanese MPs who were in 
the territory last week." 

“This initiative could simp- 
ly be an attempt tty the unfit- 
ary to reach a settlement with 
tiie guerrillas without involv- 
ing tiie Jakarta government 
or the United Nations. 

■ “There are differences on 
tins point between the In- 


donesian government and tbe 
army, 

“The resistance will un- 
ilaterally observe a ceasefire 
if the process of dialogue gets 
under way, either under the 
auspices of the bishop of Dili 
or tbe United Nations. But 
the Indonesians most be 
ready to negotiate." 

Portugal and Indonesia 
have been taking part in 
U.N. -sponsored t»Hr$ on East 
Timor for the past 11 years. 

The Indonesian authorities 
arrested dissident leader 
Xanana Gnsmao in 1992 and 
jailed trim to fife last year, for 
plotting against the state, and 
illegal possession of firearms. 

In August President Suhar- 
to converted the sentence to 
a 20-year jail term. 

Mr. Gnsmao was bead of 
the FretQm East Timorese 
pro-indepe ndence movement 
from 1979 until his arrest in 
Dili. 


U.S. threatens Angolan rebels with more sanctions 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — The 
United States has threatened 
additional sanctions against 
Angola's UNITA rebels if 
they reject power-sharing 
proposals to end nearly two 
decades of dvft war, accord- 
ing to a letter obtained Satur- 
day. 

The letter, seen by Reu- 
ters, was sent to UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi on 
Aug. 17 by U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for African 
Affairs George Moose. 

' It said talks in Lusaka be- 
tween UNITA and the gov- 
ernment of President Eduar- 
do Jose Dos Santos offered 
the rebels “a momentous and 
historic Opportunity to bring 
peace to Angola.” 

“You are well aware the 
patience of the international 


community » rapidly running 
out after being witness to die 
negotiations in Lusaka over 
many months. 

“Unless demonstrable 
pr o gre s s is made on the re- 
maining issues, most particu- 
larly the national reconcilia- 
tion package, the United 
States will support additional 
sanctions at the United Na- 
tions at the end of 

The Security Council im- 
posed an oil and arms embar- 
go on UNITA (National Un- 
ion for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola) last Septem- 
ber. It has several times 
threatened to add a trade ban 
and slap travel restrictions on. 
key UNITA members. 

Ms. Moose said in his let- 
ter. “We will also be am- 
strained to withdraw Ambas- 


sador Paul Hare from the 
Lusaka peace talks and adopt 
a policy of non- 
communication with UNITA 
unless we are persuaded that 
UNITA is committed to 
bringing tiie peace process to 
a successful and rapid conclu- 
sion." 

The United States, which 
formerly backed the rebels 
against the ruling MPLA, 
urged Mr. Savimbi not to 
delay meeting South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
whose intervention was 
sought by U.N. mediators to 
persuade UNITA to accept 
settlement proposals. 

An impasse has been 
reached at the Lusaka talks 
over UNlTA’s demands for 
tbe governorship of its stron- 
ghold province Hnambo 


which the government has 
turned down. 

The Zambian government, 
which sort a delegation to 
meet Savimbi, has proposed 
neutral governorship of 
Huambo, which both UN- 
ITA and government turned 
down. 

Diplomatic sources moni- 
toring the talks said the 
stance taken by Washington 
was an indication that UN- 
■ HA, which last week said 
there would be no positive 
results from the talks if it did' 
not get Huambo, was running 
out of options. 

“We now live in a uni- 
polar world and the super- 
power, the United States 
sets tbe trend and they have 
* 2 ? so over Angola," one 
African diplomat said. 


Drunk policeman 
who drove wrong 
way suspended 


BORDEAUX. France 
(.AFP) — A policemen who 
drove in a drunken daze 
down the wrong side of a 
motorway and caused an 
accident in which he and four 
others were hurt, has been 
suspended from duty, the 
public prosecutor here said 
Friday. The policeman, in Us 
40s, whose identity was not 
revealed, was off duty Tues- 
day nig ht when the accident, 
ocurred on the A62 motor- 
way near this southeast town. 
He was seriously injured in 
the crash and was stiU too 31 
Friday to answer investiga- 
tors’ questions. His vehicle 
collided with another with 
four people aboard, all of 
whom were seriously injured. 
The prosecutor's office de- 
nied it was giving tbe man 
favourable treatment because 
he was a police officer. “We 
are not going to haxrass bim 
while he is still in intensive 
care,’’ a spokesman said. 


Jimi Hendrix 
memorabilia 
auction 


LONDON (AP) — Fans of /* 
Jimi Hendrix snapped np ’ 
clothes and guitars of the 
1960s American rock star, 
spending £225.000 ($349,000) 
at a London auction. One 
orange floral velvet jacket 
sold for £41,800 (S64,790) to 
an anonymous telephone bid- 
der, who also bought a 
striped wool jacket for 
£25300 ($39,215), Bonham’s 
auction house said after the 
sale. The highest-priced item 
was a Gibson flying V guitar 
that went for £50,600 
($78,430). “It’s been amaz- 
ing," said a Bonhams spokes- 
woman. “People seem deter- 
mined to get Hendrix 
memorabilia at any cost" 
The seller was not identified. 
Hendrix died in London in 
1970 after taking drugs. The 
sale total for the Hendrix 
material was £225,373 
($349,328). Telephone bids 
came in from America, 
where Hard Rock Cafe co- 
founder Peter Morton snap- 
ped up items for his new Las 
Vegas Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino. Mr. Morion was die 
buyer of the Gibson guitar. 
He also paid £22,000 
($34,100) for a psychedelic 
cotton “poppy” jacket from 
1967. Other Hendrix guitars 
went for £14300 ($22,165) 
and £7,700 ($11,935). ^ 


German tourists 
sleep with 
decomposing 
body 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Florida (AFP) — A German 
couple slept through the 
night in a motel room here, 
apparently without noticing a 
decomposing corpse stuffed 
under their bed. Though 
motel employees had de- 
tected a strong odor for 
several days, the staff put the 
couple in the room anyway, 
police said Thursday. The de- 
caying corpse of Bryan Greg- 
ory, 47, was discovered 
Wednesday wrapped in plas- 
tic and tacked under a plat- 
form bed only after the con- 
pie checked out. Authorities 
reported that Gregory, who 
was from New York, had 
jong criminal history includ- 
ing fraud and arson. They 
just thought it was a bad 
smell. No one bothered to 
look for the source until it 
became overwhelming,” 
poKee spokeswoman Sonya 
Friedman said. This was not 
the first time Florida officials 
have dealt with such a situa- 
tion. Ip March, a German 
tourist in Miami Springs com- 
plained of a foul smell, which 
was traced to the body of a 
woman under his bed. 


Semi-nude 
captain 
fined for being 
in the news 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
adulterous British army offic- 
er who twice posed semi- 
nude on the front-page of a 
national newspaper has been 
fined £1,200 ($1,800) for her 
double exposure, military 
officials said Friday. Captain 
Angela Jackson. 35, com- 
pounded her modelling off- 
ences by telling the paper 
about her affair with her 34- 
year-old lover, a sergeant, 
whom she described as “the 
best lover in the universe.”, 
Tbe Sun newspaper claimed 
that the wronged husband, a 
45-year-old lieutenant- 
colonel, had threatened to 
have Capt. Jackson court 
martialled if she did not leave 
her non-commissioned lover. 
Capt. Jackson complained 
that double standards were 
still operating in the army. 
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A French Le gionnai re monitors Rwandan Hntns crossing the bridge near die Cyangugu border post, iwiHwg to Bukavu in 
Zaire or returning to Rwanda (AFP photo) 

Karadzic fights for support against Milosevic 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
% Bosnian Serb war leaders, 
disavowed and isolated by 
Yugoslavia, Saturday began 
efforts to rally support m 
their power straggle with Bel- 
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Radovan Karadzic, presi- 
dent of die self -proclaimed 
Bosnian Serb Republic, and 
his top officials, met leaders 
of the rebel Serb Krajina 
enclave in Croatia. 

He planned a mass meeting 
in die north Bosnian town of 
Banja Luka Sunday to show 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic dial he commands 
die loyalty of Bosnian Serbs 
in his rejection of an interna- 
tional peace plan. 

Serbian-led Yngoslavia, 
pressuring Bosnian Serb 
hardliners to accept a prop- 
osed territorial settlement 
with their Muslim and Croat 
foes, unleashed a scathing 
personal indictment of Mr. 
Karadzic and bis government 
Friday. 

Yugoslav Federal Presi- 
dent Zoran Lffic accused the 
Bosnian Serb leadership of 
pursuing the war for personal 
g^u, committing war crimes, 
sacrificing lives and deceiving 
their people. 

He spoke in the name of 
Serbian President Slobodan 
g Milosevic who has turned 
- against Bosnian Serb leaders 
in an .attempt to end the 
Bosnian war and lift U.N. 
sanctions against Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Lflic spokes contemp- 
tuously of the Bosnian Serb 
decision to bold a national 
referendum on the peace 
plans which divides Bosnia in 
half after 28 months of fight- 
ing and requires Serbs to give 
up large tracts of territory. 

There was no immediate 


reaction to the onslaught 
from the Bosnian Serbs 
whose telephone lines with 
Yngoslavia have been cut 
under a blockade ordered by 
Mr. Milosevic. 

The Yugoslav News Agen- 
cy, Tanjng, said Mr. Karad- 
zic met m die Krajina capital 
of Kirin with local Serb leader 
Milan Marti c on the immedi- 
ate unification of die Bo snian 
Serb Republic and Krajina. 

A local radio station 
quoted Mr. Martic, a 
Milosevic loyalist, as saying 
that unification was not a 
realistic prospect at die mo- 
ment. 

Political sources said 
Mr.Karadric hoped to get a 
wanner reception from hard- 
liners in Krajina who fear 
Mr. Martic and Mr. 
Milosevic may betray then- 
attempt to remain indepen- 
dent of Croatia. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Mr. 
Karadzic would be sur- 
rounded by all of his lead- 
ership colleagues at the Sun- 
day rally in Banja Luka. 

A big popular turnout 
would be a boost for Mr. 
Karadzic in his defiance of 
Belgrade since Banja Luka is 
not normally regarded as one 
of his main centres of sup- 
port. 

Mr. Lilic singled Mr. 
Karadzic out for heavy per- 
sonal criticism in his state- 
ment which swamped the 
Belgrade press Saturday. 

But he also implied strong 
disapproval of Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) Commander 
General Ratko Mladic by 
attacking the BSA attack on 
the Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde earlier this year. 

The offensive was halted 


only after the U.N. 
threatened the BSA with air 
attack by NATO and senior 
Serb sources admitted that it 
had been difficult to persuade 
Gen. Mladic to obey political 
instructions to pull back. 

Belgrade’s broadside 
against Mr. Karadzic drew 
clear battle fines between the 
Bosnian Serb hardliners and 
Mr. Milosevic who was ear- 
lier accused by the West for 
fomenting the Bosnian war in 
pursuit of a greater Serbia. 

These ambitions have been 
scaled down under die weight 
of U.N. sanctions, interna- 
tional quarantine and the 
prospect of a conflict drag- 
ging on with no clearcut re- 
sult. 

Mr. Lilic acknowledged 
the peace plan drawn up by 
the five major powers was 
not perfect but said it was 
time for the Bosnian Serbs to 
sign even if Muslims and 
Croats were getting the bet- 
ter part of the deal. 

In the northwest Bibac en- 
clave of Bosnia, U.N. envoy 
Sergio De Meflo mediating 
terms for the surrender erf 
Muslim rebel leader Fikret 
Abdic who is under increas- 
ing attack by troops of the 
Muslim-led government in 
Sarajevo. 

Although Mr. Abdic de- 
nied he was planning a formal 
surrender, U.N. peacekeep- 
ers said his forces were no 
longer offering resistance and 
civilians were fleeing terri- 
tory still under his control. 

Meanwhile, NATO planes 
stepped up reconnaisance 
flights over Sarajevo’s U.N.- 
declared exclusion zone 
Saturday as dashes between 
Bosnian Serbs and Muslim- 
led government forces inten- 


sified northwest of the Bos- 
nian capital. 

Both sides were seriously 
violating the U.N.’s six- 
month-old ban on heavy 
weapons in a 20-kilometre 
radius around the city, a 
U.N. spokesman said. 

A source dose :o the joint 
Croat-Bosnian military lead- 
ership in Sarajevo said Bos- 
nian Serb forces counter- 
attacked early Saturday in 
the Breza region, northwest 
of here, where the Bosnian 
army has been on the offen- 
sive for the past two weeks. 

, From Breza, the army 
hopes to win control of a 
strategic road leading to cen- 
tral Bosnia. This would make 
military movements to 
government-held parts of 
centra] Bosnia easier and 
could help to break the Serbs 
siege of Sarajevo. 

General Michael Rose, 
head of the U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) in 
Bosnia -Herzegovina, 
threatened- K) days ago to 
request NATO air strikes to 
discourage fighting. 

U.N. military observers re- 
ported 'more than 551 inst- 
ances of mortar and heavy- 
gun fire Friday alone, said 
UNPROFOR’s military 
spokesman for Bosnia, Major 
Rob Annink. 

He said both sides were 
firing from the exclusion 
zone, adding: “We know that 
there are some heavy 
weapons there and we want 
to investigate.” 

UNPROFOR had received 
permission from Bosnian 
army Commander-in Chief 
Rasim Delic to go to the 
combat zone but its men were 
prevented from getting near 
tbe front, be added. 


Bonn finds bomb ingredient with smuggled plutonium 
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BONN (R) — German au- 
I tborities said Saturday they 

j had seized around one kilog- 

I ramme of Uthium-6, used in 
the making of hydrogen 
bombs, when they, confis- 
cated a consignment of con- 
traband plutonium earlier 
this month. 

Tire news caxne as State 
Secretary Bernd Schmid- 
' baucr, Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's intelligence coordina- 
tor, arrived in Moscow to 
(fiscuss ways to stop smug- 
gling of nuclear materials 
from Russia — considered 
tire main source of such sub- 
stances. 

Adding to the pressure on 
Russia to tighten its nuclear 
security. Finance Minister 
Tbeo Waigel said financial 
) i aid to Moscow would in fu- 
• 9 nire be linked to cooperation 
1 in stemming the peddling of 
unclear material. 

In the most spectacular of 
three seizures of] plutonium m 
tire last four months, police in 
Munch earlier this month 
caught couriers who flew in 
from Moscow with over 300 
grammes (10.5 ounces) of the 
highly toxic and radioactive 
material. 
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'A spokesman for the Bava- 
rian Regional Criminal Inves- 
tigation Department in 
Munich said laboratory tests 
showed that another vessel 
brought in by the couriers 
contained lithium-6, a non- 
radjoacrive substance used to 
make hydrogen bombs. 

He said the smugglers ear- 
lier gave a sample or lithium- 
6 to police agents setting up 
foe deal, and that a report in 
foe news weekly Spiegel put- 
ting the total amount of 
smuggled liforum-6 at around 
one kilogramme was broadly 
accurate. 

Mr. Schmidbauer had said 
Friday he expected to see 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin during his two^day visit to 
Moscow. 

Mr. Schmidbauer has dis- 
missed Moscow’s protesta- 
tions that tbe nuclear mate- 
rial is not Russian and that 
the West is using such accusa- 
tions to gain control over 
Russia’s midear industry. 

He took Germany’s high- 
est espionage and counter- 
intelligence officials with him 
to put pressure on Moscow to 
stop the leaks of nuclear 
material, together with 


laboratory findings which 
Germany says prove foe con- 
fiscated material stems from 
Russia. 

He told Der Spiegel that 
Germany’s BND intelligence 
agency should be given the 
“legal possibility” to set up 
sting-type deals abroad with 
would-be smugglers, some- 
thing not likely to be 
accepted by Moscow. 

In an interview released 
ahead of publication Sunday, 
Finance Minister Waigel told 
tbe Bild Am Sountag news- 
paper. 

“Germany will link its 
financial assistance for Russia 
to foe condition that Moscow 
cooperates with us in foe 
fight against international 
nuclear smuggling.” 

“I expect other nations to 
take the same stand,” he 
added. 

Mr. Waigel, who also has 
responsibility for German 
customs, said new apparatus 
was being tested to make it 
easier to check for nuclear 
contraband. 

But he said that on his 
orders customs officers were 
already making doser checks 
for radioactive material at 


borders. 

The spectaoilar finds of 
nudear material have raised 
fears that far greater quanti- 
ties may be getting out of 
Russia undetected and find- 
ing their way into the hands 
of criminals or of developing 
countries working on nuclear 
weapons programmes. 

Spiegel said that business- 
man Adolf Jaekle, arrested in 
May after a sample of six 
grammes of plutonium was 
found in his garage, was pre- 
paring to tell authorities ab- 
out other quantities of smug- 
gled plutonium now being 
offered in Europe. 

German television has re- 
ported that an unidentified 
co on tty interested in de- 
veloping nuclear weapons 
had furnished Mr. Jaekle 
with S100 million to buy 
weapons-grade plutonium. 

Late Saturday, the Ger- 
man delegation met their 
Russian counterparts at the 
Lubyanka in central Moscow, 
foe headquarters of tbe for- 
mer KGB security policy. 

The Russian side was led 
by Sergei Stepashin, head of 
the FSK federal counter- 
intdliaence service. 


Nigerian military orders clampdown on opposition 

" — ' - *. j — leader dailies. — 


Lagos (AFP) — The Nige- 
rian military continued a 
clamp down on opponents 
Saturday with security agents 
rounding up at least 13 
Opposition leaders, amid 
fears that leaders of striking 
pro-democracy unions would 
- also be targetted, opposition 
and press reports said. 

The arrests mark the latest 
stage in the crackdown by 
General Sani Abacha’s milit- 
ary regime against an alliance 
of pro-democracy groups and 
Striking oil unions, whose 
seven-week protest has crip- 
pled the country's economy. 

On Thursday foe military 
authorities dissolved the 
leadership of three trade un- 
ions spearheading protests 
aimed at forcing the military 
from power and the release 


of jailed opposition 
Moshood Abiola. 

Newspaper reports Satur- 
day of the arrests, carried out 
over the past 24 hours, came 
after opposition sources said 
Friday that security agents 
arrested the two main leaders 
of the pro-democracy opposi- 
tion umbrella National 
Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO) in Lagos. 

Caught in the latest secur- 
ity operation were Balarabe 
Musa, the former civilian 
governor of Kaduna state, 
and retired Colonel Abu 
Bakar Umar, a scion of one 
of foe leading families in the 
mainl y-Moslim north of foe 
country, said the government 
newspaper Daily Times and 
the Tribune and Champion 


Col. Umar, who comes 
from foe conservative north, 
has made several outspoken 
calls for tbe military govern- 
ment to hand over to jailed 
opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola. widely believed to 
have won a presidential elec- 
tion in Jane 1993 organised 
but later annulled by the 
military. 

Retired General Alani 
AJdnirade, a former Industry 
minister and member of the 
pro-democracy opposition 
□mbrella National Democra- 
tic Coalition (NADECO), 
Prince Ademola Adenije- 
Adele, former president of 
Lagos City Council and Fred 
Eno, a dose Abiola aide. 


were among those reported 


arrested. 

Also arrested were Chief 
Anthony Enharo, 71, a nego- 
tiator in talks leading to 
Nigeria’s independence from 
Britain in 1960, and Chief 
Cornelius Adebayo, a former 
civilian governor in central 
Kwara state. Both arc senior 
leaders and founding mem- 
bers of NA DECO. 

A senior member of 
NADECO branded the 
arrests “a very callous panic 
measure to repress the 
opposition (in oraer to se- 
cure) the perpetuation of foe 
military rule.” 

He added that “to intimi- 
date people with brutal force 
is not the answer or the solu- 
tion to foe present political 
crisis.” 


Rwandans pour into Bukavu; 
Zaire finally closes border 


BUKAVU, Zaire (Agencies) 
— Thousands of Rwandan 
Hutus poured into Zaire 
Saturday, laden with posses- 
sions and pulling goats and 
children after them in a rush 
to cross the frontier before 
border guards shut off their 
escape route. 

Zairean soldiers finally 
closed tbe border Saturday 
afternoon, baiting foe flood 
of refugees, witnesses said. 

United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) monitors posted 
at the bridge, foe main cros- 
sing between Rwanda and 
Zaire, counted between 
2,000-2,500 arrivals passing 
each hour before it was 
closed. 

A two-kilometre queue, 
three people wide, snaked up 
the hill leading down to the 
rickety bridge, prodded into 
constant motion by French 
Legionnaires. Many were left 
stranded by the closure. 

The panicked rush of 
Hutus, the majority tribe in 
Rwanda, was provoked bv 
fears that the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan Patrio- 
tic From will seek revenge 
against them after a French 
intervention force pulls out 
Sunday. 

The RPF won power in 
Kigali in July after a three- 
month offensive against a 
Hutu regime during which 
time government soldiers and 
Hutu militias slaughtered an 
estimated 500,000 people, 
mostly Tutsis. 

“We heard on the radio 
that the border was about to 
dose so people are hurrying 
to get across while there is 
still time,” said Lambert 
Sebantu, a civil servant, 
shortly before the gates were 
closed. 

For many this was the di- 
max of a week-long trek from 
the towns of Gikongoro and 
Kibuye, which have been 


slowly emptying before 
French troops depart. 

Exhausted by the walk 
through rain and hail, some 
refugees were leaning on 
sticks. Others had their feet 
wrapped in bandages. The 
rest were sweating under 
their loads : mattresses, bat- 
tered pots and pans, bags of 
clothes. 

Zaire’s attempt to prevent 
a repeat of the tragedy- in 
Goma last month, when 
more than a million came 
across and tens of thousands 
died in ensuing expidemics. 
has merely increased the 
pressure of this lakeside 
town. 

UNHCR offidals said be- 
tween 20.000 and 25,000 
Rwandans crossed into Buka- 
vu Friday, foe highest num- 
ber yet. 

Aid offidals are desperate- 
ly trying to move the refugees 
out of the town, which is 
sheltering more than 80.000 
squatters and is already 
seeing foe start of a dysentery 
epidemic. 

Most of foe refugees stop 
at the first settlement tbev 
find — a squalid camp of 
10,000 that has sprung up in 
the grounds of a once-ciegant 
Jesuit School. 

The aim is to move these 
people to the dozen outlying 
camps where disease wiU be 
easier to combat and there 
will be no risk of clashes with 
local Zaireans. 

But while the centre of 
Bukavu is being transformed 
into a massive refugee camp, 
aid offidals insist the crisis 
has not yet reached the catas- 
trophic proportions seen in 
Goma. 

Aid organisations are 
trying to brake the flow by 
setting up way stations on the 
road and opening two re- 
fugee camps in Cyangugu, on 
foe Rwandan side of the fron- 
tier. 


They had begged the Zai- 
reans not to go ahead with 
the border closure, saying ir 
could spark a stampede. 

French Legionnaires at 
Ruzizi said tension could rise 
on Sunday when the border 
falls under the control of 
Ethiopian troops, part of a 
U.N. force. 

“I just hope the Zaireans 
don’t try to stop the move- 
ment in mid-flow. If they 
start shooting, there will be 
bell to pay.” said one. 

The United Nations has 
distributed hundreds of 
thousands of leaflets in 
Rwandan refugee camps in 
Zaire and in the French safe- 
ty zone in southwestern 
Rwanda calling on Rwandans 
to return to their homes, a 
U.N. spokesman said Satur-' 
day. 

Pierre Mehu, the civilian 
spokesman for the U.N. Mis- 
sion In Rwanda (UN AMIR), 
said 300,000 of the leaflets in 
French and the local lan- 
guage Enkinyarwanda had 
been dropped over camps in 
the Goma region of Zaire. 

Thousands of others had 
been handed out on the roads 
in foe humanitarian safety- 
zone. he added. 

French troops are sche- 
duled to pull out of tbe zone 
by Sunday night, triggering 
fears of another mass exodus. 

UN AMIR troops are due 
to take over from the French 
in the zone. 

Major Jean-Guy Pianie. 
UNAMIR's military spokes- 
man, said UN AMIR soldiers 
would be as visible as possi- 
ble m foe sector over the next 
48 hours. 

Tbe new commander of 
UNAMIR, General Guy 
Tousignant. was due to visit 
the region Sunday. 

By Sunday night around 
2,000 U.N. soldiers will be 
deployed in the zone, which 
covers around a fifth of 


Rwanda's total area. 

Major Plante said the 
Ethiopian battalion was 
already “90 per cent" de- 
ployed by Saturday morning. 

Hutu tender killed in 
Burundi 

A Hutu militia leader from 
Burundi’s most popular party 
has been murdered, promp- 
ting the government to 
appeal for calm Saturday to 
e:«y tensions threatening to 
explode into a bloodbath in 
Rwanda’s neighbour. 

Syivesirc Mfayokurera, 
head of tbe national parlia- 
ment's Economic Commis- 
sion, was killed by unknown 
attackers overnight at his 
home in Mutanga, a suburb 
of the capital Bujumbura, 
official sources said. 

Mr. Mfayokurera was also 
a chief of “the Generation of 
Democracy in Burundi”, the 
militia wing of the Front for 
Democracy in Burundi 
(Frodcbu) Party, 

On Saturday, Interim Pres- 
ident Syivesirc Nlibanum- 
ganya appealed on national 
radio to those who had 
elected Mr. Mfayokurara to 
parliament in his home home 
northern province of Ngozi. a 
powder keg of ethnic unrest, 
not to seek revenge for his 
death. 

Ngozi has been scene of 
the worst ethnic dashes be- 
tween Hutus and Tutsis in 
recent weeks and hundreds 
have died there. 

Frodebu has the majority 
support of Burundi’s Hutus, 
who overwhelmingly elected 
Melchior Ndadaye as presi- 
dent early last year after de- 
cades of hardline Tutsi milit- 
ary rule. 

Tutsi renegade soldiers 
murdered Mr. Ndadaye and 
many Frodebu leaders in 
October. 


Troops on alert after Lesotho anti-monarchy protests 


MASERU (AFP) — Lesotho 
security forces have been 
placed on foe alert ahead of a 
two-day national strike called 
for Monday to protest against 
a royal coup in foe southern 
African kingdom, head of the 
caretaker government, Hae 
Phoofolo, said Saturday. 

Five people have been kil- 
led since Wednesday, when 
King Letsie III dissolved par- 
liament and ousted the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Ntsu MokhelhJe. 

Mr. Phoofolo, named by 
King Letsie Friday as head of 
a Provisional Council to rule 
Lesotho for 12 months, told 
AFP that he was bracing for a 
period of instability in the 
wake of the king’s decree. 

“The people have a right to 
protest, but they are angry 
and will not listen to reason,” 
he said. 

One person was killed late 
Friday when police opened 
fire on anti-monarchy protes- 
tors in tbe southern town of 
Qu thing, adding to the four 
killed in the capital when 
demonstrators massed out- 
side foe royal palace. 

The streets of Maseru were 
qoiet Saturday, following 
angry protests late Friday 
outside the headquarters of 
Mr. Mokbelhle's Basutoland 


Congress Party (8CP). but 
an increased army presence 
was visible. 

Mr. Phoofolo said troops 
would deployed in numbers 
Monday and Tuesday to pre- 
vent bloodshed during a 
national strike called by the 
BCP. 

“’Not all the people will 
support the strike." he said. 
“I anticipate coercion by 
BCP supporters. If they en- 
danger lives the government 
will have to act.” 

Mokhelhle has rejected The 
royal decree, saying he still 
regards himself as head of the 
government, but he has ack- 
nowledged that the military 
has not supported him. 

Mr. Mokndhle was strip- 
ped of his official vehicle and 
office on Thursday and has 
also moved out of his official 
residence. 

Mr. Phoofolo defended the 
king's decree, saying that the 
BCP, which won a landslide 
victory 16 months ago in 
Lesotho’s first democratic 
elections in two decades, had 
begun to act unconstitu- 
tionally. 

“They were ignoring foe 
minorities and had become 
dictatorial,” he said. 

Mr. Phoofolo said the Pro- 
visional Council planned to 


call fresh elections in a year, 
but this time the government 
would be based on the prop- 
ortional representation sys- 
tem rather than foe winner 
takes all British-style West- 
minister system. 

“The BCP will no doubt 
win again,” he said. “But this 
time the monority parties will 
also have a voice. 

Mr. Phoofolo, a human 
rights lawyer and former 
banker who spent a year in 
jail in the late eighties for 
irregular foreign currency 
dealings, said foe remaining 
nine members of the Pro- 
visional Council would be 
appointed this weekend. 

The first six, most of whom 
had links with the opposition 
Basuto National Party, were 
sworn in Friday. 

He hoped all parties, "in- 
cluding foe BCP if they will 
join," would be represented 
on foe council, which he re- 
ferred to as a “government of 
national unity.” 

The 47-year-old lawyer cal- 
led for understanding from 
tbe international community 
on “tbe intricate problems 
faring Lesotho.” adding that 
he was encouraged by the 
initial reaction to foe Lesotho 
crisis by South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela and his 


Zimbabwean counterpart. 
Robert Mugabe. 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. 
Mugabe expressed concern 
about the situation in 
Lesotho after meeting in 
Cape Tovm Friday, but stop- 
ped short of threatening 
military intervention, saying 
they would prefer to negoti- 
ate a solution. 

King Letsie was preparing 
to step down in favour of his 
father Moshoeshoe II, foe 
newly-appointed head of the 
country’s 'Caretaker govern- 
ment said Saturday. 

King Letsie ascended to 
the throne after King 
Moshoeshoe was deposed by 
the former military author- 
ities in 1990. 

'Mr. Phoofolo said King 
Moshoeshoe would become 
executive head of state with 
legislative powers. 

“It’s just a matter of amending 
sections of the constitu- 
tion to give effect to this," 
Mr. Phoofolo told AFP. 

“This situation will exist 
for only a very short time,” 
he added. “The Provisional 
Council wants very quickly to 
amend the constitution to en- 
sure that the king returns to 
being a constitutional 
monarch." 


2 dead in Sri Lanka’s post-election violence 


COLOMBO (R) — Post- 
election violence in Sri Lanka 
has claimed at least two lives 
and the country’s day-old 
government extended an 
island-wide curfew Saturday 
to prevent timber mayhem, 
police said. 

New Prime Minister Chan- 
drika Kumaratunga, in a 
nationwide address, warned 
her supporters not to mar 
their victory by lawlessness. 

Ms. Knmaratimga’s Peo- 
ple’s Alliance (PA) won 
Tuesday’s poll, ending 17 
years of United National Par- 
ty (UNP) rule. She was sworn 
in ' as Sri Lanka’s second 
woman prime minister Fri- 
day. 

One person was killed in 
tbe northwestern Chilaw dis- 
trict and another in the cen- 
tral Kegalle district in politic- 
al violence Friday, Deputy 
Inspector General of Police 
Merrill Gunaratne told Ren- 
ters. 

The curfew, lifted at 5 a.m. 
Saturday, will be re-imposed 
at 6 p.m. Saturday evening. 

“The curfew has been re- 
imposed as a precautionary 
measure. About 75 incidents 
of arson, pelting stones and 
assault have bran reported 
from various parts of the 
country," Mr. Gunaratne 
said. 

He said politicians were 
co-operating with the police 
by appealing to their suppor- 
ters to halt violence. 

“The situation is well 
under control. We don’t ex- 
pect any escalation of vio- 



Chandrika Kumantooga (left) addresses her 
first press conference since assuming office as 
Sri Lanka’s new prime minister. At right is 


new Information Minister Dbanmasiri Sena- 
nayake. at centre b junior Defence Minister 
Anoraddha Ratwatte (AFP photo) 


Icnce," Mr. Gunaratne said. 

Police said that on Friday 
three shops and two bouses 
belonging to UNP supporters 
were set on fire in the north- 
central Anuradhapura dis- 
trict and a UNP supporter’s 
house was burned in the 
neighbouring Polonnaruwa 
district. 

Also Friday, a UNP office 
in the eastern Batticaloa dis- 
trict was set on fire and 
troops prevented a mob from 
taking a bus in the western 
Gampaha district. 

“We appeal to all of you. 
especially our party suppor- 
ters, to refrain from acts of 
violence... we won’t hesitate 
to take action against anyone 
who- engages in acts of 
lawlessness,” Ms. Kumar- 


atunga said in a televised 
address to the nation Friday. 

”We know what our sup- 
porters have suffered but we 
must break the vicious circle 
of violence and terror... we 
must demonstrate that ideals 
prevail over foe law of the 
jungje,” she said. 

Sri Lanka has a history of 
post-election violence. 

A team of 44 international 
observers invited by the gov- 
ernment to wimess Tuesday’s 
polls said Saturday the elec- 
toral rolls in Sri Lanka’s 
strife-torn north and east 
needed to be revised to allow' 
refugees and foe displaced to 
vote. 

The observers said in a 
statement electoral rolls in 
troubled Trincomalee. Vanni- 


and Jaffna districts had last 
been updated in 1987 and 
since then a large populace 
had left the region while 
others had become eligible to 
vote. 

Less than three per cent of 
the electorate voted in Jaffna 
where separatist Tamil rebels 
fighting for a homeland 
boycotted the polls. Ethnic 
Tamils form a large part of 
populations in foe north and 
east of the country. 

Ms. Kumaratunga, whose 
mother Sirima Bandaranaike 
became the world’s first 
woman prime minister when 
she was elected in 1960. said 
her top priority was to end 
the 11-year civil war with 
Tamil rebels and stamp out 
corruption. 
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Effort for new climate 


AS THE London-based Baring Securities 
Limited concluded in a report on Jordan it 
published recently, the Kingdom has a very 
good potential for becoming a centre of 
attraction for international investment if 
only the government could liberalise the 
economy and improve conditions for invest- 
ment. Situated at the centre of the east 
Mediterranean Arab region, blessed with a 
modern, though moderate, telecommunica- 
tion infrastructure and a motivated and 
relatively educated workforce, Jordan could 
easily be turned into the Singapore of the 
Middle East, the report said. 

Recent developments in this part of the 
world and the new dawn of peace are 
catching the attention of many potential 
investors, who, like Baring Securities, are 
looking for fresh markets for international 
investment. And being the logical gateway to 
the newly proclaimed autonomous Palesti- 
nian areas that need billions of dollars of 
investment in all sorts of infrastructure 
projects, Jordan could become the factory 
for Palestinian needs. Furthermore, the 
promise of an integrated Middle East region 
wfll certainly heat the economies of the 
region, accelerate growth and enhance com- 
petition. 

Within these parametres Jordan should 
not sit idle waiting for the fruits to fall on 
their own. A great deal of reform Is needed. 

Unfortunately reform has eluded os for 
many years. Commission after commission 
was formed in the past 20 years only to 
produce no, or little tangible progress. Neith- 
er the commissions for administrative reform 
nor those entrusted with cutting down on red 
tape has shown real success. In a country in 
which the state employs almost half of the 
workforce, the forces that resist change are 
formidable. Despite the fact that almost all 
state-run enterprises and services are suffer- 
ing from inefficiency and bureaucracy, all 
calls for change seem to fall on deaf ears. 

The last resort that we would like to pin 
hope on these days is the formation of the 
Royal Commission for Reform and Mod- 
ernisation, headed by His Royal Hi ghness the 
Crown Prince. After the failure of all past 
governments to effect genuine change, the 
leadership seems now to be determined to 
take charge of an awesome task. We hope 
that the present Royal Commission will not 
meet the same fate as its predecessors did. 
For that to happen and for the commission to 
achieve its aims, we believe that an auxiliary 
of qualified and visionary Jordanians should 
be set up to probe work in all areas of 
government activity and propose immediate 
solutions and measures to reform both the 
bureaucracy and the economy. 

Perhaps we no longer should believe in the 
viability of radical solutions. But the urgency 
and the challenges presented by fast moving 
developments in the region and world-wide 
dictate that we take radical steps to put the 
country on the right path to the future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily newspaper Saturday described die 
blest round of Jordanian-Israeli negotiations as having 
achieved no tangible results due to Israel’s intransigent 
position with regard to substantial issues. The talks on the 
Israeli side of the Dead Sea yielded no positive results and 
did not reflect the mutual confidence displayed on the part 
of the two sides at the start of the bilateral meetings, said 
the paper. It is true that the negotiating process is naturally 
long and arduous but die Israelis seemed all the time bent 
oq discussing non substantial questions and steering away 
from the topics included in die common agenda and the 
Washington Declaration, said the daily. Noting that the 
Israeli side has dearly deviated from such questions as the 
holders with Jordan, the end of occupation of Jordanian 
territory, water resources and security, the paper said that 
these and other issues constitute the core of the negotia- 
tions. 


A columnist in AS Pa’i daily said that without the end of 
occuoation in line with U.N. Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338, there can be no peace in the region. Ahmad 
Mbleh said the negotiations with the Jewish state have so 
far manifested an obvious intention on the part of Israel to 
hold cm the Arab lands, which means a rejection of Arab 
bids for peace in exchange for hand and a disregard for 
U.N. resolutions. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Foreign trade finally on track 



THE FOREIGN trade indicators, depicting imports and 
exports of commodities, were almost the only economic 
indicators giving negative readings under the economic 
adjustment programme, supervised by the In tern a ti onal 
Monetary Fund (IMF). Trade deficit increased year after 
year, because imports were soaring rapidly, while exports 
were growing slowly. The gap widened regularly in full 
contradiction with the targets set in the programme. 

Most economic, monetary and fiscal actual indicators were 
far better than originally projected by the programme, which 
forced IMF c ‘ 

a favourable 

sector, however, . . 

continuously reinstating their forecasts and targets in an 
unfavourable direction. The updated projections of the 
balance of payments reflected more trade deficit than was 
envisaged by the earlier versions of projections. 

This weak point in the performance of the economic 
adjustment effort called for some remedial action. However, 
it was obvious that a government intervention through the 
imposition of restrictions on imports will be a blow to the 
essential principle of the programme which is based on a free 
market economy, and on the reduction of bureaucratic 
orders to deal with activities that can be better dealt with by 
tiie forces of supply and demand in a free market that can 
seek its own balance. 

It seems that patience and perseverance, despite the 
temptation to intervene, had finally given fruits. The 


indicators of Jordanian foreign trade are now giving the right 
signals. Exports started to grow in leaps while imports 
stowed down a lot. The trade deficit started to narrow for the 
first time since the introduction of the economic adjustment 
prog ramm e late in 1991. 

Actual statistics of foreign trade, dating the first four 
months of 1994, witnessed an essential change of direction, 
which will reverse the previous coarse of developm ent- Th e 
change exceeded die expectations and hopes of the extreme 
optimists. 

During the first third of the year, national exports grew at 
the rate of 25.4 per cent to reach JD232J5 million. 
Re-exports grew at 1463 pear- cent to reach JD72 million, 
dins the total exports readied JD3043 minion and were 42 
per cent higher than the same period of last year. 

At the same time, imports increased by a mere 2 per cent 
to reach JD710.7 million, thus the net trade deficit in the 
commodity sector decreased by 15.8 per cent, to stand at 
JD763 milli on. This is the first decrease in trade deficit 
registered in several years. There is every reason to expect 
tins new trend to continue all through 1994. 

The positive change in the foreign trade indicators in the 
right direction, which took place without direct intervention 
by the government, is a dear evidence that the right 
economic policy must give the right results on the longer 
term, and that the economy must be led more by indirect 
means without having to revert to unnecessary direct 
intervention which may backfire or cause undesired side- 
effects. 



The sweatshopes for 
children are unfair all around 


By Jack Shemkiram 


NEW YORK — Summer is 
a time when children in*.; 
the Western democracies 
took for jobs to earn some 
extra money before return- 
ing to school. But what 
about the 100 to 200 milli on 
children worldwide!; who 
work summer and winter, 
with no opport un ities at all 
for schooling? According to 
the organisation Child- 
Right worldwide, tins num- 
ber will reach 400 million by 
the year 2000. 

Yet the U.S. Congress 
may soon agree to put the 
U.S. signature to a worl- 
dwide trade agreement, the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, that 
locks this outrageous situa- 
tion into place. 

While American children 
are in summer school or at 
camp, children as young as 
3 ami 4 are weaving carpets 
in Pakistan. The Interna- 
tional Textile, Garment and 
Leather Workers’ Federa- 
tion has documented 
appalling conditions worl- 
dwide. 

In Karan, Pakistan, 5- 
year-old Shakeel works 
with 300 other children 


from 6 Ail to 7 PJl for 
less than 20 cents a day. A 
sign in his workplace says 
that any child caught sleep- 
ing will be fined $60. If any 
of these children cry, they 
arc beaten or forced to 
spend five days chained to 
tiie loom. 

Some children in India 
branded like cattle by their 
employers. Last year in 
New Delhi, an ll-yesr-dd 
working in a weaving fac- 
tory had paraffin poured 
over his head and was set 
afire by his boss as a punish- 
ment. 

When the Groton admi- 
nistration signed the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement last year, it de- 
emed that workers’ rights 
and environmental stan- 
dards were as vital to a 
trade pact as narrow com- 
mercial concerns. 


Washington did not prevail. 

There soon, Congress, 
working with the adminis- 
tration, could agree on a 
final version of legislation, 
to cany out the accord. 
Congress then has 90 days' 
to vote on the bill, with no 
option,- to make any 
changes — what is known 
as tiie fast-trade procedure. 


accord without toughening 
its labour standards, Con- 
gress and the administra- 
tion are putting millions of 


U.S. jobs at risk by linking 
American economy to 


the 


Led by Trade Repre- 
sentative Midkey Kantor,. 
administration officials 
advaocated that protections- 
for these rights be included 
in the GATT accord. Faced 
with opposition from coun- 
tries whose competitive 
advantage derives from a 
low-wage labour pool. 


those of countries that lag 
dramatically behind Amer- 
ica in wages and work stan- 
dards. 

Supporting the agree- 
ment mi its current form 
means supporting the multi- 
national corpor a tions that 
roam the globe in search of 
ever tower labour costs and 
do not want to give up then- 
right to rob children and 
young adults of their youth. 

Tims, setting humanita- 
rian work standards, as rec- 
ognised by the Internation- 
al Labour Org a ni sa tion, is 
not only the ethical thing to 
do, it also makes economic 
sense. GATT should be re- 


vised to guarantee rights for 
children and parents just as 
law-makers seek to protect 
copy-rights, patents and 
other rights in the expanded 
global economy. 

If the current accord is 
approved by the United 
States and other member 
nations, there h away it can 
be strengthened. After it 
goes into effect, GATT wfll 
put into place a World 
Trade Organisation to over- 
see the new trade rules. 
This body should include 
mechanisms to enforce in- 
ternationally recognised 
workers’ rights, including 
outlawing child labour, and 
set environmental stan- 
dards. 


In an era when foreign 
policy is increasingly inter- 
wined with economic in- 
terests, the United States 
should use its ■considerable 
influence to protect Amer- 
ican living standards while 
improving die lot of work- 
ers abroad. 


The writer is president of 
the Amalgamated Gothing 
and Textile Workers Un- 
ion. This article is reprinted 
from die New York Times. 


Bosnian Serbs 
rely on West’s 
desire for peace 


By Jovan Kovach: 
Reuter 


PALE, Bosnia — Isolated 
Bosnian Serbs are counting 
on the West having a burn- 
ing wish for peace in Bosnia 
at almost any cost and a 
desire to stop the catas- 
trophic spread of war. 

“The odds are indeed 
stacked against us and they 
could not be higher, but our 
trump cards are still good 
enough,” a source dose to 
the Bosnian Serb leadership 
told Reuters on condition 
of anonymity. 

The Bosnian Serbs face 
an angry international com- 
munity tired of stubborn 
refusals to accept a series of 
peace plans drawn up dur- 
ing the bloody course of the 
war. 

Serbia’s President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic has broken 
with them, determined to 
force his former proteges 
into accepting peace. 

And NATO 


grade say. 

Bosnian Serb hardliners 
answer by pointing out that 
the lifting of the arms 
embargo will benefit them 
more than the Muslims, as 
countries cany out their 
threat to pull out their U.N. 
peacekeepers, leaving Mus- 
lim civilians uprotected. 

“Let them lift the arms 
embargo, then the UN- 
PROFOR (U.N. Protection 
Force) goes so we can really 
hit the Muslims and finish 
this once and for all,” a 
former Sarajevo sector 
commander of the Bosnian 
Serb army told Reuters. 

Hardliners count on the 
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contem- 
plates punishing them for 
bstinacy by 


their obstinacy by using air 
power to render powerless 
the deciding factor on Bos- 
nia's battlefields — potent 
Bosnian Serb heavy 
weaponry. 

To all of this the Bosnian 
Serbs have responded with 
defiance. 

The major powers insist 
the Bosnian Serbs accept a 
plan carving Bosnia into 
two parts, with 51 per cent 
awarded to the new 
Muslim-Croat federation 
and the rest to the Serbs. 

The Bosnian Serbs claim 
the proposed map resem- 
bles “a burned out rag” 
leaving their self-styled 
state an indefensible and 
economically un viable enti- 
ty. They are being pressed 
to accept it and argue for 
territorial exchanges later. 

“The West knows that we 
are dead set on refusing the 
map. It is also aware that 
we want to accept the 49 to 
51 per cent ratio, but only 
after we negotiate terri- 
tory.” 


larger Islamic involvement 
in Bosnia, with the West 
forced to mount air opera-./ 
dons to keep unwanted in- ' 
terfcrence at bay. 

“Imagine Turkey want- 
ing to reinforce its embat- 
tled troops in Bosnia. They 
would have to fly over 
Greece, Bulgaria, Italy or 
Yugoslavia. The possibili- 
ties for disaster in the vola- 
tile Balkans are endless," 
the commander said. 


“The West has no option 
bnt to go along unless it 
wants the war to spread — 
and we are quite sure it 
wants to a vend that,” the 
same source said. 

’‘Renegotiating now 
would be a face saving ges- 
ture for all concerned — we 
would have what we want, 
the Muslims’ losses would 
be minimised and the world 
would have its peace plan 
for Bosnia accepted.” 

He was also confident 
that despite recent victories 
on the battlefield the Mus- 
lims would agree to trade 
land. 


“The Bos- 
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‘Have you any idea what 


ave you 
(Serb-held) Sarajevo is 
worth to them? Certainly 
mor than three (Muslim- 
held) enclaves in eastern 
Bosnia.” 

He shrugged off threats 
by U.S. President Bill Gin- 
ton to lift the arms embargo 
and ship weapons to the 
Muslims. 

“To arm them would 
take up to four years and 
that is time the Muslims do 
not have.” 

But time is running out 
for Bosnia’s' Serbs if 
Milosevic resists internal 
pressure by nationalists in 
Serbia and maintains his 
blockade, diplomats in Bel- 


Nor does the threat of 
NATO air strikes worry 
Serb commanders who be- 
lieve air crew casualties 
would put public pressure 
on Western governments to 
back off. 

If they happen hardliners 
count on air raids canring 
an unbridgeable rift be- 
tween Western powers and 
Russia, a traditional Serb 
ally. They believe Russia is 
strongly opposed to lifting 
the arms embargo and any 
further air strikes. 

The use of air power, the 
Bosnian Serbs say, would 
put pressure on Milosevic 
by aggrieved nationalists, 
alarmed by attacks on 
brother Serbs, either to lift 
his blockade or free politic- 
al downfall. 

“If we do not accept the 
plan, sanctions against Ser- 
bia will remain in place and 
so will the pressure on 
Milosevic. If nei gh bouring 
countries get involved, or 
we get clobbered, then he 
can no longer pussyfoot 
around with nothing to 
show for it.” 
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LETTERS 


‘Stay east, young man’ 


To the Editor: 


AFTER READING Ayman Zanoun’s letter (Jordan Times, 
Aug. 17), I had to write and give a real life account, of a 
“pursuer of paradise.” 

A little over 20 years ago, a young man left his home and 
family in search of a brighter and ncher life that was only 
known to exist in the West After the initial cnltnre shock, he 
started to pick up the languag e and die new customs; a year 
later he could weak and cany himself just like one of bis 
hosts. He was a bright young man, so he was able to compete 
and do for himself what most wonld have thought to be 
impossible for someone of his age and of his background. He 
ignored discrimination, and tried to pretend it did not exist, 
he worked double hard to prove himself worthy of what he 
earns. He was the generous, witty, happy go-lucky immig- 
rant that took as a joke less than comp lim e nta ry comments 
made about his heritage, his people and his homeland. He 
went to school, washed dishes, cooked, sold newspapers, 
served the host country, taught his native tongue in colleges, 
managed large construction projects, and tried to live like a 
model citizen. 

However, there was always something that made life less 
than perfect, and often unbearable. Never was he given the 
opportunity to feel he was a welcomed addition to tiie 
ilation, and there was always rivtt yearning and need for 
to be who he really is or was. There was always 


something missing, like a need that could not be purchased 
in foreign currency, or at the local ethnic market. 

That young man was myself. I woke one monnng, not too 
long ago, to a news brief on CNN that was telling of the new 
peace initiatives. I started to remember my heme and family 
that I had not seen in years, in some cases, of newborn, 
never seen before except in pictures; I also realised what 
peace wonld mean. Suddenly, I was filled with op timism end 
hope for die future, my future, my family’s and my 
country’s. Only a few short days later, I was aboard a Royal 
Jordanian flight back home. 

I support and salute His Majesty King Hussein for his 
leadership and wisdom in the peace initiative. Also I thantr 
citizens like Mr. Ayyoub, and Mr. Twal (letters, Jordan 
limes, Aug. 15 and Aug. 17) for their optimism and 

readiness to make this new way of life work for all of us. Yes, 

I am ready and I am back home. On the dawn of my first 
morning here, upon hearing the Mo’athin calling for the 
morning prayer, I got up and prayed, and realised that an 
emptiness inside me had been fulfilled, when after I was 
done, eight of my nephews and nieces stormed me like I have 
always been a part of their life. 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 
/anfafl Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) last week re- 
leased its annual report 
which championed the 
freedom of reproductive 
choic e, empowerment of 
women and stressed the im- 
portance of reproductive 
health and the longterm 
policies which would ren- 
der sustainable develop- 
ment and economic gr ow t h 
possible m the developing 
world. 

The report, which basi- 
cally stresses population 
control, is well timed to 
complement the opening in 
less than two weeks of the 
International Conference 
on Population and De- 
velopment (ICPD) in Cairo 
on Sept. 5. 

The UNFPA notes that 
the world population had 
reached 5.66 billion people 
by mid 1994, with an aver- 
age annual increase of 94 
million. Over half the 
growth is taking place in 
the poorest countries of 
Asia and Africa. Nearly all 
of the increase is in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

The UNFPA’s declared 
goal is to create a balance 
between population growth 
and the world's ability to 
care and feed its people. 

The alleviation of pover- 
ty, an improvement of food 
supplies, an end to mal- 
nutrition and providing 
adequate housing are 
among the actions that 
according to UNFPA re- 
port, will induce a “ba- 
lanced population growth.” 

The issue of choice 

Among the main themes 
of the UNFPA's report and 
one of the main subjects to 
be tackled at the Septem- 
ber conference is the 
empowerment of women. 
Women's empowerment is / 
considered by many de- 
velopment agencies to be 
the key to soda] progress, 
which incorporates 
“population related prob- 
lems.” 

. By empowerment, the 
UNFPA means 1) equality 
raider the law 2) equal ac- 
cess to education, 3) jobs 
and 4) quality reproductive 
health care. 

Empowerment is a series 
of interrelated choices in 
anas of family planning 
which can lead to improved 
health for women, as well 
as a wide range of options 
related to education, mar- 
riage, employment, hous- 
ing and migration. 

“Ensuring free choke in 
the matter of family size 
would slow population 
growth to a rate more com- 
patible ^tb sustained and 
sustainable economic 
growth,” states the report. 

At the moment a target 
group of some 350 million 
couples worldwide that are 
not using modern con- 
traceptive means have been 
identified, says UNFPA re- 
port 

“Encouraging and sup- 
porting women’s growing 
command of the means to 
manage their own fertility 
is a matter for national 
governments and the Inter- 
nationa! community.” 

At present, the UNFPA 
estimates that three quar- 
ters of all couples in the 
industrialised world as well 
as over half of the popula- 
tion in developing nations 
make use of family plan- 
ning or contraceptives. 

The disparity between 
the industrialised and de- 
veloping world is great and 
these are immense national 
and regional differences. 
Seventy-five per cent of the 
couples in the industrial- 
ised countries are using 
modern forms of con- 
traceptives whereas only 55 
per cent of women in the 
developing world are using 
them. 

And even within the de- 
veloping world the con- 
trasts are striking; they 
! range from Niger where a 
cross national survey indi- 
cated that 4 per cent of the 
women of child bearing age 
was using contractive 
methods, to Korea where 77 
per cent of the female 
population was using con- 
traceptives. 

Health 

The UNFPA states that * 
while there are means to 
facilitate making “choice” 
available to women,” ac- 
cess to health care, particu- 


larly reproductive health 
care, is still inadequate in 
the vast majority of de- 
veloping countries. 

The UNFPA believes 
that some 120 million 
women wish to use modern 
contraceptives but do not 
have access to them. 

According to the UN- 
FPA report, pregnancy and 
pregnancy related com- 
plications claim the lives of 
half a million women 
annually. “Every minute of 
the day a woman dies from 
complications related to 
pregnancy and childbirth.” 

The main cause for the 
high percentage of female 
mortality is considered to 
be lack of adequate 
reproducitve/pre-nata! 
health care, family plan- 
ning and services rendering 
family planning possible. 

To prove the point, UN- 
FPA cites figures compar- 
ing mortality rates for 
women, as a result of pre- 
gnancy, in Europe, North 
America and Japan to 
those of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. 

“Virtually no fives are 
lost,” in the former regions 
as a result of pregnancy, 
states the report, whereas 
in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America the lives of 
500,000 women are 
claimed. 

Women living in the for- 
mer regions have almost 
universal access to repro- 
ductive health care, family 
planning and services 
whereas women living in 
the latter do not. 

The report defines suc- 
cessful population prog- 
rammes as policies that “in- 
tegrate family planning 
with othev reproductive 
health services, including 
treatment of infertility, re- 
productive tract infectious, 
HIV/AIDS and a wide 
range of sexually transmit- 
ted diseases.” - 
The women’s percentage 
of HIV victims has risen 
from 20 per cent to 40 per 
cent globally, with the vast 
majority of the affected 
women living in the de- 
veloping countries. In 
North America and East- 
ern Europe, HIV afflicted 
men still outnumber 
women by a large margin. 

The single greatest 
health disparity between 
the developing and indus- 
trialised worlds remains 
maternal mortality rates. A 
woman in the developing 
world is 13 times as likely 
to die as a result of pre- 
gnancy or during childbirth 
as a woman in the indus- 
trialised world. 

According to UNFPA 
estimates, 5 million women 
fall ill as a result of child- 
birth or pregnancy because 
they are either too young 
or too old to endure a safe 
pregnancy, because they 
had too many children or 
because the birth spacing 
was not conducive to main- 
taining adequate maternal 
health. 

Sustainable economic 
development . 

Governments need to in- 
crease investment in educa- 
tion, health and improving 
the status of women as a 
mean to improve human 
development, keeping a 
balance between popula- 
tion growth and resource 
distribution, says the report 
of the steps that need to be 
taken by governments vis- 
a-vis long-term economic 
planning. 

The world’s food produc- 
tion has increased by 24 per 
cent in the last 10 years, 
outpacing population 
growth. And while the 
sparsity of food remains a 
virtual myth, says the re- 
port, hunger and malnutri- 
tion are a reality. An une- 
quitable distribution of 
wealth and food are the 
main reasons for hunger 
and want. 

The reporter says that a 
lack of purchasing power 
rather than a shortage of 
food production and availa- 
bility is the reason for hun- 
ger. 

In Africa, food produc- 
tion actually decreased by 5 
per cent while the popula- 
tion increase readied 34 
per cent. 

It is estimated that as 
many as 780 million people 
are undernourished in de- 
veloping countries. 

.Poverty and gender 
discrimination 

According to the UN- 
FPA, “recent findings con- 


test the view that poverty is 
the mam barrier to in- 
creased use of family plan- 
ning.” 

Poverty induced ignor- 
ance and lack of choice and 
services, often for lade of 
financial means, prevent 
millions of women from be- 
nefiting from basic health 
, care. 

According to UNFPA, 

gender discrimination in 

nutrition and health care 
from childhood in many 
societies still place women 
in the “second class” 
citizenship category. 

As a result, women still 
die younger than men in 
many regions of the de- 
veloping world. 

Cultural factors and 
widespread perceptions 
that male children present 
a long-term economic be- 
nefit for the family, while 
female children are econo- 
mic burdens, are the prim- 
ary factors why a strong 
preference for male chil- 
dren over female children 
was found in Bangladesh, 
Jordan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Republic of Korea and 
Syria. 

Education 

One of the prime targets 
of th e UNFPA and the 
ICPD in Cairo will be to 
link education with im- 
proved status of women 
and ultimately to greater 
“balanced sustainable de- 
velopment.” 

“Educated women is an 
investment in sustainable 
-development," the UN- 
FPA report says. “Edu- 
cated women command 
better jobs and salaries, 
marry later and have their 
first child later." 

The role of education in 
enhancing women's social 
power is. undisputed, the 
report states. According to 
the UNFPA, education will 
influence the number of 
children - women have'. 'at 
what age and how they are 
spaced. 

One example, tilted by 
the report is Zimbabwe. It 
was found that women in 
Zimbabwe with no formal 
education have an average 
of seven children, women 
with some primary educa- 
tion have six children, 
while women with secon- 
dary or higher education 
have, on the average, fewer 
than four children. 

The result is healthier 
mothers, healthier children 
and fewer children. 

The aim of the ICPD will 
be to find ways to fulfil 
human rights, needs and 
aspirations, while fostering 
sustainable use of resources 
and a diverse and vigorous 
natural environment. 
Promoting equity between 
the gen das will be an im- 
portant aim of the confer- 
ence. The main aim of the ; 
conference will be to dis- 
cuss possibilities and viabi- 
lities of promoting birth 
control and patting a halt | 
to the population explosion ! 
in the developing world. 

At the conference , exam- 
ples of what the UNFPA 
calls "success stories” will 
be cited to encourage other 
developing nations to adapt 
new governmental health 
and educational policies. 

The Zimbabwe example 
will be one of several “suc- 
cess stories” cited as proof 
that governments invest- 
ments in population poli- 
ties can be effective. The 
UNFPA re port cites Zim- 
babwe as an example of a 
country where integrated 
polities have had an im- 
pact. 

The UNFPA measured 
success of the integrated 
polity according by refer- 
ring to a decrease in num- 
ber of births. The average 
woman in Zimbabwe had 
eight children in the late 
1960’s. Today the average 
woman has 5.4. About 43 
per cent of married woman 
in Zimbabwe use a modem 
method of family planning 
or birth control methods. 

One of the main methods 
used in efforts to reduce 
both rates in Zimbabwe 
has been education of both 
male and female. There is 
universal access to educa- 
tion and an increase in li- 
teracy. 

The empowerment of 
women to make their own 
minds up about size and 
tinting of family will induce 
“slower global population 
growth in the early part of 
the next century” and will 
relieve pressure in a num- 
ber of “problem areas” and 
grant time to find solutions. 



Picture dated August 1944 of a Parisian fireman taking a photo of General Charles dr GauSc (centre in uniform), leader of the Free French, 
marching down the Ch a mp a- Elyafies after Paris liberation (AFP photo) 

Who saved Paris? 50 years later, 


the debate goes on 


By Christopher Borns 

7 be Associated Press 

PARIS — At a time when 
tiie Allied and Nazi war 
machines laid waste to cities 
in their paths, Paris was 
liberated with monuments 
intact. Fifty years later, de- 
bate continues on who de- 
serves the thanks. 

“It's the Americans who 
liberated Paris,” said Chan- 
tal Leger, 48, who owns the 
Rose Cafe on a street in 
central Paris where some of 
the heaviest fighting took 
place. Many American 
veterans agree. 

Bnt a former resistance 
fighter or veteran of the 
French 2nd Armoured Di- 
vision who fought to re- 
deem four years of humi- 
liating occupation will claim 
the most credit. Hundreds 
of resistance fighters and 
French soldiers died in the 
battlefor Paris. 

This year, officials will 
mark the German surren- 
der of Paris on Aug. 25, 
1944, with a dramatic pro- 
cession by 2,000 actors, 
fireworks and a dance on 
the Place DE La Concorde. 

On Aug. 26, 8,000 
schoolchildren from across 
France wtQ reenact the his- 
toric walk by Gen. Charles 
de Gaulle down the liber- 


ated Champs- El ysees. 

The liberation was an 
almost comic, and nearly 
tragic, combination of in- 
subordination by Germans 
and French alike — a race 
between Allied and Ger- 
man reinfocements 

approaching the city, an 

orgy of celebration during 
and after the battle. 

It was rich in political 
intrigue: De Gaulle 
elbowed past Communist 
resistants and collabor- 
ationist Vichy rulers, seek- 
ing to establish himself as 
the leader of postwar 
France and win over scep- 
tics in Washington. 

U.S. reluctance to recog- 
nise De Gaulle, called an 
“egoist” by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and 
U.S. Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower's decision to 
delay the liberation of Paris 
helped set the tone of rela- 
tions that still remain testy. 

By August 1944, two 
months after the landings in 
Normandy, the Allies were 
about 100 kilometres from 
Paris. Eisenhower chose a 
pincer-like strategy to en- 
circle the capital and force a 
German surrender without 
the costly urban warfare 
that had leveled Sl Lo, 
Cherbourg and Caen. 

But the people grew im- 


patient in Paris, where but- 
ter cost S10 a pound, elec- 
tricity was on only two 
houis a day and D-Day had 
raised hopes. 

The Germans had goose- 
stepped down the Champs- 
Elysees more than 1,500 
days. On the Eiffel Tower 
hung a huge “V” sign the 
Nazis borrowed from the 
Allies, accompanied by the 
declaration that "Deutsch- 
land siegt auf alien fronten” 
(“Germany is winning on 
all fronts”). 

On Aug. 19, resisters 
armed with guns and gaso- 
line bombs launched their 
uprising. They took a beat- 
ing from German tanks. 

Hitler ordered Gen. 
Dietrich Von Choltitz. the 
Paris commander, to mine 
bridges and other sites. He 
was quoted as ordering the 
general to leave nothing but 
ruins, as Allied bombers 
were doing to German 
cities. 

Von Choltitz refused be- 
cause he “knew that the 
war was lost (and) realised 
that Hitler was a very sick 
man,” his widow, Ubcrta, 
said by telephone from her 
home in Baden Baden, 
Germany. 

De Gaulle, afraid a re- 
sistance victory in Paris 
would freeze him out, sem 


a note to Eisenhower thre- 
atening to send in the 
French 2nd armoured 
whether the Allies agreed 
or not. 

On that ultimatum, 
Eisenhower is said to have 
scribbled: "It looks now as 
if we’d be compelled to go 
into Paris.” He sent the 
French division, led by 
Gen. Philippe Leclcrc, and 
the U.S. 4th Division, as a 
reward for its heavy losses 
since Normandy. 

Lederc's force was held 
up by heavy German resist- 
ance south of Paris and, as 
U.S. Lt. Gen. Omar Brad- 
ley said, "a Gallic wall as 
townsfolk along the line of 
march slowed the French 
advance with wine and 
celebration.” 

.Meanwhile, Hitler had 
dispatched reinforcements 
from the north that were to 
arrive within days. 

Bradley was quoted as 
saying he could not wail for 
the French “to dance their 
way to Paris. ...To hell with 
prestige. Tell the 4th to 
slam on in and take the 
liberation.” 

The French managed to 
send a small group of tanks 
to dry hall before midnight 
Aug." 24. The next day. 
French and U.S. forces 
knocked out German posts 
isolated by resistants, who 


controlled most of the 
streets. 

"The majority of Paris 
was liberated by the 2nd 
Division.” said retired Gen. 
Jean Compart mm. 77. a for- 
mer military attache in 
Washington. 

Russ Meyer. 72, dis- 
agrees. The American 
movie maker, an army cam- 
eraman at the time, said by 
telephone from his home in 
Palm Desert, Calif.: “1*11 
tell you who liberated it. It 
was "the 1st American Infan- 
try Division and the 4th 
Infantry Division. De Gaul- 
le, and Vive la France, they 
didn't have to liberate 
France at all." 

On Aug. 26. De Gaulle 
strode down -the Champs- 
Elysces to a wild welcome 
from Parisians. 

"The liberation really 
legitimised him," Compag- 
non said. 

Three days later, 
Eisenhower arrived and 
American troops paraded 
down the Champs-Elysees 
before marching off to fight 
Germans- north of the city. 

"What I wanted was to 
see the situation in Paris 
under control, and as far I 
was concerned Dc Gaulle 
was .the best man to do 
that.” Eisenhower wrote. 
“That’s the effect I wanted 
and that's the effect I got." 


Iraq in race between 
collapse and lifting sanctions 


By Jack Redden 
Reuter 

BAHGDAD — On one 
side Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein presides over a 
sinking economy, where 
children beg on the streets 
and inflation has pushed 
much of the population into 
poverty. 

On the other. President 
Hussein sees foreign gov- 
ernments questioning the 
U.S. determination to keep 
Iraq isolated and the arrival 
of increasing numbers of 
businessmen anxious to re- 
new trade. 

“Now it is a race,” said a 
diplomat. 

The quickening pace has 
become clear in recent 
months, with people 
wondering what will end 
first: President Hussein's 
hold on power or the U.N. 
oil embargo that has hob- 
bled Iraq for four years. 

The pressure showed in 
President Hussein’s deci- 
sion to take public control 
Of the economy two months 
ago and issue decrees to 
Slow inflation and conserve 
hard currency needed for 
vital imports. 

His imposition of price 
controls had a predictable 
effect — tomatoes and 
potatos have disappeared 
from public markets but can 
usually be found oa the 
blackmarket for prices of 
two or three times the offi- 
cial level. 

This is a new blow to 
average people who have 
seen living conditions de- 
cline relentlessly since U.N. 
sanctions — which ban oil 
exports and imports other 
than food and medicine — 


were imposed after Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait four 
years ago. 

"When I came in 
September I did not find 
street children,” said Sub- 
hash Das-Gupta, UNICEF 
chief in Baghdad. “They 
have gone from selling to 
begging, the next stage — 
crime — is not far off." 

That is the human face to 
grim statistics, such as the 
20 per cent of elementary 
school children who Mr. 
Das-Gupta estimates are no 
longer attending classes. 

A country that had a re- 
spected health care system 
before the invasion of 
Kuwait is now battling ris- 
ing rates of everything from 
cholera to malaria. 

“Initially Iraqis were very 
proud, they refused every- 
thing," said Bassam 
Qasem, an epidemiologist 
at the U.N.’s World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
office. “Now they accept 
anything.” 

Figures used by the 
WHO show that by last 
February the frequency of 
low birth weight in Basra, 
deep in the south of Iraq, 
was nearly five times the 
rate reported in 1990. 

That finding, reflecting 
the mothers' poor nutrition, 
helps explain why the 
WHO says the death rate 
for those under five years is 
now nearly seven times the 
1989 level. 

Deaths are also explained 
by a deterioration in drink- 
ing water blamed on break- 
downs in water systems and 
a lack of ga s forchlori na- 
tion. WHO said tests m 
June showed 20 per cent of 
Baghdad's water was con- 


taminated — better at least 
than the 34 per cent figure 
for Basra. 

The government has tried 
to ease hardships through a 
ration system that provides 
about 70 per cent of daily 
food needs. But the esti- 
mated SI billion a year in a 
foreign currency to finance 
food imports is now in ques- 
tion. 

No one knows if Iraq is 
near exhuasting its funds 
hidden abroad or is just 
taking precautions in case 
sanctions are prolonged, 
but an effort to conserve 
hard currency is clear. 

Since becoming prime 
minister as well as president 
two months ago, President 
Hussein has imposed high 
-’xit taxes to discourage 
travel and added 91 pro- 
ducts from shampoo to fish 
to a list of banned imports. 
Diplomats have been 
ordered to change licence 
plates, with fees paid in 
dollars. 

At home he has acknow- 
ledged ■ a crime wave by 
ordering Islamic law for car 
theft — cutting off the 
thief's hand. So far there is 
no indication it has been 
carried out, or had any 
effect. 

But President Hussein's 
hopes rest on international 
politics, not orders that 
have no influence over 
Iraq’s main problem, the 
ban on oil exports that pro- 
duce its foreign income. 

He has been buoyed by 
growing doubts about the 
refusal of London and 
Washington to consider lift- 
ing the oil embargo until 
Iraq obeys Gulf war U.N. 
resolutions that go far 


beyond recognising Kuwait 
and destroying weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Other permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council 

— from Russia and China 

— might be ready to lift the 
embargo if Iraq just accepts 
the newly demarcated bor- 
der of Kuwait and accounts 
for 600 missing Kuwaitis. 

Iraq, anxious to resume 
oil exports, reversed an ob- 
structive policy this year 
and wants long-term moni- 
toring of its arms industry- 
demanded by the United 
Nations to begin. 


before the Security Council 
would consider casing sanc- 
tions. That would make 
next May a possible dale to 
reconsider the oil export 
ban. 

Those deciding have con- 
flicting interests. France 
sees Iraq as a traditional 
market and its businessmen 
have been prominent visi- 
tors. Ruwa does not waul 
to appear subservient to the 
United states, which will 
oppose any easing if it feels 
the embargo is starting to 
hurt Iraqis enough to 
threaten President Sad- 


“The (Iraqi) government has tried to 
ease hardships through a ration sys- 
tem that provides about 70 per cent of 
daily food needs. But the estimated $1 
billion a year in a foreign currency to 
finance food imports is now in ques- 
tion.” 


Destruction of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion has been completed 
and the head of a long-term 
U.N. monitoring program- 
me arrived in Baghdad on 
August I to complete a 
system of sensors to ensure 
Iraq never again tries to 
build long-range missiles or 
chemical, nuclear or biolo- 
gical weapons. 

If the U.N. centre opens 
by laic September as in- 
tended, the U.N. commis- 
sion on Iraq could report to 
the Security Council in a 
scheduled November report 
that monitoring has begun. 

It has to operate for ab- 
out a six-month test period 


dam's hold on power. 

Washington, having 
underestimated President 
Hussein's ambitions in the 
world's key oil producing 
region before, does not 
trust him to remain coop- 
erative once he has oil 
money flowing in. It is a 
fear admitted even by those 
eyeing a lucrative market. 

‘The big question mafk 
is whether they will still 
follow the policy of being 
the good boy of the region 
when the embargo is 
lifted." said n seniordiplo- 
mat from one likely trade 
partner. “This is the main 
concern of everyone.” 
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Economy 


Arab Gulf states’ private sector set for big leap 

ft 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
private sector in Arab Gulf 
states is set to play a major 
role in the domestic develop- 
ment as low oil prices are 
forcing governments to 
loosen their grip on the eco- 
nomy and step up offset prog- 
rammes to attract foreign 
technology, economists in the 
region said Friday. 

After decades of heavy re- 
liance on government spend- 
ing, the private sector in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) has started to 
flex its muscles by entering 
joint ventures with the state 
or setting up its own viable 
projects, taking advantage of 
the increasing government in- 
centives. 

'• “After the oil boom of late 
4970s, you can say the GCC 
Countries are now entering a 
new era, which I call the 
private sector's boom,” a 
Gulf economist said. “The 
process is slow and but I 


think this will ensure its suc- 
cess.” 

Most GCC states have 
announced major privatisa- 
tion plans and enforced offset 
programmes, under which 
exporters must reinvest part 
of their deals in the importing 
country in participation with 
the private sector. 

Officials said such prog- 
rammes would help member 


Saudi Arabia's latest major 
offset deal was with U.S. 
telecommunication giant AT 
and T under a $4 billion 
contract they signed last 
week to expand the king- 


dom’s telephone network by 
adding 1.5 million lines. 


states acquire technology 
needed to diversify their eco- 
nomy and lesssen reliance on 
unstable oil earnings, which 
still account for more than 80 
per cent of their total income. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, was the first GCC nation 
to introduce the offset sys- 
tem, which applies on both 
military and civilian con- 
tracts. The system has 
attracted billions of dollars in 
industrial and other invest- 
ments since it was enforced 
nearly 15 years ago. 


The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) also enforced offset 
programmes on its military 
purchases and is considering 
including civilian deals. The 
other GCC members — 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and 
Qatar — have offset prog- 
rammes on certain deals but 
they are planning to expand 
the sytem. 


The UAE's biggest offset 
deal was with the French Giat 
Industries, which has already 
set up offices in Abu Dhabi 
to supervise nearly 20 indust- 
rial, fanning and communica- 
tion projects it plans to set up 
with the private sector. 

In an attempt to attract 


more offset partners, the 
UAE this month signed an 
agreement with the U.S. 
Chase Manhattan Bank 
which will assist foreign com- 
panies seeking to invest in the 
local market as part of their 
offset commitment. 

The agreement will likely 
gjye birth to a giant company 
with a capital of SI billion to 
be subscribed by local and 
foreign investors. 

Potential investors can buy 
shares in the company, which 
in turn will invest in the local 
market, the official news 
agency WAM said Friday. 

“Offset ventures must lead 
to commercially viable activi- 
ties which are competitive in 
terms of price, quality and 
delivery within die local .and 
preferably, world markets,” 
the UAE offset group said in 
a statement. “They most also 
be capable of being sustained 
in the longer term without 
recourse to special levels of 


government support.” 

Experts said potential in- 
vestors would be tempted by 
the flexibility of GCC offset 
rales, cheap energy and 
labour, and the location of 
the region in a vast consumer 
market of more than one 
billion people. 

Another factor is the enor- 
mous potential of the private 
sector, which has more than 
S160 billion in overseas 
assets, they said. 

"The private sector in the 
GCC still accounts for less 
than 40 per cent of the eco- 
nomy. But it is poised for a 
sharp growth as there is a 
growing realisation by gov- 
ernments that it can play a 
key role in offsetting their 
financial difficulties caused 
by low oil prices,” one expert 
said. 

Low oil prices have pushed 
down the earnings of GCC 
states to around $70 billion a 
year from more than $180 


billion in 1981. This has cre- 
ated a persistent deficit in 
their budgets and forced 
them to trim spending, trig- 
gering a sharp slowdown in 
ffie economy. 

With prices expected to 
remain low in the near fu- 
ture, they turned to the pri- 
vate sector. Oman has laun- 
ched large-scale reforms 
while Kuwait plans to sell 
some public institutions at a 
value of $1336 billion and 
the UAE and Bahrain are 
charting reform plans. 

But the region's biggest 
privatisation drive is expeetd 
to take place in Saudi Arabia, 
which has announced plans to 
sell a wide range of govern- 
ment facilities. On Wednes- 
day, the government said it 
would soon start selling mor 
than half of its 70 per cent 
stake in its petrochemical 
giant, SABIC, which has a 
capital of two billion rivals 
($533 million). 


Swedish opposition 
iaunches sharp 
austerity plan 


False data threatens planning in China 


BEIJING (AFP) — Macro- 
economic planning in China 


is being seriously hampered 
by ambitious officials who 
falasify statistics to obtain 
promotion, the official Peo- 
ple's Daily has said in a front 
page commentary. 

According to the newspap- 
er, a huge number of officials 
across the country are turning 
in falsified economic data for 
industrial output, investment 
and per capita income, as 
well as bogus population fi- 
gures. 

The trend has grown in 
recent years which the prac- 
tise of awarding bonuses or 
promotions to cadres who 
can claim major successes in 
implementing, central socio- 
economic policies in their 
areas. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Sweden's opposition Social 
Democratic Party, responsi- 
ble for building one of the 
world's most advanced wel- 
fare states, said Friday it 
.would cut benefits if it wins a 
general election next month. 

The centre-left party, tip- 
ped in opinion polls to win 
the Sept. 18 election, re- 
vealed a plan to save 61 
billion crowns ($7.6 billion) 
over the next four years 
through higher taxes and cuts 
in welfare benefits. 


in interest rates. 

The crown plummeted and 
interest rates have soared in 
the past week as markets 
speculated that the Soda! 
Democrats would ignore 
Sweden's focal problems and 
seek to spend their way out of 
trouble. 


Describing Sweden as a 
country in deep crisis, party 
leader Ingvar Carlsson said 
the comprehensive welfare 
state could only be main- 
tained by reducing massive 
debt and a bulging budget 
deficit. 


“These are very solid mea- 
sures. We have not seen this 
so far in the election cam- 
paign,” said Lars Heiken- 
sten, chief economist at 
Svenska Handelsbanken. 

Mr. Carlsson said: “Our 
goal for the next four years is 
to get growth under way, 
reduce unemployment, cre- 
ate healthy state finances and 
stabilise state debt as well as 
maintaining the welfare state. 


Fabricating statistics has 
long been a communist char- 
acteristic, and had disastrous 
consequences in China dur- 
ing the 19S8 Great Leap For- 
ward, when officials — faced 
with unacheivable agricultu- 
ral and industrial output 
targets — falsified crop fi- 
gures and helped plunge the 
country into a famin e that 
lolled millions. 


ses and “damages the ties 
between the party, the gov- 
ernment and the people,” it 
said. 


ruption, 

said. 


While admitting that admi- 
nistration of statistics gather- 
ing in China is “backward,” 
the commentary laid most of 
the blame on “interference 
by leading cadres.” 

Falsifying sodo-econonric 
data runs the risk of incorrect 
policies befog adopted by the 
central government, dis- 
tances cadres trom the mas- 


While most bogus reports 
exaggerate output figures, 
some officials also under- 
value per-capita income sta- 
tistics m the hope of obtain- 
ing the preferential treatment 
given to underdeveloped re- 
gions. 

Others fabricate birth reg- 
istration statistics to make 
sure their locality is not seen 
to have exceeded population 
targets laid out in China's 
strict faqnly planning policy. 

Such actions not only 
“seriously violate the official 
line of ‘seeking truth from the 
tacts* but also violate the law 
“and should be treated as cor- 


On Monday, the govern- 
ment said it would damp 
down on rural enterprises 
providing misleading per- 
formance figures by adjusting 
its statistical evaluation 
methods to minimise the im- 
pact of exaggerated output 
data. 


The reported 45 per cent 
increase in output value in 
the first half of 1994 com- 
pared with the same period 
last year concealed the fact 
that many township and vil- 
lage enterprises — the cor- 
nerstone of China's rural eco- 
nomic policy — are being 
pushed into the red or even 
to bankruptcy by cash shor- 
tages and tax hikes. 


EU unveils more trade concessions to S. Africa 


He said his party's mea- 
sures would increased ’ the 
national tax take by 27.4 bil- 
lion crowns ($3.4 billion) and 
slash state expenditure by 
33.6 billion crowns ($4.2 bil- 


lion) between 1994 and 1998. 
Mr. Carlsson said Swedes 


Mr. Carlsson said Swedes 
faced more expensive health 


He said unemployment 
would be the Social Demo- 
crats’ top priority. “We want 
to prevent young people 
being without work for more 
than 100 days,” he said, with- 
out elaborating. Officials said 
the party would launch mas- 
sive youth employment 
schemes to carry out this 
pledge. 


JOHANNESBRUG (R) — 
The 12-nation European Un- 
ion (EU) Friday unveiled 
further trade concessions de- 


signed to open up its markets- 
to post-apartheid South Afri- 


care, higher wealth and assets 
tax and reduced child be- 


tax and reduced child be- 
nefits. Defence spending 
would be cut sharply too, he 
added. 


“This is no plan, this is 
reality, it will be carried out,” 
opposition finance spokes- 
man Goran Petsson told a 
news conference. 

Financial markets in 
Sweden had closed by the 
time the Social Democrats 
announced their manifesto. 
However leaks earlier in the 
day about the economic prog- 
ramme sparked a minor re- 
covery in the crown and a fall 


In a clear hmt that taxes on 
medium and high earners 
would be increased, Mr. 
Carlsson said “those in work 
and with good incomes must 
bear the heaviest burden.” 

He said a Social Democrat 
government would not intro- 
duce any legislation that 
caused a deterioration in 
state finances. 

"We ask for voter’s 
approval to carry out prog- 
ramme to increase growth, 
get unemployment down, sta- 
bilise the economy and main- 
tain the welfare state,” Mr. 
Carlsson said. 


The widening of duty-free 
access for its exports, affect- 
ing nearly 2,000 industrial 
and semi-industrial products, 

1 was portrayed by EU Ambas- 
sador Erwan Fouere as a vote 
of confidence in the new 
South Africa. 

“The EU is firmly commit- 
ted to the transition process 
and development in South 
Africa,” he told a news con- 
ference. 

“This also reflects a vote of 
confidence in South Africa 
and in the capacity of its 
people to respond to its chal- 
lenges,” he added. 

Currently some 77 per cent 
of South African exports to 
the F.l 1 were allowed in duty- 
free, at a vafae last year of 29.2 bffioa 
fend ($8.18 billion). The sew 


concessions would raise this 
to 31 billion rand ($8.68 bil- 
lion) a year. 

. Mr. Fouere said the pack- 
✓age was an interim measure, 
as the EU proposed to in- 
clude South Africa in a new, 
overhauled generalised sys- 
tem of preferences conces- 
sionary trade scheme to be 
implemented in January. 

This would entitle South 
Africa to the same favourable 
treatment as other eligible- 
countries in Africa, South 
America, Asia and eastern 
Europe. 


With the inclusion, hope- 
fully, of Austria, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden in the 
EU from January, South 
African exporters could set 
their sights on the largest free 
trade area in the world with a 
market of 375 million people, 
Mr. Fouere said. 


investor, although ties were 
strained by years of anti- 
apartheid sanctions preced- 
ing the country’s first-all-race 
elections in April. 

Two-way trade, in which 
the EU absorbs 40 per cent of 
South Africa’s exports, rose 
8.7 per cent last year to 40.29 
billion rand ($11.29 billion). 

In the first four months of 
1994, as democracy dawned. 
South African exports to the 
EU rose 30 per cent over the 
same period of 1993 to 6.1 
billion rand ($1.71 billion), 
while imports were 27 per 
cent up at 9.1 billion rand 
($235 billion). 

South Africa's major ex- 
ports to the EU include fruit, 
minerals and in particular 


coal and base metals, di- 
amonds. gold, platinum and 
platinum-related metals. 

Major imports include 
machinery, mechanical ap- 
pliances and electrical equip- 
ment, with chemicals, vehi- 
cles, vehicle components, 
base metals and - high-tech 
equipment dose behind. 

Mr. Fouere said the latest 
concessions were designed to 
help diversify South African 
exports to Europe. 

Despite the concessions 
however, he said South Afri- 
ca would have to improve the 
quality of many of its pro- 
ducts in order to be able to 
compete abroad. 

“It's a very competitive 
world out there,” he said. 


The EU is already South 
Africa's largest trade partner 
as well as its largest foreign 
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Mugabe condemns IMF 
‘ im perialism’ in Africa 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe of Zim- 
babwe Friday condemned the 
“financial imperialism" of 
the World Bank and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF). - 


“Our world, the develop- 
ing world, is groaning under 
the financia l imp erialism of 
these two institutions, Presi- 
dent. Mugabe said at a news 
conference. » 

• Responding to questions, 
.President Mugabe said South 
Africa should seek and 
accept assistance from the 
World Bank and the IMF for 
its post-apartheid reconstruc- 
tion and development prog- 
ramme. 


But, he said, Africa 
needed to continue to press 
for democratisation or the 
two bodies and international 
bodies such as the United 
Nations. 


“We would want to see 
some real transparency and 
also some democracy in those 
institutions,” he said. “They 
are not institutions God- 
given. they arc created by 
man and we are members. 
We pay our contributions to 
them and they should not act 
as dictators to us.” 

The World Bank, main 
backer of Zimbabwe’s five- 
year reforms due to end next 
year, and ordinary Zimbab- 1 
weans hit by high taxes and 
living costs have become in- 
creasingly irritated and vocal 
a ga inst the government's fai- 
lure to rein in its spending. 

President Mugabe’s gov- 
ernment is already spending 
nearly 50 per cent of annua] 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) — one of the highest 
such rates in the world — 
with most of the money fund- 
ing a bloated civil service and 
loss-making companies. 



the newspaper 


Qatar endorses 
GATT membership 


DOHA (R) — The emir of 
Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Hamad A1 Thani, Saturday 
signed an agreement formally 
allowing the Gulf state to join 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
the official Qatar News 


Agency reported. 
Tlie Gene va-bas 


The Geneva-based GATT 
approved Qatar’s application 
to join in April. 

The six states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council — 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 


Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates — 
are latecomers to .GAIT and 
all but two have now joined. 
Sandi Arabia's application is 
under study but Oman has 
yet to apply. 

To gain greater access to' 
other markets, GCC states 
have been under pressure 
from trading partners such as 
the European Union to join' 
GATT if they wished to be- 
nefit from preferential con- 
cessions. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 21, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
ready good day for finding a 
good way - to solve a difficult 
problem and to rise above other 
difficulties that have been of 
some concern. A new acquaint- 
ance could prove post helpful to 
you. 


you usually do. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octc 
ber 22) Study your financial an 
property interests well and kno< 
exactly where you stand. Plan 
better course of action for th 
future. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Use your hunches more and get 
right answers to difficult prob- 
lems. The one you love has high 
expectations, so don't disappoint 
him/her.. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 4 
November 21) Show others that w 
you ate a serious thinker and can 


solve knotty problems. Avoid a 
foe who is detrimental to your 


foe who 
progress. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 


Tty to please loyal friends in- 
stead of being too preoccupied 


stead of being too preoccupied 
with persona] worries. Show 
thoughtfulness for others around 
you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
This is a good day to be of real 
service to those who have done 
you favours in the past. Sidestep 
one who likes to impose on you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A fine time to engage in 
amusements which will relieve 
stress and strain of the past 
week. Be more cheerful to those 
you meet. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
may find it difficult to gain the 
facts you desire, but persevere 
and all will turn out your advan- 
tage. Relax tonight with loved 
ones. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Medicating ab- 
out whatever has been difficult to 
solve in the past can help you 
find the right solution for a new 
project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Some personal aim 
you have can now be attained by 
pursuing it in a positive manner. 
Express happiness for your loved 
ones. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study every angle 
of your regular tasks and strive to 
be more efficient in the future. 
Take no risks with your reputa- 
tion. 


more to gain your true aims. 
Sidestep one who likes to take 
advantage of your good nature 
and gencrousity. 



VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Go to wherever you can 
for the knowledge which appeals 
to you. Plan the new week wisely 
so you can accomplish more than 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Richard Thorn** 


ACROSS 
1 Puts the &d on 
6 Opera type 
10 Honest one 


liiH alia 


i4 Wan hanging 

16 Lily leaf 

17 Amuse Crystal? 

19 Throw 

20 Ghostly 

21 Relating to a 
ch tfd birth 

method 

23 Money (kawer 
2i Alpine area 
2S Book's back 
27 Arm (ewB&v 

30 Fur scarf 

31 Sand or Gate 

32 Handle ctumsdy 

33 Panacea 

34 Deceitful 

35 — passu (side 


■ana 
a a| 

■ a 


■!■ IMBHaa 


aupauuu am 


3/ Catamounts 

30 Frighten 

39 Pacific island 
grow* 

41 Discloses 

42 Writer Horatio 

43 Odious 

44 Waco university 
Put apart from 

50 " — Town" 

51 Level Amman? 

53 Sen. org. 

54 how king 

55 Irregularly 
notched. 

56 Kind of sauce 

57 Run easily 

58 Jutland 
residents 


lysas 

aurnnm 


WB tlKu iwittiiiwaim 
“ "V" RatwtM 


DOWN 

1 Same ships: 


8 Ease pain 

10 Horrify Hogan? 

11 Singer Joan 

12 Beat barely 
15 Rummage 

through 
18 A Gardnar 
22 Curly's chum 

24 Bind up 

25 Buddhist shrine 

26 Descnbe 
Charles? 

27 Cowcatchers 

28 Receives wages 

29 Reproach 

30 Rhnflam 

31 Philippine 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sofrafc 


anon nraonra rcnnc; 
"□on nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnmnnnnnriHrinn 
nnn anno nnnnnn 
rir „ nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nrnnnm nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnninnnnn 
n^nin nnnn nmnnn 
nnn noun nnocma 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 

nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
□nan nnnnn nnr.n 


JOMisloftune 44 Punches 
fltYugoebYtoatfc, 45 Common 

wST’"" 

creator 47 ^ 


48 AdmtoMwred 
amount 

43 Gives the once- 
over 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to apply yourself 


Birthstone of Angnst; 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


: JO 

. Ti 


47 Hand or horse 52 Lobby MU'* 
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A man helps an old woman to stand up whDe Boose along the Moscow streets. Below, an 
other people shoot in panic Friday as special OMON soldier drags an arrested demonstra- 
start to disperse a tor (MMM shareholder). The demonstration 
mardi of MMM shareholders from the White was banned by the government (AFP photo) 
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ASEAN seeks 10-year extension 
of preferential trade with U.S. 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Association of Sooth East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
has sought a farther 10 
years of pre f e r en tial trad- 
ing with toe United States, 
saying lost revenues from 
lower tariffs would be 
offset by increased U.S. 
exports to the region, Phi- 
lippine officials said Friday. 

The G eneralised System 
of Preferences (GSP) ex- 
tended to developing coun- 
tries such as . those in 
ASEAN — Brutus, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Phi- 
lippines, Singapore and 
Thailand — expires on 
Sept. 30 after a 15-month 
extension. 

The six ASEAN ambas- 
sadors to Washington 
urged in a letter sent to 


U.S. Trade Representative 
Michael Kan tor that the 
GSP be extended for 10 
more years instead of five 
years as proposed by the 
administration of U.S. 
President BiU Clinton, 
t offi- 


be* 
P are 
Lumpur, 


dab here said. 

Four of the 
neficiaries of 
Jakarta, Koala 
Manila and Bangkok. 

A GSP renewal wiQ be 
inducted in legislation to 
implement the Uruguay 
Round agreement under 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
to be drafted by the U.S. 
Congress, department offi- 
cials said. 

“We understand there 
are budget considerations. 


but we would like to point 
oat that security provided 
to beneficiary country pro- 
ducers and U.S. importers 
by a 10-year renewal is an 
extremely valuable fea- 
ture,” said the letter, 
copies of which were made 
available here Friday. 

“As economies of the 
beneficiaries grow, so to do 
opportunities for expor- 
ters, importers, and inves- 
tors in the industrialised 
world/* the letter said. 

Foreign Department offi- 
ud ASEAN fe; 


rials saic 


fears the 


prospects of $12 billion in 
U.S. revenue losses doe to 
die Uruguay Round agree- 
ment could prompt the 
U.S. Congress to opt for a 
shorter extension period. 


Malaysia to develop fledgling 
fund management industry 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysia is gradually 
freeing restriction * on its pen- 
sion funds in an attempt to 
develop its fund management 
industry, to service local and 
foreign funds, officials have 
said. 

Only five per cent of the 
country’s assets of more than 
72 bilhon ringgit ($28.8 bil- 
lion) at the end of 1993, were 
invested in corporate secur- 
ities, said the Securities Com- 
mission director for research 
and development, Khairil 
Anuar Abdullah. 

With a property regulated, 
professional fund manage- 
ment industry, the nation’s 
savings would be more effec- 
tively managed, he told re- 
porters at a briefing. 

“Malaysia will also be able 
to offer her own expertise to 
foreign funds looking for ex- 
pert management in 
Malaysia, within the region 
and even on a global baas/* 
said Mr. Khairil. “If we don’t 


do it, other competitors such 
as Thailand, will,” be said. 

Currently the lade of a 
dear regulatory structure and 
industry exp er t i s e is imped- 
ing the industry’s growth, 
officials said. 

Officials said portfolio re- 
trictions on the country's 
largest pension fund, the Em- 
ployees Provident Fund 
(EPF), were being eased to 
allow it a pivotal role in the 
growth of the fond manage- 
ment industry. 

EPF will be allowed to 
invest a higher percentage of 
its assets in corporate secur- 
ities. Now only five per cent 
can be thus invested. 

“But it will have to be done 
very gradually to allow the 
local capita] market to adjust 
the absorption/* said Mr. 
Khairil. 

A source said already 10 
fund management companies 
were vying to handle EPFs 
vast portfolio of investible 
funds. 


The EPF remains in struc- 
ture a captive organisation 
for non-inflation financing of 
the government’s borrowing 
requirements. By compari- 
son, the government’s trust 
fund, which was incorp orat ed 
in 1993, with assets totalling 
2.9 billion ringgit at the end 
of last year, had about 77 per 
cent of its assets invested in 
corporate securities. 

Likewise, the armed forces 
fund invested over 65 per 
cent of its assets in corporate 
securities by the end of last 
year, Mr. Khairil said. 

Officials said Malaysia was 
losing millions to foreign 
fund management companies 
due to the lack of industry 
expertise and a dear regula- 
tory structure. 

According to the centra] 
Bank Negara, portfolio fees 
earned by merchant banks 
have increased to 26 million 
ringgit, unmounting to less 
than two per cent of their 
total fee-based income. 
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U.S. computer 
market heading 

for price war 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The world's number one per- 
sonal computer manufactur- 
er, Compaq Computer, has 
announced drastic price curs 
that analysts said might be 
the first salvo in a new com- 
puter price war. 

Experts predict the 
shakeup. expected to be in 
fill! swing this fall, will go 
beyond the computer indus- 
try and affect all branches of 
the electronics market, from 
components to state-of-the- 
art interactive compact disc 
players. 

Compiq slashed nri^s on 
its computers from seven to 
22 per cent in a dynamic bid 
to increase its share of the 
market but it left the margin 
on its most recent models 
intact. 

The highest price cuts were 
registered on the least power- 
ful models from the ProLinea 
series, which are slated to be 
upgraded in the near future, 
analysts from Dataquest Inc. 
and International Data Corp. 
said. 

Compaq dropped prices on 
its older models after having 
registered the highest profit 
margin in the market — 8.4 
p-r cent — in the second 
quarter and with shares 
valued at $2.2 billion as of 
June ?0. 

The computer manufactur- 
er, based in Houston, Texas, 
also dropped prices on com- 
puters using the Pentium mic- 
rochip by seven per cent in 
line with reduced component 
costs. 

Compaq officials denied 
however that they were seek- 
ing to provoke a price war or 
that they were hoping to get 
rid of their older models. 

“The only reason we are 
doing this 'is to reposition 
ourselves for the busiest 
buying time of the year,” 
autumn, said deputy director 
of sales, Gian Carlo Bisone. 

“This is not an inventory 
fire sale. It’s not to start any 
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your, colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
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20 x 30 cat 


Shmeasani - Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 
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From 9.00 P.M 
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A Menu of Deldoue Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 817779 
Ifiddh East Hotel - Shmaleanl 




La Vita Lounge 
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r CHENS X 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia* Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialties 

Open daily 1240 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

V. Air Conditioned Hail / 



The first* be« 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jgbaf Amman, near 

Ahhyyah Gris School 

Take away bmOaMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 - 

p.m. 

7:00 — MidnigEt . 

Tel. 63996$ 


FpFEIRNISHEB^i 


To Suit All 
Budgets 
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Pizza 
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Exotic Sandwiches 
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L <*** 


war.” he added. 

Compaq ranked first in 
computer sales for the United 
States in two consecutive 
quarters, outpacing rival 
giants IBM ana Apple Com- 
puter, according to Data- 
quest. 

It had 14.3 per cent of the 
U.S. market share, Apple 
held 11.2 per cent, Packard 
Bell Electronics 9.3 per cent 
and IBM, 7.9 per cent. 

Compaq outranked IBM as 
the world's number one com- 
puter manufacturer last year. 

Apple, which was number 
one in the U.S. market up 
until this year, launched a 
new series of pocket compu- 
ters. Power PC, in March in 
a bid to regain its market 
share. 

Apple officials refused to 
comment on the Compaq 
price cuts. 

IBM was expected to be 
directly affected by the move 
os it is already tackling a 
major overhaul of its person- 
al computers division and 
hopes to launch a new line of 
models this (oil. 

“IBM is committed to 
being competitive ami re- 
sponsive to the market 
changes." IBM spokesman 
Mike Reiter said, adding: 
“We will remain competi- 
tive.” 

Intel, which manufactur- 
es the Pentium microchip, 
was to announce a price cut 
of up to 40 per cent on its 
products, according to Busi- 
ness Week. 

Qatar 
Airways 
want seven . 
ne w planes 

DOHA (R) — Qatar Air- 
ways is to acquire seven new 
aircraft to serve routes it 
planes to open in the next few 
months, its chief executive 
has said. 

“Four of the new aircraft 
we propose to acquire will be 
100-seateis for short hauls in 
the Gulf and neighbouring 
countries and three wifi be 
wide-bodied for long-range 
international routes,” Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Ali Bin Jaber AJ 
Thani told Renters. 

He said the airline, set np 
eight months ago, was 
weighing the options of either 
leasing or buying the new 
planes. 

“We want to strengthen 
our position to become a 
major international player in 
Gulf aviation,” be said. 

Qatar Airways currently 
flies to 10 destinations in 
Asia, Africa and Europe with 
two Airbus A-3l0s and a 
Boeing 737. 

New flights to Beirut. 
Damascus, Athens and Fu- 
jairah in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) are planned 
for September. Another 
flight to A! Ain in the UAE 
will stan in August. 


Vietnam 
clinches 
three major 
rice export 
contracts 

HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam 
has secured long-term rice 
export contracts, with 
Malaysia, Brazil and the Un- 
ited States, which could be a 
major boost for tins stagnant 
sector, a report said Satur- 
day. 

Minister of Agriculture 
and food indutry, Nguyen 
Cong Tan, was quota! as 
saying that his ministry and 
the ministry of commerce had 
reached agreement on 
“stable rice exporting con- 
tracts” which Vietnam can 
honour in the long ran. 

Mr. Tan said Vietnam had 
signed a contract to export 
500,000 tonnes of rice 
annually to Malaysia for the 
next five years, according to a 
report in Ho Qu Minh city’s 
youth newspaper Tuoi Tre. 

Mr. Tan added that 
another deal had been clin- 
ched with Brazil, which has 
agreed to buy 300,000 tonnes 
of rice from Vietnam, and 
stressed that the United 
States are expected to buy in 
the region of 700.000 tonnes 
of Vietnamese rice a year. 

U-$. trading firm, Amer- 
ican Rice, recently signed a 
deal to buy 300.000 tonnes or 
more of Vietnamese rice a 
year for the next three de- 
cades. 
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o Sports 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

Australia’s Perkins responds to chasing Kiwis 
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2nd round of U-18 basketball 
championship kicks off today 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
umbia (AP) — Australia's 
long distance swimmer star, 
Kieren Perkins, isn't used to 
having people catch up with 
him. 

When he saw two New 
Zealanders trying to stop him 
winning his first Common- 
wealth Gaines gold medal in 
the 200 metres freestyle, the 
800 and 1,500 specialist did 
something new. 

He had to sprint. 

. Perkins went out fast and 
had a clear hallway lead be- 
fore New Zealanders Trent 
Bray and Danyon Loader 
made their late moves. 

• “I breathe on my right side 
and, during the third 50, I 
could see Trent right by me,” 
Perkins said. “That was 
something I knew wasn't 
good for me and, at the third 
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winning the women’s disables 100 metres 
freestyle Friday (AFP photo) 


third in 1:03.20. 

In the women's 400 metre 
individual medley, one Au- 
stralian replaced another as 
Commonwealth champion. 

Elli Overton, bom across 
the water in Vancouver but 
an Australian citizen, ousted 
Hayley Lewis as titlist with a 
powerful performance. 

The Australians were ex- 
pected to make a sweep of 
the medals in this event but 
Canada's Nancy Sweetnam, 
who won foe 200 medley gold 
four years ago, split Overton 
and Lewis with another Au- 
stralian, Julie Majer, fourth. 

Overton clocked 4:44.01, 
Sweetnam had 4:46.20 and 
Lewis, who later collected 
gold in the 800-metre frees- 
tyle relay, took bronze in 
4:46.62. 

The only gold medal the 
Australians didn’t win in the 


By Aleen Ranaayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four teams 
return to action Sunday in 
the second round of the 
under- 18 basketball com- 
petition, one of over 12. 
annual competitions orga- 
nised by die Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF). 

A1 Jazireh, A1 Ahli, A1 
Orthodoxi and A1 Abbasi 
will be vying for the tide 
after etiminatiiig A1 Jalil, 
A1 Hussein, AJ Fuheis and 
Abu Nusair in the prelimin- 
ary round of the tourna- 
ment, sponsored by Opel. 


mucuover meias mark ^ 1:49 ^ ^ . 
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Auckland four years ago. 


events here, 400, 800 and 
1,500. “When I touched, I 
had absolutely no idea where 
I had finished. 

“I have been working hard 
on sprinting in the last couple 
of months and my strength in 
the water has improved,” 
said Perkins, who also is 
Olympic champion at 1,500. 

“Fm really not a 200 swim- 
mer but I was feeling more 
confident about the way I 
would swim the 200 this 
time.” 


Bray took second in 
1:49.47 and Loader won the 
bronze in 1:49.53, both inside 
the previous games record. _ 

The opening day of action 
certainly belonged to Austra- 
lia, which hoped for even 
more success Saturday in 
swimming and shooting. 

As well as winning four 
golds in the pool, the Austra- 
lians triumphed in the men's 
and women’s team cycling 
time trials, Christine Trefty 


and Annette Woodward won 
the pistol pairs and Kim Fraz- 
er and Sylvia Purdie were 
first in women’s smallbore 
rifle prone pairs. 

Australia's Philip Adams 
and Bengt Sandsfrom won 
the men’s free pistol pairs. 

The Canadians triumphed 
in men’s team gymnastics and 
Jean-Franco is Senecal and 
Wayne Sorensen won the 
men’s air rifle pairs for the 
host nation. 

Saturday saw the first di- 
ving inwfak and finale in 
wrestiing as well as four swim 
finals, the men’s 100 butterfly 
and 400 individual medley, 
and women’s 200 freestyle 


and 200 breaststroke. 

Perkins was one of four 
Australians who won gold 
medals in the first five events 
in the pool. Make that five 
out of six if you include the 
first disabled Commonwealth 
Games swimming race, a 100 
freestyle won by Melissa 
Carlton. 

Phfl Rogers edged Eng- 
land’s Nick Gillingham to win 
the 100 metres breaststroke 
title in 1:02.62. Gillingham, 
who put in a late spurt, was 
only 0.03 behind at the finish 
with Canada's Jon Cleveland, 
who won the 200-metre title 
in Auckland four years ago. 


aweemam nau Despite scoring six wins 
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Karen Pickering in the 
women’s 100 freestyle. 
Pickering set a games record 
in winning the women’s 100- 
metre freestyle title in 56.20. 
Australia's Karen van Wir- 
dum, who set the previous 
record in Auckland four 
years ago, afro beat ber pre- 
vious mark of 56.48 Ity dock- 
ing 56.42. Marianne timpert 
of Canada won the bronze in 
56.54. 

Van Wirdum had another 
reason to feel happy. 

“I proposed to my boyf- 
riend in a television interview 
immediately afterward,” she 
said. “He had better say 
yes.” 


phy this season. 


Along with A1 Orthodo- 
xi, A1 Jazireh and A1 Ahli 
are the top contenders for 
the season's basketball ti- 
des. 

AJ Jazireh clinched their 
first trophy of the season 
when they overcame A1 
Ahh to win foe U-22 cham- 
pionship while A1 Orthodo- 
xi won the U-16 competi- 
tion and regained the 
women’s title after titiebol- 
dars A1 Jazireh abruptly 
. pulled out of the competi- 
tion last month citing tech- 
nical irregularities and off- 
hand approach by foe JBF. 

AlJazireh, Sponsored by 
Aram ex, are a growing 
powerhouse in Jordanian 
bsdratfrp n. in addition to 
the women’s title last year 
they also clinched the 
youth's under-14 and 
nnder-16 titles, while their 
men's team finished third 
in foe first dndsioa, and 
second in the under-19 
competition. 


AJ Abbasi me the newest 
face in top level competi- 
tion. Though a second dMtios 
dab, they seen set to 
become one of the most 
active of the JBFs mem- 
bers, and have registered to 
{day in most of the age- 
group competitions. 

A1 Orthodoxi, who 
dominated the Kingdom’s 
basketball scene through- 
out the 1980s; are now aim- 
ing to regain their former 
glory which they handed to 
AI Ahli by losing the coun- 
try's most prestigious bas- 
ketball title — the*first divi- 
sion championship. 

Al Ahli ended their reign 
in 1990 and went on to win 
foe title in 1992 and 1993. 

Al Orthodoxi’s basket- 
ball coaches are now pre- 
paring a younger lineup of 
players who are already 
giving other teams a hard 
time, proving that their 
dub is still a power base to 
be reckoned with. 


Simpson defence challenges all 
DNA testing, TV movie delayed 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
O J. Simpson’s lawyer sent a 
tetter tom e trial judge Friday 

as evideanoe* j^^&jTfoSdng 
the former football star to the 
killings of his ex-wife and her 
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Klins mann scores for Tottenham, carried off injured 


LONDON (AFP) — German back in the second half tevell- 
World Cup star Jurgen Klins- ing through Romanian Dan 
maim scored a debut winner - Petrescn and an own goal by 
and was then stretchered Colin Calderwood only for 


from the field as Spurs beat 
Sheffield Wednesday 4-3 in a 
drama-packed opening to the 
Premiership. 

Born-again Liverpool 
thrashed Crystal Palace 6-1, 
champions Manchester Un- 
ited beat QPR 2-0 with both 
sides down to 10-men and 
Arsenal ran out 3-0 winners 
over 10-man Manchester 
City. 

Spurs, who struggled to 
avoid the drop and have since 
been hammered by the Foot- 
ball Association for financial 
irregularities, showed all of 
their fighting spirit away to 
Wednesday. 

Teddy Sberingham broke 
foe deadlock after 19 minutes 
and Darren Anderton added 
a second on the half-hour. 

But Wednesday struck 


future England star Nick 
Barm by to put Spurs back in 
front. 

Klinsmaim, foe two mfltion 
pound signing from Monaco, 
made it 4-2 m the 82nd mi- 
nute with a headed goal on 
his debut, but was streteb- 
ered off after a clash of heads 
with Des Walker a few mi- 
nutes later. 

The drama wasn’t over as 
David Hirst scored Wednes- 
day’s third but Spurs hung on 
grimly for their win. 

Assistant manager Steve 
Perryman said Klinsmann 
needed “nine or 10 stitches in 
his mouth and has slight con- 
ensston. But he’s joking now 
and he's very happy.” 

Another man with reason 
to be satisfied was Manches- 
ter United’s Alex Ferguson. 


Both sides were down to 10 
men at the finish as referees 
around the country cracked 
down on sending-off off- 
ences. The drama started 
Within 10 nrinntes with a red 
card for Rangers' dive Wil- 
son, who tupped United’s 
Russiana winger Andrei Kan- 
cbelslris. 

But Ferguson's men were 
also one short when substi- 


two minutes. Alan Smith, 
who got the Guenners’ win- 
ner over Parma in 
Copenhagen, added the 
second and Ian Wright com- 
pleted the root in the 76th 
minute. 

Qty had Uwe Bossier sent 
off late in die second-half for 
a second bookable offence. 

Along with Spurs, it was a 
good day for some of last 


port County, £350,000 striker 
Andy Preece, stretchered off 
in the opening minutes. 


The letter contended that 
samples sent to a laboratory 
may have been mislabelled 
A hearing on DNA evidence 
had been previously sche- 
duled for Monday. 

In the letter, leald attorney 
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tute Paul Parker left the field I season’s other stragglers, 
five minutes after arriving. with- Liverpool giving newfy- 
Mark Hughes .and. Bryan • -promoted Palace a 6-1 hiding 
McOair got the goals in the at Selhurst Park, 
second half. Liverpool, relegation 

Arsenal, who usually make candidates at one stage last 
a slow start to the season, season, opened the scoring 

showed foe sort of form with a 12th minute penalty 

which won them the Euro- converted by Jan Mol by. 
pean Cup Winners Cup in Steve McManaman added 
May, beating Manchester the second two minutes later 
City 3-0. and Robbie Fowler made it 

Kevin Campbell scored the 3-0 just before the break, 
country’s first goal in the Palace’s misety was com- 
Prcmiership campaign, bund- pounded by having their pre- 
ling the ball home after only season signing from Stock- 
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strong but Liverpool skipper 
lan Rush struck twice and 
McManaman once a gain to 
put the issue beyond doubt. 

Fellow stragglers South- 
ampton and Everton also had 
reason to be satisfied with 
their draws. 

The Saints tamed Blade- 
burn's eight mUfion pound 
strike force of Alan Shearer 
and newboy Chris Sutton, 
and even enjoyed a 1-0 lead 
at half-time after Matthew Le 
Ussier sent a beautiful 40- 
yard pass through? 

Just as important was a 
pently save by South- 
ampton’s Bruce Grobelaar, 
making his debut after leav- 
ing Liverpool and defying 
England centre forward 
Shearer. 


votved in handling samples. 

The samples form a coze of 
scientific evidence that could 
help convict or dear Simpson 
in foe killings of Nicole 
Brown Simpson, 35, and 
Ronald Goldman, 25. The 
tests sometimes take months 
to complete. 

Simpson, who appeared in 
movies and as a television 
sports commentatin' after re- 
tiring from football, is cone of 
the most ftmow Americans 
to have been charged with 
murder. 

UCLA lav professor Peter 
Arenella wasn't surprised tty 
Shapiro’s letter. 

“This is simply one ele- 
ment of a very elaborate de- 
fence strategy to constantly 
point to possible defects in 
the way foe police have in- 
vestigated evidence, gathered 
evidence and. tested it,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, sources dose 


court to determine the pre- to the investigation told foe 
dse quantity of blood evi- Associated Ftess that pre- 
dence available for testing, linnnary tests on four blood- 
and he requested to know all drops found at the murder 
people involved in obtaining, scene did not match Simp- 
storing, cutting and preparing son’s blood and have yet to 
the samples sent to CcQmark be matched to anyone else's 
Diagnostics in Maryland. He blood, 
also said be wanted to know However, KNBC-TV cited 


all people' previously in- unnamed sourcs Friday 


saying a blood drop found on 
Goldman's shoe matched the 
victim’s own blood. The tele- 
vision station also reported . 
that both prosecutors and de- 
fence attorneys have received 
copies of the preliminary 
DNA results. 

Shapiro wouldn’t comment 
on preHminary DNA results. 

Other developments Fri- 
day: 

— CBS news said prosecu- 
tors are looking into Brian 
“Kato” Kaelin's testimony, 
based on reports that be told 
his friends more than be said 
on the witness stand. Kaelin 
testified that he heard three 
loud, alarming knocks on his 
bedroom wall the night of tire 
murders. 

— KCBS-TV also reported 
Friday night that foe testi- 
mony of two key witnesses 
has not yet been presented in 
open court. Two men walk- 
ing on Bundy drive, near die ’ 
condominium where the 
bodies were found, say they 
saw a black man arguing with 
a white man around 10 p.m. 

Prosecutors have claimed 
the two were killed at about 
10:15 p.m. on June 12, while 
Simpson’s lawyers have tried 
to show it happened up to 45 
minutes later. 


German 1st division results 


BONN (R) — Results of 
German first division match- 
es played Saturday: 

Dynamo Dresden 1 
Bayer Uerdingen 1 
Karlsrahu 2 
Eintracht Frankfurt 0 
Bayern Munich 3 
Borussia Dortmund 4 


Werrier Bremen 1 
Duisburg 1 
Freiburg 0 
Cologne 0 
Bochum 1 
Munich 1860 0 
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Played on Friday: 
Sfaalke 1 
VFB Stuttgart 2 
Bayer Leverkusen 0 


Borussia MoenchengLadhach 
1 

Hamburg 1 
Kaiserslautern 1 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) 
— Linford Christie continued 
his regal reign over foe 100 
metres at Friday’s Van Dam- 
me Memorial Trade Meet, 
and Mike Powell and Colin 
Jackson came within one win 
of sharing a pot of gold. 

In the women’s 100, Gwen 
Torrence snapped the win- 
ning streak of Russia’s Irina 
Privalova, who had been un- 
beatable ever since the U.S. 
runner edged ber at the 
Goodwill Games. 

In the penultimate Golden 
Four meet, Powell provided 
the best drama, with a win- 
ning come-from-behind jump 
over compatriot Kareem 
Streete-Thompson to keep a 
perfect record in the Golden 
Four meets alive with only 
Berlin to come. 


dies. After winning in Oslo 
and Zurich, victory in Berlin 
on Aug. 30 would give him at 
least half of 20 kQos in gold. 

Four athletes went into foe 
Van Damme with a shot at 
gold but American Derrick 
Adkins finished only fourth 
in the 400 metre hurdles and 
Kenyan Wilson Kiplccter was 
beaten at the tape by coun- 
tryman Patrick Koncbellah in 
the 800m. 

After winning a highly- 
charged 100 metres in Zorich 
Wednesday, Britain’s Christ- 
ie reconfirmed bis supremacy 
over Americans Dennis 
Mitchell and Jon Drummond 
in a time of 10.03 seconds 
even though he was slow out 
of the blocks. Once the veter- 
an was fully upright, be ran 
away from the field in foe last 


ter. I can run a kit faster,” 
said Christie afterwards. By 
tradition almost, the Van 
Damme was held in damp, 
windy conditions at the 
Heysel Stadium. Mitchell 
finished in 10.12 and Drum- 
mond in 10.16. 

In the women’s 100m, 
Torrence ran the second best 
time of foe season in 10.83 
seconds, easily beating 
Jamaica’s Merleue Ottey into 
second place. Favourite Pri- 
valova, who beat Torrance in 
Zurich and won the Euro- 
pean Championship last 
week, was third. 


BROOKLYN, Mich. (AP) 
— U.S. stock car racing star 
Ernie Irvan was critically in- 
jured Saturday in a crash 
during practice for Sunday’s 
GM Goodwrench Dealers 
400 at Michigan International 
Speedway. 

Irvan, who sustained what 
track and rarign officials cal- 
led “multiple injuries,” was 
airlifted to St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in Ypsflanti, Mich. t 

Nicknamed “Swervin' * 


Jackie Joyner-Kersee also Irvan” for what some consid- 
got revenge. After she was er to be his dangerous style of 
beaten in Zurich by racing, Irvan slamnwl into 


beaten in Zurich by 
Ukraine’s Inessa Kravcts and 
Germany’s Heike Drechskrr, 
she upstaged them in Brus- 
sels with a jump of 7.11 


Con you handle these 
uncertainties? 

Prospects of peace in the region. 


I TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR MANAGERS 

Under the patronage of Mr. Khaldooa Aba Hasran, 

I PresktemoTArnman Chamber of IndiKtry. ' 

ij What: Managing Change: A workshop to upgrade the 

1 entrepreneurial skills of managers under conditions of rapid 
change 

S When: 14 -20 September 1994 
J Where: Intercontinental Hotel, Amman 
l Who: 20 Chief executives and managers from the private sector 
f ‘Or gan izers: University of Jordan’s Outreach Consultation 

& Project; . 

: : United Nations • ESCWA; Friedrich Ebert Foundation 
;< Contents: The workshop will be presented in three core 

jtfentitying Change. Predicting Change. Coping with Change 

J Cost JD 250 covers kits, handouts, a certificate and other 

resource material .Also covers three Lunches and daily coffee 
i b reaks. 

? For farther information, please contact: 

i Outreach Consultation Project Industrial Engineering 
■; Departuien^University of Jordan 

5 Tel: 843555 ext 2882 

Fax: 848558 


Industry Division 
UN -ESCWA 
Td: 606847 OXL 152 
Fax: 694961/2 

ueuiffiuidt 


the concrete barrier in turn 
two on the 2-mile (3.2- 
kilometres), high-banked 
oval during the first practice 


. — ; — : . cn matT-. ~ . ■>: r — u»oi uuiiuk UK UI» 

Jackson cruised to an easy . ?* e “ cs - metres. Drecfasler was second session of the dav 

in in the 110 metres hur- If the conditions are bet- with 7.01. 


win in the 110 metres hur- " toe conditions are bet 

FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon and dining room, central heating, telephone,_ 
deluxe furniture, new building. Suitable for- diplomat. 

Please call tel. 820259 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

• 3 bedrooms, 2 of them master, living 
room, terrace, dinning room and salon 

L - shaped, with a small front terrace, 
Servant room and guests bathroom, wide 
kitchen. Recently built, second floor, with 
elevator 

• Located at the 4th Circle, 900m away from 
the Prime Minister's headquarters. 

• Yearly rent JD 6,000 

For more information call : 652722 
From 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
And 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 


^ W — BoescI, Mansell, Mario 
Paul Tracy posted foe fastest Andretti, Indycar series kad- 
in practice Friday for er Al Unser Jr., Stefan 
Sunday’s New Ea0and 200, a Johansson, Emerson Fittipat- 
firt step toward wiping out di and Eddie Chceves*. 
the memory of last year’s Tracy, the third member of 
disappointing Indy car finish, this year’s do minating penske 

Iracy turned in a time of team, credited the conditioa 
172.055 MPH (276.836 KPH) of the track for the improved 
m an afternoon run, weU speeds, 
above the official track re- “The track is much, much 
1 6 9.247 MPH better than last year,” he 
g72.318 KPH) by Nigel said. “We’ve got a lot of race 
Manseu at foe New Hamp- track to work with. The track 
shire International Speed- is in perfect condition.” 
*9; „ Three weeks before last 

Mansdl posted the time in year’s Indycar race, a Wm- 
a qualifying ran for last year’s ston Cup race tore up foe 
raceand went on to win in one-mile (1.6-kilometre) 
ro^facular faslsiom, passing oval, and repaving efforts 

nswi thd*« laps EJf 1 1 ***** mediocre success, 
and then outdneUmg him to The track was resurfaced 


Ford Grand Marquis 

Car For Sale 

Customs duty unpaid, model 1994, full automatic 
with all options, dark green metallic. 

Call tel. 617680 


CHOIR SINGING 

The'VWCA in Amman takes pleasure in inviting 
male & female singers to join its 4-voice choir in 
preparation for its annual Christmas concert that 
will be held Dec. 7, 8, 10. 11 1994 at the RCC. 
Christmas Cantata "Ring the Bells" as well as 
classical pieces and traditional carols will be in 
this year's programme. 

interested (amateur/professional) singers please 
be at the YWCA hall, 3rd Circle, on Tuesday, Aug. 
23, from 7:30 — 10:00 pjn. & every Tuesday. 
Thereafter, through December, additional rehear- 
sals are a possibility. If you are interested in 
participating in this choral experience please 
attend the rehearsal on Aug. 23. No members will 
be accepted after Sept 20. 

For Inquiries please call the YWCA 
on telephones 641119-641793 
between 9-1 except Sundays and Fridays. 


the finish. 

Eight other drivers, indud- 
ing Mansell, also surpassed 
the record Friday on foe na- 
tjon 'snew est superapeedway. 
Qualifying for the race began 
Saturday. 

Teo Fabi, suffering 
through a disappointin g sea. 
son, boosted his spirits with 
tire fastest time in the mont- 
ingsesston, 172.024 (276.787 


Behind him were Paul 


fl &fliu after this year’s Nascar 
race and the ex tra three 
weeks between the two races 
seems to have made a differ- 
ence. 

Tracy comes into the race 
frying to dose the gap be- 
tween himself and his two 
Penske temmates. Unser, 
with six victories in foe 11 
races, has 153 points and 
Emerson Fittipaldi 117. Tra- 
cy has 91, with Michael 
Andretti on his heels with 90. 


FOR RENT 

* ,la . f or rent. American style, to suit 

2? 460mZ built area; total 
site 1,075m 2 . Idyllic setting, bordering forest. 
Five minutes drive from 7th or 8th Circles 

Telephone 715495 


4 bedrooms, 2 salons, kitchen, 4 bathrooms, i 
se T vants room. In Abdoun, north of the • 
embassy. jeL: 813400 ' 
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Sports 

Corretja upsets Edberg at 
hardcourt championships 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 1994 H 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Third-seeded Stefan Edberg, 
describing his play as lethar- 
gic, was upset Friday by on- 
seeded Alex Corretja of 
Spain at the RCA Cham* 
pionships, leaving only one 
seeded player left for die 
semifinals. 

Edberg lost 1-6, 6-2, 6-4, 
leaving seventh-seeded 
Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa the only seed left at 
the Indianapolis Tennis Cen- 
tre. . 

“I bad no legs today,” said 
Edberg, who less than 18 
hours earlier looked good in 
a victory over Richard Kra- 
jicek of the Netherlands. 

“I was one step too slow 
today, almost twp steps from 
where I was last night. I think 
yesterday’s match took a lot 
out of me more than 1 
thought coming back today in 
the heat.” 

The victory over- Edberg, 
currently no. 4 in the world, 
continued a dream week for 
the 20-year-old Corretja, 
who is in his first hardcourt 


tourney of the year. He ear- 
lier beat fifth-seeded Jim 
Courier and 12th -seeded 
Andrea Guadenzi. 

Cortretja noticed that 
Edbeig was tiring at the end 
of the first set, which was 
dominated by the' Swede. 

“I saw him moving not so 
well, and I have to take this 
chance because you never 
know, maybe I can never 
beat him again: So today I 
had to take my chances,” 
Corretja said. 

Ea rlier, Ferreira posted a 
.straight-set victory over Tho- 
mas enqvist of Sweden, 6-2, 
6-2, to advance to the semi- 
finals, where be will lace 
Corretja. 

In the only match of the 
day between seeded players, 
Ferreira jumped off to a good 
start and never looked back. 

"These are the matches 
that I tend to let the person 
back in, even though be is not 
playing well,” Ferreira said. 
"But today 1 cut him off 
really quickly, which is 
good.” 


Enqvist, who was slowed 
earlier this year by a knee 
injury, praised his opponent's 
steady play while analysing 
his own problems. 

“I was trying to play my 
game and play aggressively.” 
the 20-year-old Swede said, 
"but I just (Hd too much un- 
forced errors.” 

“My serve was not working 
today ” Enqvist said. “If you 
are going to beat good play- 
ers hke Wayne, I mean you 
need to serve good.” 

Olivier Deleaitre con- 
tinued his impressive run 
with a 6-4„ 7-6 victory over 
Jonathan Stark of Seattle. 

The Frenchman, earning a 
way into his second career 
semifinal, has yet to lose a set 
at the tournament. 

Stark agreed that Delaitre 
was sharp. 

"He was really swinging 
from the hips, and came 
through big on the big points. 
I don't think I made too 
many mistakes, but he hit 
some very good shots,” 
Stark said. 


Baseball walkout’s 
1st week takes toll 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Ma- 
jor league baseball's players 
strike began a second week 
Friday with more layoffs, 
more concern and a possible 
future in Japan for baseball’s 
highest-paid player. 

Millie Bonilla, die wife of 
New York Mets' third base- 
man Bobby Bonilla, said with 
a unde she has set a deadline 
for her husband to resume 
playing. 

“I told Bobby I will give it 
two years. If they haven't 
settled by then, he has got to 
go to play in Japan,” die 
said. 

Bonilla makes $5.7 million 
this season, having already 
lost $249,180 for cancelled 
games. Through Friday, 103 
games had been wiped out, 
making this the second- 
longest strike in the sport 
after the 1981 player waEkdtft 
that lasted 50 days. 

George W. Bush, the ^bn 
of former U.S. President 


George Bush and the manag- 
ing partner of the Texas Ran- 
gers, said he expects no 
World Scries to be played 
this year. 

“I hope I'm wrong, but I 
doubt it,” said Bash, who 
hopes to be elected governor 
of Texas in' November. "It 
looks like... long extended 
labour negotiations and I am 
very worried about it” 

Talks are scheduled to re- 
sume Tuesday or Wednesday 
at the request of a govea 
meat mediator. But there is 
Kttte room for a compromise. 
Owners want to impose re- 
duced salary K«nln while 
players want to keep payrolls 
the same. The average salary 
is $1.2 mflhon bat the median 
salary paid to a mid-level 
player is just over $500,000. 

_ Charities that.. seO food, 
tickets, parking qpaces rnd 
souvenirs have already been 
hit by the strike. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH UflSCH 

TODum Mala Santtss, Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-1 — East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦AJ103 9KQJ42 0J7 *Afl 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass I 7 Pass 

2 '? Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your hand is not quite good 
enough to bid game and you cant 
even be aura four hearts would be 
the right game— partner might 
have raised with three hearts and 
four (or even five) spades. There- 
fore, we would make a game try 
with two spades. 


— East-West- vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4)87652 7AKQ863 0102 *Void 
What is your opening bid? 

A. — We have great respect for the 
trick -ta king power of hands with 6- 
5 distribution— so much so that wa 
would choose to open four , hearts 
rather than one heart. Even vulner- 
able that high-level preempt should 
be the winning option more often 
than not. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*93 710987 0KJI06 *1093 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

« 1 v 2 * 2 NT 

Pass Pass 3 * Pass 

?' 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner has not yef been dou- 
fbled. so the temptation to pan is 
great, since partner surely has at 
least a five-card spade suit (or a 
very good four-carder). However, it 
is your duty to see that your side 


pfoya in its best suit, so correct to 

four ebbs. 

hold: 

4KJ53 7XJ7 - 08 *97062 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — Let's suppose you respond pae 
epade and partner rebids two dfe- 
moads. Now, a pe rf erancc to two 
hearts is on underbid gad three 
hearts is an overbid. You con avoid 
■those problems by raising to two 
hearts immediately. See the first 
quogtioq, 

0*5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*978 9A8 OKI 04 *QJ854 
The bi dd in g has p r oceeded: 

West North East Sooth 
1 V Pose Pose • ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — In the i m m e diate seat no ac- 
tion could be considered over aa 
opposing opening bid. However, ex- 
perience has shown that it is losing 
ta ct ics to allow the opponents to 
play u n mol e sted at -the one or two- 
leveL In the balancing position, 
therefore, we would reopen fay bid- 
ding two dobs, with one no trump 
as a second choice. 

Q.6— Neither Vulnerable, at South 
you bold: 

*K6 910S42 0A5S *4)1098 
Hie bidding baa 
North East 

1 * Pose 1 NT 

2 NT Pose ? 

A. — Partner's raise to two no 
txump u invitational, asking yo u fp 
bid gems if you an at the top of 
your range for your first response. 
Since you could honfiy have more, 
bid tone no trarqp. 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area A fully furnished super deluxe fiat, 1901 
SQM. Ground floor consists of two bedrooms, L-shaped sajonafl 
sitting and dining rooms, including bar, spadous wm air 
accessories. Veranda could be used as a maid’s room. TVArideafl 
stereo set with all electrical appliances including electrical 
shutters. Bar-B-Q, grass pitched garden. 

Private garage, separate telephoneArater/fclectricfy and heating. 

“No mfermecfiaiies please” 

For more information please contact telephone num- 
bers 814850, 619971, 619972. » 


Demaria 
sets 
fastest 
time in 
Japan GP 

SUZUKA, Japan (AFP) — 
Yves Demaria of France set 
the fastest time here Saturday 
in the penultimate round of 
the world 250cc motocross 
championship series, preced- 
ing Sunday’s Japanese Grand 
Pnx. 

"I can sleep better than 
ocher guys tonight,” said 22- 
year-old Demaria, who 
steered his Honda to dock 
two minutes 01369 seconds 
to take the best starting posi- 
tion. 

“I came to Japan, of 
course, to win again. Td like 
to confirm that I can win 
again, to confirm -if-Tm 
strong, like Greg (Albertyu). 
mid Stefan (Everts). The lap 
time yesterday was also good 
and today it’s perfect.” 

The Frenchman, who step- 
ped up to the 250cc class this 
season and has won four 
races so far, has a narrow 
chance of overtaking. 

Kurt Nicoln of ‘ ritakn 
waq the”secoId faqtest'in 
2801:652 on the 1,900-metre 
(1.19-mOe) course, followed, 
by Andrea BartoUni of Italy 
in 2:02:620. 



Stich, Becker advance 
in Volvo International 


Boris Becker 


NEW HAVEN, Goon. 

— No. I seed Michael 

chopped a act for the first 
time in the Volvo Interna- 
tional but still beat no. 8 
Patrick Rafter 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 
Friday in a tournament dis- 
rupted by rain for a third 
straigte day. 

Such wifi phy in m all* 
German semifinal with no. 3 
Boris Becker, wtrio advanced 
later with a 6-2, 64 win over 
no. 11 Midtai Washington in 
a match completed after a 
delay of nearly 2 Vi horns. 

Tm sur p ris ed your Ger- 
m c oB eagu e s are not here 
already,” Becker joked to 
re porter s about the interest 
in his country. “They may 
come to m orrow morning- Fly 
in overnight.” 

In the only upset of the 
-day, no. 7 Marc Rosset beat 
Andrei Medvedev, the no. 2 
seed and defending cham- 
pion, 6*3, 3-6. 7-6(?6), in a 
match that dkhnt end until 
1135 pan. hectare of the 
di sr up ted schedule. 

No. 6 Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
was leading mweeded Marc 
GoeOner 7-6 (7-2), 5-7. 3-1 
when play was stopped at 4 
p.m. The match was sus- 
pended until Saturday to 
make room ou a lighted court 
for Sticfa’s doubles match. 

Stich was leadtog Rafter 
6-2, 54 whea ha early match, 1 
which started 216 boms late 
because of the first ram-delay 


of the day, was stopped after ‘ 
it started to rain again. 

After a 15-minute delay, 
Stich lost his service and the 
set But he broke Rafter ear- 
ly in the third and went on to 
become the first player to 
advance to the semifinal be- 
fore play was suspended a 
third time. 

Flay resumed about 530 
pjn. for the start of the 
match between Becker and 
Washington. Becker held a 
3-0 lead when (day was sus- 
pended a fourth time about 6 
p.m., finishing him off after 
the 2Vi hour delay. 

Becker and Stich will meet 
for the ninth time. Tire two 
last met at Stutgart in Febru- 
ary, with Becker winning the 
match to take a 5-3 lead in 
the series. 

- The Volvo tournament, 
which has endured rain de- 
lays every year since moving 
to New Haven from Stratton 
Mountain, VT., in 1990, was 
disrupted by two rain delays 
Wednesday and another one 
Thursday. 

Stich has yet to play a 
match that hasn’t been inter- 
rnpted. 

IBs opening match against 
Marcelo Rios in the second 
round was suspended be- 
cause of rain Wednesday and 
loaned the next day. His 
match Thursday was delayd 
5V4 minutes when an 
emergency alarm was 
accidently tripped. 


Rattanapol retains IBF title 


BURIRAM, Thailand _ 

— Internationa] Boxing Ft_ 
e ration (IBF) mini-flyweight 
champion Rattanapol Sor- 
Vorapin of Thailand blocked 
out Marcelino Bolivar of 
Venezuela in the fourth 
round here Saturday. 

The Thai champion out- 
fought the number four con- 
tender two minutes 57 
seconds 'into the fourth' 
round, when the referee stop- 
ped the contest, in Buriram, 
northeast of Bangkok. 

After little action in the 
first, both fighters fought gal- 
lantly from the second round. 
Bolivar’s counter right hook 
sent Rattanapol off-balance 
to receive an eight-count 
first. 

Rattanapol came back with 
a heavy left hook to the face. 


felling Bolivar for an eight- 
count. 

Rattanapol dominated the 
rest of the bout with com-' 
bi nations of right upper cut 
and left hook, mostly to the 
face. 

Bolivar was given another 
eight-count in mid-third 
round. 

The fourth round was a 
one-sided affair. The Thai 
champion sent his Vene- 
zuelan challenger to the .can- 
vas to receive eight counts 
twice and finally a knockout 
count at the third fafl. 

Rattanapol improved his 
fight record to 19 wins, in- 
duding 14 knockouts, one 
draw, and two losses, while 
Bolivar's record • turned 17 
wins, including 16 knockouts, 
and three losses. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, fully furnished apartment. Located by 
the 4th Circle. 

Car for sale, Camaro 1988. 

Please call 636697 or 684803 


M 

Business Lunch 



Lavishly Okaz 

Treat your guests and friends, in a most relaxing atmosphere, 
to our Business Lunch BuffeL More than a 100 variety of 
hors d'oeuvres, salads, hot oriental and continental 
dishes and a large selection of desserts. 

* Tor only J.D. 10.000 per person ++ 

Uniquely InterContinental 

For reservations, please call 641361 Ext. 2222 


Graf, Pierce, Date, Sanchez 
Vicario advance in Matinee 


MONTREAL (AF) — Steffi 
Graf ihragged off a poor start 
and won the final 11 games to 
beat Gabrida Sabatini 7-5, 
64) late Friday in a quarter- 
final match in the Matinee 
international tournament 
The top-seeded Graf, 
whore sore back caused her 
to stop play twice for treat- 
ment Wednesday, started 
slowly against Sabatini, train- 
ing 5-2 at one point with 
.Sabatini serving at 30-love, 
But Graf ifon thcjcrtjfiye 
games to take the lint set. 


and in the second set she won 
all nx games. 

*T was a little bit nervous at 
the beginning of the match 
and Sabatini was playing very 
well,” Graf said. 

- "But I thought I could get 
back into it if I just kept the 
ball in play and waited for the 
right moment to attack, 
m, it finally came m die 
* game.” 


"I was attacking and doing 
exactly what X wanted. Then, 
she started to come back and 


I guess my mind just went off 
somewhere,” Sabatini said. 

No. 2 seed Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario defeated un- 
seeded Katerina Maleeva- of 
Bulgaria 6-2, 6-1 in another 

a uaiterfinal. She will play ip 
le semifinals against Japan's 
Kimiko Date, who beat un- 
seeded Nathalie Baudone of 
Italy 4-6, 6-2, 6-0. 

Tve been playing in the 
early matches all week be- 
cause maybe pedple think the 
jotber^ matches are more in- 
teresting,” said Sanchez- 
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The Tiffany Tesoro Chronograph 

The Tiffany Tesoro® chronograph watch in 
stainless steel and eighteen karat gold, from our 
collection of Swiss-made Tiffany timepieces. 

Also available in all eighteen karat gold or stainless sreel. 


Gifts Center 

SwetOoh -Tel: Bi 6629 * - - - - • 


Stich didn’t fore as well 
after Friday’s delay as he had 
during his first two inter- 
rupted matches, both of 
which he finished off in 
straight sets. 

Rafter held service to tie 
the second set 5-5, then 
broke Stich for the first time - 
of the match in the 11th 
game, chasing down a couple 
of drop shots that didn't seem 
reachable. 

"It's not my fault I lost that 
set,” Stich said. “He played 
really well.” 

After losing the set, Stich 
regrouped quickly and broke 
Rafter twice kx the final set. 
Stich said breaking Rafter 
early was crucial becuse* Of 
the way Rafter closed out the 
middle set. 

“That was very impor- 
tant,' Stich said. "I made 
three return winners and -he 
made a simple mistake.’*-' 

Rafter had a good game, 
always getting to the right 
place at the right time. But hh 
struggled to clear the net -on 
bis returns, bitting it several 
times for many of his un- 
forced errors. 

Stich, meanwhile, seemed 
to get the breaks at the net. 

“That's just the way, ft 
goes,* Rafter said. "I know 
Michael- can sometimes be»a 
little lazy, and I was hoping 
that would happen today.. 
Bnt he was on the top of ms 
game.” 
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Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 
in 


Shows:12J0. 3 JO, &M. 8J0, 10J0 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Mahmoud Abed A) Aziz 


IN 


Shorn: 12J0. 3J0, 6:15. 8J0. 1030 


CON CORD ~ 
STRIKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 12:30, 3-JO, 6:15.' 8:30, 1636 

CONCORD -2* 


Tom Hanks — in 

PhfflMMpMa 1 

Shows: 3 - 6 - 19 JO 


Tel.: 618274 - -618275 

1MO 

CImmb and Th—taa 

ABOVE THE LAW 

Shows: 12J0, 3 JO, 6:00 

From Aug. 24 the political play “Sahra 
Kamomeyetr 




Td.: 675571 


The poetical play 


At &30 every Saturday and Sunday 

Satan Va Sate play 

At 8:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
dosed. 


Nabfl & Hiaham's Tel.: 625155 

AR LAN THEATRE 

' .fe The play ~ — — 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

With AmaJ Dabbas 
Every Saturday, Sunday and' Mon- 
day. 

"fie The play 

Salam Ya Salam 

-With Madera Omran 
Every Wednesday, Thursday , and 
Fridj 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait urged to be realistic on population 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s failure to achieve its goal of 
balanced numbers of Kuwaitis and foreigners has damaged 
the credibility of the government and shows the need for a 
realistic population policy, economists said on Saturday. 
‘It is not important to announce idealistic targets, rather to 
produce studies that are feasible and of good quality,” die 
AJ Shall economic consultancy said in a weekly commen- 
tary. Official figures published this month show Kuwaitis 
now Dumber 38 per cent of the growing 1.77 million 
population, down from 43 per cent of a total 1.5 million a 
year ago. Stung by what it saw as disloyalty by some 
foreigners, especially Palestinians, during Iraq’s 1990-91 
occupation, the government said it would never again allow 
non-Kuwaitis to become a minority in their own country. 


Thai premier chides Saudi envoy 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai has 
eluded a Saudi envoy here for criticising Thailand’s 
inability to quickly resolve the $20 million theft of gems 
from Saudi Arabia, news reports said Saturday. Following 
accusations by Saudi Charge d’ Affaires Mohammad Said 
Khoja that the government is covering up Thai police 
involvement in die crime, Mr. Chuan told local reporters 
that Mr. Khoja should let the authorities handle the case 
according to Thai legal procedures. “This is not an easy 
case,” Mr. Chuan said. “And the government, in particu- 
lar, does not want to do anything superficial to amply get 
rid of the issue.” The case involves the 1989 theft of 90 
kilogrammes of jewellery from the palace of a Saudi prince 
by a Thai servant. The Thai was arrested after fleeing to 
Bangkok, but only about 30 per cent of the gems were 
returned. The Saadis say they suspect the Thai police kept 
some of the loot, and add that much of the returned jewelry 
was fake. 


Algeria’s TV starts satellite broadcasting 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria’s television and radio channels 
began broadcasting on Saturday by satellite in the direction 
of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, Algiers 
Radio said. Broadcasting is conducted via EutelsaL 


8 tribesmen killed in Iran clash 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Revolutionary Guards militiamen 
have killed eight suspected members of a gang of bandits 
and drug traffickers in southeastern Iran, the official news 
agency ERNA reported Saturday. The tribesmen belonging 
to the Naniwi tribe in Sistan va Baluchestan province were 
killed in an operation in the Gaveh-Bareh region, it said 
without giving a date. Several suspects escaped but the 
security forces seized a large amount of ammunition and 
vehicles. TRNA said last week that rune members of the 
same tribe had been killed in dashes with security forces in 
Sistan va Baluchestan. The Narnwi, one of the province’s 
main tribes, ore at war with the authorities. 


Hizbollah blasts house of rival faction 


TYRE (AFP) — Hizbollah guerrillas dynamited a house in 
South Lebanon wounding eight people in a revenge attack 
on its rival Shiite movement Amal, security official said 
Saturday. Hizbollah men surrounded the bouse late Friday 
in Bir A1 Salassel, east of this port city and about 80 
kilometres sooth of Beirut, after an earlier dash in the 
village between armed men belonging to die rival factions. 
They blew np the bouse wounding four men, two women 
and two children who were taken to hospital. A joint 
delegation of Amal, Hizbollah and Lebanese army officials 
visited the village on Saturday on a mission to restore calm, 
the security officials added. Amal, which is dose to Syria, 
and the Iranian-backed Hizbollah fought deadly battles in 
Beirut and southern Lebanon in 1987 and 1988 during 
Lebanon's 15-year dvil war. 


Iran plans 2£00 weddings to mark holy occasion 


NICOSIA (AP) — Some 2,200 young couples will be 
married in mass weddings in nine provinces across Iran 
next week during celebrations marking he birthday of the 
Prophet Mohammad, the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported Saturday. The Imam Khomeini Relief 
Committee, a charity- established in the name of the Islamic 
republic's late founder, announced that it was financing 
and arranging the weddings to be held Aug. 25-28. It also 
was providing dowry for the brides. 


Velayati in Syria for meeting on Iraq 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister AK 
Akbar Velayati arrived here Saturday for three-way talks 
with his Turkish and Syrian counterparts on the situation in 
Iraq. The offidal Syrian news agency SANA said he was 
welcomed by Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk AJ Sharaa. 
Turkey’s Mumtaz Soysal was also expected to attend the 
meeting Snnday. All three countries border Iraq and 
carefully monitor tire situation there, especially the break- 
away northern part under Kurdish control since 1991. 
Hundreds of people have been killed since May in fighting 
between rival Kurdish factions in northern Iraq. SANA 
said the talks, which are held twice a year in one of the 
three countries, would also deal with “regional questions 
arid cooperation.” They were postponed twice after origi- 
nally being set for July. The latest temporary ceasefire in 
northern Iraq between Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) and forces loyal to Masud Barzani’s 
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) was broken on Tues- 
day. 


U,S. Navy rescues Egyptian sailors 


DUBAI (R) — A U.S. Navy ship on Saturday rescued 10 
Egyptian sailors wbo drifted for nine days in a lifeboat in 
the Arabian Sea after their cargo ship sank, the Navy said, 
life crew of the Salem 12 abandoned ship as it sank on 
Ang. 11 but no word of the disaster came until Saturday 
after IS of its 31 crewmen reached the Omani coast in 
lifeboats, the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command in 
Bahrain said in a statement. The U.S. supply ship, the 
Mars, picked up 10 more sailors from a lifeboat in choppy 
seas on Saturday after spotting signal flares, the statement 
said. Six men are still muring. “The survivors appeared to 
be in good condition, with only minor sun rashes, (They) 
said it bad been seven days since they lest sight of the other 
lifeboats and they were down to one day's worth of food 
and water when sighted," it added. A navy spokesman said 
it was not yet known why the 9,000-tonne gross weight 
Egyptian ship had sunk ot what its destination was. 


Former Soviets held in brothel murders 


FRANKFURT (R) — German police have arrested a 
married couple from the former Soviet Union on suspicion 
of strangling six people in a high-class Frankfurt brothel. a 
spok esman said on Saturday. Hie spectacular crime in a 
smart area of Germany’s financial capital has drawn public 
attention to the large number of women from Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union being brought to 
Germany to work as prostitutes, often against their will. 
The victims were the two Hungarian owners of the brothel 
and four prostitutes from the former Soviet Union. The 
cospects were been detained on Thursday morning at a 
hoad for ethnic German, immigrants in wuthero Ger- 
rWlined to ffve the couple’s full names but 
said were bothethmc 
from the former Soviet repohiic of 

Kazakhstan. 


CIA helped capture 
Carlos, official says 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Central Inteffigence 
Agency (CIA) helped 
France capture Carlos, the 
accused international ex- 
tremist, handed over to 
Paris by Sudan tins week, 
an official said Friday. 

The official, who asked 
to remain unidentified, 
said the U.S. agency 
“helped dose the noose by 
steadily denying Carlos 
safe havens,” adding that 
‘‘tracking his movements 
was a key CIA contribu- 
tion to the French soc- 


The offidal declined to 
elaborate on any specific 
CIA actions but the New 
York Post reported that 
the CIA tipped off France 
in January that Carlos was 
in Sudan. 

Known as Carlos the 
Jackal, 44-year-old Dkh 
Ramirez Sanchez was 
tnrned ora to France on 
Monday to bee charges in 
the 1975 killings of two 
counter-intefi^ence offic- 
ers and a 1982 Paris bomb- 


ing. 
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Relief under way for Algeria quake area 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Rescue workers searching 
mountain villages levelled by 
an earthquake were still find- 
ing bodies two days after die 
catastrophe, raising the death 
tofl to at least 171 people, the 
Interior Ministry said Satur- 
day. 

Heavily armed soldiers 
were assisting in the rescue 
operation around Mascara, in 
northwest Algeria, where 
Islamic extremists waging a 
war to bring down the gov- 
ernment have carried out 
attacks in the past. 

Tents, blankets, food and 
water were being ferried by 
trades and helicopters to the 
area, 360 kilometres west of 
the capital for the estimated 
10,000 people left homeless 
by Thursday’s quake. Some 
of the supplies were para- 
chuted into the mountainous 
region where access is diffi- 
cult. 


Water supplies were bong 
tightly controlled to guard 
against cholera, typhoid and 
other waterborne diseases. 
Inoculations against tetanus 
were provided to the 289 
people injured. 

Under a crushing summer 
heat, the homeless made 
their way to four principal 
tent cities that went up 
arotmd the region. 

Donations or blood for the 
injured were being collected 
around Algeria. 

There was a dear effort by 
the military-backed govern- 
ment to take full control of 
the situation early on so that 
Muslim fundamentalists 
would not step in to -fill the 
void. After the 1989 earth- 
quake in Tipaza, outside 
Algiers, fundamentalists 
played a major role in orga- 
nising relief operations. 

The main f undamentalis t 
party, the Islamic Salvation 


Front, was then at its height. 
It has been banned since 
March 1992 as part of a 
crackdown that triggered vio- 
lence which has not abated 
since then. 


'Premier Mokdad Sifi said 
in a visit to the devastated 
region that the government 
would tty to help the home- 
less rebuild their houses be- 
fore winter, when the moun- 
tain temperatures turn bitter- 
ly cold. 


past year by extremists. 

The rebels hope to isolate 
and topple the country’s 
military-backed regime, in- 
stalled in a coup that robbed 
a Muslim fandamentalisf par- 
ty of election victory in Janu- 
ary 1992. 


area most affected by the 
quake, Algerian army offic- 
ers continued efforts to try to 
get food and first aid by 
helicopter to the isolated 
mountain villages. 


Two Saudi and Kuwaiti 
cargo planes flew tents and 
medicine into Algeria Satur- 
day. 


The earthquake struck be- 
fore dawn Thursday, collaps-. 
mg some 1,500 dwellings, 
mostly mud-and-straw huts in 
rural areas or small villages, 
on top of their sleeping occu- 
pants. 

No international request 
for aid has been launched, 
and relief groups expressed 
wariness about sending teams 
to the country, where 58 fore-, 
igpers have been lolled in the 


An aftershock Saturday 
damaged the homes of eight 
familie s living in die town of 
Moham madia forcing offi- 
cials to evacuate them, offi- 
cials said. 

A French plane with food 
was expected to land at the 
military airport at Tafaraoui, 
near Chan in western Algeria 
later Saturday. Aid was also 
expected from Italy and the 
European Union aid prog- 
ramme. 

Meanwhile in Mascara, the 


Most of the homeless spent 
tbeir second night outdoors 
as there were not enough 
tents to shelter them. A 
thousand tents were distri- 
buted but authorities were 
expecting another 4,000 or 
5,000 tents to meet every- 
one’s needs. 

The great majority of those 
left homeless are refusing to 
move away from their des- 
troyed homes. 

Food stocks in the area are 
sufficient to cover the needs 
for the next three days at 
least, said a local official, 
although food collections in 
the region are st31 being 
organised to bring them into 
die quake zone. 


Tutu criticises Mandela 


over salaries and arms 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — 
Anglican Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu delivered a sting- 
ing criticism Saturday of 
President Nelson Mandela’s 
government for its members’ 
high salaries and for con- 
tinning to make weapons. 

“I have been deeply dis- 
appointed that one of the first 
actions of the new parliament 
was to vote themselves those 
large salaries,” the 1984 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
said in remarks prepared for 
a meeting of bis church's 
regional leaders. 

Mr. Tutu’s questioning of 
die integrity and credibility of 
the Mandela government 
came as the country’s first 
blade president marked 100 
days in office. 

In a speedi to parliament 
Thursday, Mr. Mandela said 
rec o nstruction of the racially 
divided country was on track 
and improvement of life for 
the impoverished black 
majority had started. 

But Mr. Tutu, who won 
the Nobel for his anti- 
apartbeid activism, said the 
lawmakers elected in April’s 
first all-race vote bad already 
“set a bad example.” 

“They missed a golden 
opportunity in my view to 
demonstrate that they were 
serious about stopping the 
gravy train,” be said. “Some- 
one has observed that they 
stopped the gravy train only 
low enough to get on.” 

Ordinary parliament mem- 


bers are paid 161,000 rand 
($44,720) annually pins 
32,000 rand ($8,880) car allo- 
wance. Their predecessors in 
the white apartheid parlia- 
ment received 123,000 rands 
($34,160) in annual salary 
with an addition 774 rands 
($215) monthly for expenses 
and 158,000 rands ($43,880) 
as a car allowance every four 
years. 

Mr. Mandela, who at his 
own request is tire first bead 
of state to pay taxes, gets a 
total of 690,000 rand 
($191,660) year, or 409.632 
($113,750) after taxes. F.W. 
de Klerk, the last president of 
the apartheid regime, re- 
ceived less, 265,743 rand 
($73,817) annually plus 1,800 
jran ($500) monthly for ex- 
penses and a 200,000 rand 
($77,770) car allowance every 
four years. 

The country’s average year 
wage is 14,000 rands (about 
$4,000) and blacks typically 
earn less. 

Mr. Tutu has repeatedly 
warned he would be critical 
of the new government when 
it strayed, and said be bad 
expressed his views in a pri- 
vate conversation with Mr. 
Mandela. 

The archbishop also criti- 
cised the new government’s 
failure to curb the country’s 
bourgeoning weapons manu- 
facturing industry. 

“It is appalling to know 
that it is South African arms 
which have been used in 




Desmond Tata 


Rwanda’ and Sudan,” 
Archbishop Tutu said, “we 
cannot keep quiet.” 

Warning that Mr. Mandela 
"could easily become the 
target of demonstration and 
pickets,” he urged that “we 
should pursue the campaign 
for a gunless society.” 

He said his church should 
never be co-opted. “We must 
never allow ourselves to be- 
come tins or that party at 
prayer. However laudable its 
policies. We must always 
maintain a critical distance or 
be in critical solidarity with 
them.” 

Before the election. 
Archbishop Tutu made a 
controversial rating that 
Anglican priests could uot be 
card carrying memebrs of any 
political party. On Saturday 
he said the decree would be 
reviewed at a bishops meet- 
ing in September. 


Israeli-Palestmian talks 


on Jerusalem in Rabat 


RABAT (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators, meeting in the 
Moroccan city Casablanca, 
have dashed on the future of 
Jerusalem, the Moroccan 
press agency MAP said late 
Friday. 

Reporting on the session 
for the first time, the agency 
said the talks began Wednes- 
day behind dosed doors and 
were suspended Friday. They 
are to resume Monday. 

The agency, citing an un- 
named Palestinian source, 
disdosed that “differences 
emerged during the discuss- 
ions, notably on tbe Jeru- 
salem question.” 

Palestinian delegates de- 
nounced “Israeli actions and 
statements on tbe future of 
Jerusalem and its holy 
places,” according to the 
source. 

Israel has proclaimed a 
unified Jerusalem as its “eter- 
nal and undivided capital,” 
Mule the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) sees 
East Jerusalem as tbe capital 
of a future Palestinian state. 

The PLO was in addition 
upset by a July 25 agreement , 
between Jordan and Israel * 
ending their belligerency that 
recognised Jordan’s “historic 
role” in the administration of 
Muslim shrines in Jerusalem. 

Tbe Palestinian team here 
has also put forward two 
.proposals, the presence of 
Jewish settlers in the two 


autonomous areas, the West 
Bank town of Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip: Either they re- 
main as Palestinian citizens 
or they get out of the territor- 
ies, leaving intact their 
physical property. 

MAP said the Israeli posi- 
tion in the Casablanca talks 
on both the future of Jeru- 
salem and the overall status 
of the settlers was not dis- 
dosed. 


But it added that the 
Israelis had rejected a 
Palestinian proposal that the 
settlers be disarmed. 

The four-member Israeli 
delegation has been drawn 
from Israel’s parliament, the 
Knesset, and is headed by 
Ely Dayan. 


Tbe Palestinian team is led 
by Ahmad Tabi, a political 
adviser to PLO chairman 
Yasser Arafat, according to 
MAP. 

Tbe Organisation of tbe 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
criticised Israel on Saturday 
for efforts to “Judaize” the 
dty, which contains Islam’s 
third holiest sites. 


“Twenty-seven years after 
occupying the dty ... the 
Israeli occupation authorities 
•still continue to execute its 
design aimed at Judaizing the 
dty and obliterating its Arab 
and Islamic image,” a state- 
ment by the Jeddah-based 
OIC’s secretary general, 
Hamid Algabid, said. 
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By Nicholas doughty. 


week that showed how world has changed 


Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Within the 
space of a few days last week, 
something unique happened: 
An era came to an end and a 
new age began. . 

“Carlos tiie Jackal,” the 
most feared of a generation 
of guerrillas who struck in 
Europe and the Middle East 
during file 1970s and 1980s, 
was finally ran to ground and 
dumped in a Paris jail to 
await trial. 

But Western governments 
hardly had time to breathe a 
tight of relief before they 
were grappling with a new 
threat that is potentially far 
more deadly — the smuggling 
of nuclear material that might 
be used to make bombs. 

The two episodes under- 
line bow much tbe world has 
changed in recent years. 

Carlos, a convinced Marx- 
ist guerrilla who spent much 
of iris life fighting against 
what he saw as imperialism 
and Zionism, had lost the 
backing of many states that 


gave him shelter and support 
m various ways during die 
cold war. 

At the height of his notori- 
ety, he was the most feared of 
the urban guerrillas who 
bombed and blasted their 
way across Europe and tbe 
Middle East. 


During the 1970s and 
1980s, Western governments 
straggled with groups like tbe 
German Red Army Faction 
(RAF), Italy’s Red Brigades 
and the Japanese Red Army. 
Most of their members are 
now dead, behind bars or 
have renounced violence. 

. Their struggle was a part of 
the defining dash of ideolo- 
gies that had lasted since the 
end of world war two — 
communism versus capital- 
ism. 


order is needed and who 

should.be in charge. 

' The overwhelming threat 
of global nuclear war, which 
effectively suppressed many 
of these conflicts for decades, 
has disappeared. The United 
States, now the world’s only 
superpower, seems unsure of 
its role. 


No longer. 

Since the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall in 1989, the 
world seems less stable. Con- 
flicts in Bosnia, the republics 
of the former Soviet Union 
and elsewhere have raised 
questions about what sort of 


In the midst of this new 
uncertainty, one of the 
greatest fears concerns the 
future of Russia — and more 
particularly what will happen 
to its nuclear warheads and 
technology. 

This week, as Carlos was 
captured in Sudan and 
brought to France, some dis- 
turbing answers to that ques- 
tion surfaced. 

Germany, which has seized 
four smuggled shipments of 
plutonium and uranium 
thought to come from Russia, 
tried to forge an international 
front against the trade. 

Western governments wor- 
ry that developing countries, 
or groups could try to get 
their bands on the bomb and 


that the collapse of the Soviet 
Union could make it easier 
for them. 

Casting anxious glances at 
countries like Iran and Alger- 
ia, they regard Islamic fun- 
damentalism as one of the. 
potential new threats to their 
security — • a new kind of 
threat that might one day be 
backed up with nuclear 
blackmail. 


European experts said this 
week that some of the four 
seizures in Germany in the 
past months involved 
plutonium-239 and highly- 
enriched uranium from Rus- 
sia’s military complex. 

While the United States 
has cast doubt on bow useful 
tbe shipments might be for 
bomb-making, European ex- 
perts say the high level of 
radioactivity could still 
threaten life and be attractive 
to criminal gangs. 

Plutonium-239 is so toxic 
that one-millionth of a gram- 
me can kill, and experts have 
said that the 300 grammes 
seized at Munich airport last 


week would have been suffi- 
cient to contaminate the 
drinking water of all of Ger- 
many. 

Russia, which had vehe- 
mently denied any leaks in its 
vast nuclear stocks, 
announced an investigation 
on Thursday and reported 
several arrests for trying to 
sell stolen radioactive subst- 
ances. 

While German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
agreed to work together. 
Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther called for 
broader international coop- 

? ? Iug W Possible 
nuclear leakage out of the 
vast Soviet stock. 

*Z£ , k new P hen °menon 
cannot be mastered by one 
country alone,” he said. “We 
o«d international coopera- 
tion going even beyondthe 
European Union.” 

tJ° who remember 
Sl" rba 3 guerrillas of the 
1970s and 1980s, his won£ 
had a familiar ring. 
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Mandela has 
eye vaporised 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson Mande- 
la's left eye was vaporised 
late Friday in a short proce- 
dure aimed at improving his 
vision following a cataract 
operation, his ophthalmic 
surgeon said. A laser was 
used to clear up a cloudy 
membrane over the eye and 
ophthalmologist Percy 
Amoils said the three-minute 
procedure was quick, pain- 
less and successful. The 76- 
year-old South African lead- 
er underwent cataract 
surgery on July 13 in an 
operation Dr. Amoils said 
was more complicated than 
anticipated, due to damage to 
Mr. Mandela’s tear ducts 
caused by the alkalinity of the 
limestone quany on Robben 
bland Prison, where he spent 
most of his 27 years behind 
bars. Two stitches from the 
first operation were also re- 
moved on Friday and Dr. 
Amoils said the prognosis for 
Mr. Mandela's vision was 
good. 



Clinton turns 48 


VC::- 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Cinton turned 
48 Friday with wishes that 
Congress would pass his anti- 
crime and health care reform 
proposals and that fortune 
would smile enough to pennit 
him a late summer vacation. 
It was one of the few pres- 
idential birthdays to be 
marked over national televi- 
sion. Later, off screen , repor- 
ters persisted in asking even 
more questions during the 
cutting of a birthday cake in 
the state dining room. Mr. 
Ointon begged off answer- 
ing. He said he was glad the 
rake had no randies to blow 
out, because “I have ex- 
pended all of my hot air on 
you.” At the end. Mr. Clin- 
ton was asked if he cared to 
make three wishes on his 


birthday. The three: 1. “I - 
would wish for the crime bill 
to pass.” 2. ”... If we ran 
open our minds • and hearts 
to each other and play a little- ' 
less politics, we ran solve the 
health care problem, too.” 3. 
“And I would wish that I 
won't have to give up my 
whole vacation because I still 
have dreams of breaking 80 
on the golf course before I’m 
50.” “1 woke up this morning 
just grateful to be here. 
That's what I’m feeling,” tbe , 
president said. "I’m grateful * 
to be alive, grateful to have 
my health, grateful to have 
my family..." and for the 
opportunity to serve the 
country. “You know. I like 
the tough fight, so this is an 
exhilarating period for me. I 
like the big challenges. I 
think we’re all put on this 
earth to try to make a differ- 
ence,” he went on. How ab- 
out birthday presents? “I got 
him a huge globe." said his 
wife, Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton. “He wanted an updated 
globe because all of our 
globes are outdated” by 
changes since the end of the 
cold war. Tipper Gore, wife 
of Vice President A1 Gore, 
turned 46 Friday, and Mrs. 
Clinton said the two couples 
might celebrate together with 
bowling 
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Diana biographer 
writes new book 
of ‘confidences’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Andrew 
• Morton , whose biography on 
the Princess of Wales Diana: 
Her True Story became a 
world-wide bestseller, has 
written a new book Diana: 
Her new Life which should 
be on sale by November, 
according to the mass circula- 
tion Sun newspaper. The 

paper, which rites the book's 
editor Michael O’Mara, said 
its publication would coincide 
with the publication of 
another book concerning the 
princess's estranged husband 
and heir to the British 
throne. Prince Charles, based 
on a recently broadcast tele- 
vision documentary in which 
he admitted being unfaithful 
to his wife. Mr. Morton's new 
book- which claims to be 
based on confidences re- 
vealed by “some of Diana’s 
closest friends and advisors”- - 
recounts “the secret battles 
that have raged behind dosed 
doors, and Diana's constant 
frustration as she endeavours 
to break free from the restric-' 
tions of her semi-detached' 
royal life." The first Morton 
biography, which was pub-; 
lished before the royal couple 
officially separated in De* 
cember 1992, revealed that : 
their marriage was in serious - 
difficulties and painted a pio- . 
tore of Diana as a fragile, _ 
suicidal woman who bad se-\ - 
nous dietary problems. 
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